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Introduction
The Parish Plan is a concept promoted by the government to encourage local communities to have
more of a say in how they think their community life should be and how they might like it to develop
in the future. It is not a planning document but it is designed to describe the parish and enable the
community to identify local key issues, how and by whom they should be dealt with and then to
engage with individuals and organisations to achieve an appropriate outcome. The plan is designed
to be a ‘living document’ for a number of years and it will be a main focus for Parish activities and
development.
The Plan’s target readership is members of HCC and WCC. Some information is repeated so that
readers can focus on the section relevant to their particular interests, without having to refer to
other sections of the Plan.
At the Chilcomb Parish Meeting AGM in May 2012 we started to consider producing a Parish Plan
and a sub- committee was formed to develop the idea. After research and information gathering the
sub-committee met in October 2012 to identify the key issues affecting our Parish and to decide on a
format for the Plan. A first draft was produced in December 2012 and circulated to the Parishioners
for comment. Written comments received from 16 households were taken into consideration in
further editing. The action points have therefore taken account of the views of approximately 33% of
households. The response rate was greater from the village despite extensive attempts to obtain
the views of Morn Hill residents. As the two settlements are distinct and geographically separated by
fast roads, with no communal facilities, this is perhaps inevitable.
The final version of the plan was agreed at the Parish meeting in May 2013.
Chilcomb is a small parish with a population of only 132 divided between 2 separate settlements,
Chilcomb village and Morn Hill. Winchester City Council is the local authority and the parish is within
the South Downs National Park (see map of parish – figure 1). It holds a Parish Meeting and does not
collect a precept. The parish has no school, village hall, shop, post office or pub and yet boasts a
butterfly reserve, military firing range, satellite teleport, Intech educational centre and planetarium,
a hotel, a listed cemetery, the ancient site of a leper hospital and a lovely Norman Church.
The majority of the land in the parish is used for arable farming. Over one hundred acres on
Magdalen Hill are protected for butterfly conservation. About sixty acres in the village of Chilcomb
are now used for equestrian purposes and grazing.
The plan highlights the distinctiveness of the whole parish (not just the village), and identifies the
key challenges faced by the Parishioners, with proposed actions summarising how these will be
addressed. It is intended to reflect the importance which the parishioners attach to celebrating the
history of the parish and cherishing its natural environment while embracing the benefits and
challenges of living in the 21st century.
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History
The parish of Chilcomb is situated at the western end of the South Downs National Park and the East
Hampshire Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. Through its lanes, bridleways and footpaths, it
bears the indelible imprint of more than a thousand years of history. It is the last remaining part of
the great Manor of Chilcomb (described in the Domesday Book and the Chilcomb Charter). The
archaeological remains of the St Mary Magdalen leper hospital on Magdalen Down Farm in the north
of the parish, have been dated at 1000 A.D, and the probable origins of Chilcomb Lane and Kings
Lane can be traced back to at least the early 11th century. The South Downs Way was created at the
end of the 12th century and St Andrews church is dated at 1120 to 1140 A.D. The footpath from
Chilcomb Lane to the church and from the bridleway past the church to Morestead, were probably
created at about that time. What was once the old Roman road to London, and the old road to
Petersfield transect its northern segment.
The rifle range was established at the end of the 19th century to meet the needs of the Boer War.
Its use has been extended since then, to meet military, technical and operational needs.
The parish boundaries were greatly reduced during the 20th century to those shown at figure 1. In
1906 they still included St Catherine’s Hill in the west and the ancient hunting grounds of Longwood
in the southeast.
The Magdalen Hill conservation area, Intech educational science centre, the adjacent satellite
teleport, and the Holiday Inn hotel, were all established at the start of the 21st century.

Demographics
The population in 2012 was 132 people living in 57 dwellings. They comprised 68 males and 64
females. Of these 13% were 18 years of age or younger and 21% were over 65.
Of the population of the parish of working age (18 to 65) seven are still in full time education and
approximately forty are employed, mostly in professional occupations. No more than ten work at
employers’ premises within the parish. The remainder are employed at premises outside the parish
within a radius of about thirty miles, commute to London, or are self-employed and/or working at
home. This latter group is critically dependent on modern telecommunications, especially the
internet.

The Natural Environment
The parish is situated beside Winchester with the M3 motorway forming the western boundary. To
the north the ground rises steeply to Magdalen Hill and to the south to Deacon Hill. Chilcomb valley
sweeps up from the water-meadows in Winchester. The low lying land in the south west of the
parish is quite wet where the Southern Water Sewage Farm is based. It then rises past the site of the
Chilcomb chalk-pit to the chalk downs heading eastwards and ultimately ending in Sussex! This is
the old drove route. The village of Chilcomb is situated 2.5 miles east of Winchester in the bowl of
the valley surrounded by well-draining pasture and arable land.

4

The parish is divided by the A31 which runs across it from west to east. North of the A31 the steep
slopes of Magdalen Hill Down extend to almost the whole width of the parish and consist of chalk
grassland mostly natural but partly reclaimed and managed by Butterfly Conservation. This habitat is
maintained by seasonal scrub clearance and grazing by cattle and sheep to benefit the delicate chalk
grassland species of butterflies that flourish on the sunny slopes, including the rare Small Blue. The
northern most part of the parish is arable land and has sites of historical importance including the
ancient leper hospital and areas which since 1756 have from time to time been used for military
encampments, including for the Boer wars and both World Wars.
On the eastern side of the parish, at the junction of the A31, A272 and Alresford Road, lies the other
settlement in the parish known as Morn Hill. There has been a lot of development there in the last
ten years where once there was a scrap yard and a knacker’s yard. Butterfly Conservation manage
the remaining pieces of chalk downland surrounding the buildings which are currently being fenced
off to allow grazing to restore the grassland. Some road verges in this area are classified as Sites of
Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC). Next to the butterfly reserve is Magdalen Hill Cemetery
which serves Winchester and is listed as a garden of historic interest.
Towards the western boundary of the parish is situated the Hampshire County Council Sports
Ground, which is accessed from the A31 and includes three football pitches.
The south and south-east areas of the parish are now used for arable farming, with tree belts that
were planted as game cover when the area was used extensively for sport. Historically sheep were
grazed on the downland. On the highest part of the parish in the south-east at Telegraph Hill there
are signs of a pre-historic settlement. In Nelson’s time this area was also used as a semaphore
station. The shady north facing slopes of Deacon Hill behind the village are now covered in woods,
mainly ash, which have encroached on the chalk downland once grazed by sheep and cattle when
the area was farmed. Pockets of SINC grassland remain supporting a wide variety of flora the survival
of which is being encouraged by careful conservation.
The parish is a haven for wildlife supporting many of the vulnerable chalk grassland butterflies.
Numerous birds, both native and migratory, thrive and breed in the area and the sewage farm
provides habitat for a wide variety of water- loving birds. The hedges and tree belts provide
excellent habitat with many parts of the parish benefiting from not being sprayed by herbicides and
pesticides.
A map showing the designated protected sites in the parish is included at Figure 2
Action 1 : Active management is required by all landowners, including the MOD, South Downs
National Park Authority, Butterfly Conservation and volunteers to prevent scrub, ivy and ash trees
from encroaching onto the chalk downland.
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The Built Environment
Examples of architectural styles from the early 11th century to the present day can be found in the
parish. The earliest building, the Grade 1 listed St Andrew’s church, is built of rubble flint with stone
dressing rendered chancel and porch, old plain tile roof and weather-boarded bellcote. Its
distinctively Norman arches are round and plain, except for rough zigzag incised on the chamfered
imposts of the chancel arch (probably by a Saxon stonemason working under the supervision of his
Norman masters).
There are two Grade II thatched timber framed cottages with some wattle and daub infill panels.
They date from the late 16th century and early 17th century respectively, the oldest (St Kildas) having
been greatly extended in the 20th century. It includes a Grade II listed barn within its curtilage.
Complyns cottage is also Grade II listed, with a 17th century timber frame core with brick encasing
and 18th, 19th and 20th century extensions.
The 18th century Grade II listed Manor House also has a much earlier core, a brick front elevation,
other elevations with reused squared stone and brick chequer work, and an old plain tile roof. A
large modern brick and tile extension was added at the end of the 20th century. A grade II listed
barn is also part of the property and a thatched farm building dating back to the 16th century stands
to its north.
Several of the remaining houses in the village have evolved into attractive family houses by
successive extensions from 18th and 19th century artisans’ cottages. Their original forms are in most
cases still evident. Half a dozen houses were built during the 20th century in infill situations or, in
one case, to replace a property destroyed by fire in the 1930s. There is no council or affordable
housing in the parish.
The recently re-built barn housing a grain dryer is a necessary amenity in a rural community, and its
relatively low profile and dark grey colour minimise its visual impact. The rifle range with its
warden’s cottage is positioned somewhat incongruously in the centre of the valley, on Chilcomb
Lane. It is flanked by a substantial 20th century brick property with more recent extensions.
The Morn Hill area is characterised by a number of 20th century brick built properties, mostly on the
north side of the Alresford road, and a used car garage and cemetery on the south side. Also south
of the Alresford road at the east end of the parish, Intech and the adjacent large satellite dishes of
the Arqiva teleport station provide a striking 21st century aspect at the entrance to the parish. A
Holiday Inn hotel has been built recently on an adjacent site. A small complex of static homes for
the retired and semi-retired (Wykeham Park) nestles between Intech and the Alresford Road.
At the western end of the parish is the Chilcomb Business Park industrial estate. It has been derelict
for several years, but planning permission has recently been sought to build modern office
accommodation on the site, which should provide a welcome improvement to that approach to the
village. The nearby former ‘Plasco’ factory building is also an eyesore at present and the site would
benefit from replacement by a more appropriate development.
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Community
The parish community comprises households whose livelihoods are very diverse. Nearly all residents
are very mobile with their own transport and those in Morn Hill have the benefit of nearby access to
bus services. The households’ recreational and social interests are as diverse as their occupations,
and they are generally met by the many facilities and organisations available in Winchester and
surrounding towns.
There are natural coalitions of interests within the village arising, for example, from shared interests
in the church and the various parish matters discussed in this plan. These generate informal social
contact and the internet, particularly e-mail, facilitates inclusive informal ‘chatting’, exchange of
views on matters of mutual interest and working group meetings on specific issues. Households in
the north of the parish along the Alresford Road, including Wykeham Park, are kept informed of
parish social and other matters by e-mail. There is a residents’ committee at Wykeham Park.
In 2012 the Jubilee provided an opportunity for a highly successful street party in the centre of the
village. Occasionally a Flower Festival is organised to raise funds for the church, in addition to the
annual gathering of the Friends of St Andrews.
Action 2 : Parish meeting to encourage increased participation of Morn Hill residents in Parish
Meetings and other parish events and discussions.

St Andrew’s Church
St Andrew’s church is early Norman with traces of Saxon influence. It was built on the edge of the
village with a backdrop of Deacon Hill, once chalk grassland but now ash woods. It is largely
surrounded by pasture and agricultural land and is the only Church in the parish. It is used for the biannual Parish meetings and is a landmark and an important building in the village.
The Church was built for a small village community and can seat a congregation of around 65. In the
1880’s the population of Chilcomb trebled as the estates in the west and north-west sprang up and
the decision was made to build a daughter Church in Highcliffe, All Saints, which was consecrated in
1897. Boundary changes then separated Highcliffe from the parish as it is today.
St Andrews and its maintenance became more of a problem at this time, due to damp and decay,
and a decision was nearly made to declare it redundant through rising costs and shortage of funds
but supporters found this unacceptable. A committee was finally formed from several families in the
village and in the 1940’s funds were raised and the Church was restored and saved.
In 1961 ‘The Friends of St Andrews’ was formed and continues today, to raise funds and manage the
Church and surrounding graveyard. Its restoration is ongoing. The Wildlife Trust offers guidance on
the management of the churchyard which is an oasis for wildlife and a SINC.
The Church today celebrates festivals and holds monthly services, with a congregation of 20-25.
Weddings and funerals are performed and occasionally a flower festival or musical event is held.
There is a rota for unlocking the church every day and monthly flower-arranging is shared between
the villagers.
7

The principal challenge for the church is to fund its maintenance requirements given its dwindling
congregation and the fact that many of its supporters fall in the older age bracket. It remains a
challenge to recruit new ‘Friends’ to raise funds for the church, particularly amongst younger age
groups.
Action 3 : Parish meeting to encourage support for the activities of the church and assist with the
attraction of new ‘Friends.’

Business and Economy
Land in the Chilcomb Parish is predominantly agricultural and much of the area is used for arable
farming and managed by two or three large farms employing very few people. Most business is
based in the north of the parish where there is a document management and storage facility on the
border of the parish and the site at Morn Hill which houses a 140 room Holiday Inn, the Intech
educational science centre and a planetarium. The other user of this site is Arqiva who operate an
international satellite teleport, one of only 6 in the country.
The Alresford Road has a small second hand car sales garage and a stone mason based beside the
cemetery. The manager of the cemetery lives on site. Some of the residents of the houses either side
of the road run businesses from home but many of the residents are retired or semi-retired. The
butterfly reserve has a full time warden who is assisted by volunteers, rangers from the South
Downs National Park and seasonal staff.
There is a farm based in Chilcomb village and a small number of the farm buildings have been
converted into light industrial and office units from which a few small businesses operate. A bed and
breakfast business is operated from one house. Three families in the village are involved with horses.
It is certainly the case that the absence of critical facilities in Chilcomb village does not encourage
business. This is accentuated by total dependency on the car to access the village because of lack of
public transport, which affects both workers coming into the parish and those residents working
elsewhere.

Development – residential
Since April 2011 the South Downs National Park Authority has been responsible for planning
applications within the Park. However, the SDNPA has agreed that its local authorities should
provide the day to day running of its planning services. Broadly speaking this means that the
majority of smaller applications are still dealt with by Winchester City Council and the SDNPA
reserves the right to deal with the more significant applications.
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WCC is currently reviewing its policies and preparing its Local Plan with a view to publishing it in
2014 and seeing it adopted by 2015. In the draft Local Plan Chilcomb is covered by Policy MTRA3
‘Other settlements in the market towns and rural areas’ and is one of those local parishes with no
clearly defined settlement boundary. Limited development may be permitted if a variety of criteria
are met. Development proposals may be supported if to reinforce a settlement’s role and function,
to meet a community need, or to realise local community aspirations. All new development
proposals should be appropriate in scale and design, conserve the settlement’s identity and be in
keeping with the countryside setting. In considering development proposals within the SDNPA
regard must be paid to conserving and enhancing the park’s natural beauty, wildlife and cultural
heritage.
It is recognised that it is not the function of a Parish plan to seek to influence planning policy as it
affects the parish. Nonetheless the plan can be a catalyst for a broader discussion amongst
parishioners about how they see the area developing in the short and medium term. Even with
planning law assuming sustainability there are in reality only a limited number of sites in the Parish
suitable for infill, and there are likely to be a wide variety of views from individuals on any more
substantial residential development either in Chilcomb village or at Morn Hill. Discussions at the
Parish meetings imply a majority view in favour of retaining the small scale and intimacy that
currently characterises the village in particular, but this is clearly not unanimous. As the plan is
intended to be a ‘living document’ it is intended that further investigation and analysis will be
performed to establish if there is a common view on how the character of the parish should develop
over the next 5-10 years.
Action 4 : Parish meeting to arrange a discussion of the attitude of Parishioners to the
development of the Parish in the short and medium term, requesting both written feedback and
discussion of findings at Parish meetings.

Development - commercial
WCC gave permission for the development of Morn Hill in 2000 to include the hotel, the Intech
Centre and the satellite teleport and an application is anticipated to erect more satellite dishes. The
Holiday Inn has recently submitted a planning application for permission to build an extension to
include 30 bedrooms, a gym and more meeting rooms. A piece of land adjacent to the Intech site
belongs to WCC and will probably be used to extend the cemetery when required.
The ‘Chilcomb Business Park’ industrial premises at the western end of Chilcomb Lane, remains
derelict and the old ‘Plasco’ warehouse has been unoccupied for more than a year. Both
properties represent development opportunities with good links to the motorway network but
neither has created a great deal of interest in the economic climate of recent years. Other than
these sites there are not many sites in the parish suitable for commercial development.
Commercial development in Chilcomb village itself would be undesirable as the roads are narrow
and unsuitable for commercial traffic, and the lack of public transport, facilities and infrastructure in
the parish are further disincentives.
Action 5 : Parish meeting to keep itself informed about local planning policy, and respond to
individual applications accordingly.
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The Firing Range
The range is owned by the MOD and as such is available to all the armed services, with service
personnel visiting for daily training and some travelling long distances. Day to day management of
the range has been subcontracted to Landmarc.
It has been in use since the end of the 19th century, and has been an ever-present feature of life in
the Parish. For many years the use of the range was intermittent, with limited use at weekends.
However, there has been a very significant increase in the use of the range in the period since 2003,
particularly at weekends, which has caused a great deal of concern to many of the residents of the
village.
Chilcomb is a 400m range which is only suitable for 5.56mm calibre rifles. Nonetheless the greater
muzzle velocity of the modern ordinance creates a significantly greater sonic pressure wave
(perhaps as much as 9 times greater than that created by the older weapons) and the topography of
the range means that there is an ‘amphitheatre effect’ where the sonic wave echoes from Deacon
Hill and back over the village. The prevailing wind from the south west also carries the noise in our
direction which is highly intrusive, particularly at weekends.
A further issue is that there is an extensive ‘safety zone’ which needs to be closed during shooting.
This effectively closes many of the footpaths and bridleways around the village for extended periods.
Villagers are concerned that the red flags are typically posted by the range warden some time before
shooting commences and the flags are not always taken down immediately after cessation of
shooting activities. This creates inconvenience for horse-riders and walkers for longer periods than
are necessary.
Extensive dialogue has taken place between the villagers and the MoD with the objective of
restoring some balance between the understandable need of the MoD to train its service personnel
and the reasonable expectation of the villagers to enjoy the use of their properties without excessive
noise nuisance and restriction of access, particularly at weekends. At various times this has involved
our MP, City Councillor and County Councillor.
Most recently attention has focused on the Chilcomb Range Standing Orders which set out the local
parameters for use of the range, and which are reviewed annually. Several meetings have taken
place with the MOD’s Commanding Officer for defence training in the South East and the local Range
Safety Liaison Officer. Several welcome changes have been made, and indications have been given
that weekend use will be reduced.
The villagers have also raised with the MOD the legality of mountain bikers creating and using trails
on the MOD land in the woods on Deacon Hill during weekends when the range is not in use. The
increase in numbers of people involved has led to congestion around the entrance to the church as
the bikers have parked their vehicles at the top end of Church Lane, disrupting access to the church,
Deacon View and the bridleway through the woods. While the MOD acknowledge that the bikers
are trespassing, to date no action has been taken to remove them.
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Action 6 : Parish meeting to continue to press the MOD to reduce the amount of weekend usage
and to reduce the periods of closure of the bridleways to the minimum necessary to ensure safety.
MOD to be requested to enshrine all agreed changes of usage in the Range Standing Orders.
Action 7 : Parish meeting to work with the MOD and the local community police officers to
prevent unauthorised usage of the MOD land at the weekends.

Infrastructure
Any discussion about the infrastructure in the village necessarily begins with the subject of
broadband.
Chilcomb village is currently in an invidious position with respect to the likely availability of a good
broadband service. What is in place at the moment is an ‘ancient’ (described as such to one of the
villagers by a BT repairman) copper wire connection built by BT between the village and the nearest
exchange in Winchester. This provides an exceedingly slow and substantially variable connection
both for the telephone and internet. This situation has made life extremely difficult for many
residents, as business management, schoolwork, video communications and general media access all
suffer as a consequence of the archaic infrastructure serving the village.
Until recently, it was assumed that nothing could be done about the problem, as Chilcomb is too
small to entice a commercial broadband supplier to incur the outlay necessary to bring the village
‘up to speed.' In the last eighteen months, however, the government and HCC have made available
funds to bring high-speed broadband to areas of the country that do not currently have it, and there
is now the possibility that the village may qualify.
Our County Councillor has been very supportive of Chilcomb's need for a better service. Specifically,
she has encouraged Chilcomb villagers to take a deputation to the Council about the difficulties we
encounter in day-to-day life without reliable broadband. A presentation was duly made to the
Council in November 2012, which we understand impressed the Councillors due to the simple fact
that our needs went far beyond wanting faster media download speeds. We understand that not
only has this made Chilcomb the ‘poster child’ at Hampshire Council for communities seeking better
service, but the name of the village was invoked by the Council Leader in a conversation with BT’s
managing director concerning broadband rollout.
A tendering process has recently been completed and we understand that BT has been appointed to
perform the rollout of faster broadband. It has yet to be decided which communities will benefit
from the service. While Chilcomb’s profile is high getting an upgrade will be dependent on the
winning supplier’s assessment of the commercial viability of providing it. This assessment will be
made in part on the basis of the number of people near broadband-ready cabinets who have
registered interest on the Hampshire County Council’s website.
Should Chilcomb fail to qualify for the improved service, villagers will presumably be in the same
position as they are at present, and it could be years before another opportunity to upgrade arises.
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While the very low broadband speed is without doubt the central focus of any discussion of
technology in Chilcomb village, this is not our only issue. As mentioned earlier, from time to time,
problems have also arisen with land-line communications in the village. Up until now, land-line
issues have been irritating but ultimately repairable with existing equipment. However, it is not
clear that this happy state will be sustainable in the long term and we may need to encourage BT to
consider what they will do for us if their existing long-line equipment fails to provide the service we
pay for. Perhaps there is scope to replace it, as they would presumably be bound to do, with new
equipment that is more amenable to faster broadband.
It is perhaps surprising to note that not all properties in the village enjoy adjacent access to a mains
water supply, and for some their water meter is situated a considerable distance from their
property. There is no mains gas service to the village at all. In time it is hoped that all properties will
be able to enjoy easy access to services which most would expect to be automatic in the twenty-first
century.
Action 8 : Parish meeting to continue to campaign for faster broadband to be made accessible in
the village, to include:
encouraging as many registrants as possible on the Hampshire County Council website by
leafleting in areas we believe are connected to ‘our’ cabinet(s)
contacting the owners of nearby commercial properties for development to persuade
them of the importance of faster broadband to the marketability of their properties
making contact directly with tender winner for Hampshire to press our case, using the
recording of our deputation to the council if appropriate.

Highways issues
The parish has many busy, fast and dangerous roads eg A31, A272 and the B3404 Alresford Road. To
maximise safety it is essential that the verges and any hedges/scrub are regularly maintained to
prevent visual obstruction of road signs or oncoming vehicles. This is also vital at road junctions
notably King's Lane/A31 and A272/A31.
Although Chilcomb village is situated within three miles of the centre of Winchester it has all the
characteristics of a significantly more rural location. The roads into the village are single lane and
very narrow with occasional passing places. There are no locations in the village where articulated
lorries can turn satisfactorily which periodically causes significant problems when lost drivers find
their way into the centre of the village. Better signage is required to prevent lorries from entering
the village. Chilcomb village has no public transport, which means that all residents have private
vehicles.
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The narrowness of the roads and the existence in the village of a working farm mean that there is
continuous damage to the verges which causes mud to gather on the roads. As the village is in a
valley a huge amount of rainwater runs down the hills, picking up the mud en route which then
collects in the lower part of the village and blocks the drains. Recent attempts to clear the drains by
Hampshire County Council have established that some of the drains on Church Lane are now full of
roots etc which has rendered them ineffective. Regular road sweeping and urgent repair work to
the drains are required to prevent mud from gathering on Church Lane. All drains should be cleared
at 6 monthly intervals.
The village has wide grassed verges most of which are privately owned and maintained. Hampshire
County Council also cut the verges twice yearly. It is a source of great frustration when cyclists and
walkers park on the verges with no regard for the effects of their actions. Further damage is caused
by vehicles which are being driven far too quickly given the narrowness of the lanes and the
presence of young children and animals in the village. Visiting lorries, refuse vehicles and
agricultural vehicles have also been responsible for causing substantial damage.
The village is effectively a cul-de-sac and it receives no attention from gritters or snow ploughs in the
winter. With even a modest amount of snow this transforms the roads in the village into skating
rinks and, despite the existence of salt bins at strategic locations, there are occasions when it is only
safe to travel in and out of the village in a 4x4.
In the village residents and the farm owners cut their own hedges to maximise visibility and to
prevent large vehicles from needing to move over to avoid vegetation which can cause damage to
the opposite verge. It is evident that the large organisations (for example, The MOD, Southern Water
and Cavendish & Gloucester plc) are not as diligent in maintaining the hedges around their estate.
The most significant highways issue in the Morn Hill area relates to the volume and speed of traffic
around the Intech site. It is understood that there are proposals in place for Hampshire County
Council to do a speed limit review in this area, and improvements to the footpaths and improved bus
access have recently been completed.
The only bus service in the parish passes along the Alresford Road approximately every 30 minutes
between Winchester and Alresford.
Although not strictly in our Parish, the traffic congestion around Junction 9 of the M3 is an area of
concern for our parishioners as there are times of day when the traffic is backed up from the Tesco
roundabout almost as far as the Spitfire roundabout. Funding has been allocated from the Local
Pinch Point Fund for improvements to Junction 9 in 2013 which may alleviate some of the
congestion but there will still be substantial traffic from the M3 and A34 which will continue to
prevent satisfactory access onto the Tesco roundabout from the A272. A major enhancement
scheme is under consideration which (if agreed) will happen during the period 2015-2019.
Parishioners have also identified a concern that the traffic noise from the M3 can be audible in the
village depending on traffic flow and wind direction. Enquiries with the Highways Agency have
confirmed that low noise materials will be used on resurfacing any stretches of the M3, although
there are no immediate works scheduled on the motorway closest to the village.
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Action 9 : Parish meeting to inform Winchester City Council if main road junctions are not kept
clear.
Action 10 : Winchester City Council to investigate the provision of signage to prevent articulated
lorries from entering the village.
Action 11 : Parish meeting to monitor regular sweeping of the roads in the village by Winchester
City Council, particularly in the autumn.
Action 12 : Parish meeting to persuade Hampshire County Council to clear all the drains in the
village of all roots etc, to jet the drains at least 6 monthly and to cut more drainage channels at
the low point in the village to enable excess water to drain into the fields.
Action 13 : Parish meeting to ensure that Hampshire County Council cuts the verges in the village
twice yearly.
Action 14 : Parish meeting to inform individual residents where maintenance of hedges and trees
would assist visibility or prevent verge damage.
Action 15 : Parish meeting to remind the MOD, Southern Water and Cavendish & Gloucester plc
about maintenance needed to their estate.
Action 16 : Parish meeting to engage fully in the development of the improvement works to the
traffic flow on the Tesco roundabout.

Police and Security
Chilcomb is a peaceful village on the outskirts of Winchester. Its position on the South Downs Way
means that it is traversed daily, particularly in good weather, by walkers, cyclists and horse riders.
St. Andrew’s Church also draws a fair number of ‘church tourists’, and thus the village is
disproportionately busy for a community of its size and population.
The website www.police.uk indicates that there has been relatively little crime in or near the village
over the past fifteen months (the maximum shown). The site further indicates that what crime has
occurred has been predominantly rooted in antisocial behaviour—underage drinking, minor drug
use—and what violent crime has been committed has been associated with one or more pubs along
the Alresford Road on the outskirts of Winchester. The Hampshire County Council Sports Ground has
also on occasion attracted gatherings of youths which have required attendance by the police to
deal with unruly behaviour. However, this area is sufficiently remote from the village that such
episodes have had very little impact on parishioners.
Anecdotal evidence and common sense suggest that the high number of ‘passers-through’ exposes
the village to the danger of opportunistic thefts, especially from the exterior of village houses.
Indeed, such crimes fit the profile of common infractions in rural areas in Hampshire. In addition,
however, two Chilcomb homes have been burgled in the last eighteen months to two years.
Accordingly, while absolute crime levels have been low, villagers have always had to keep a wary eye
out for potential intruders.
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Concern has also been caused by the occasional forays into or near the village by travellers. A recent
incursion was frustrated by their failure to gain entrance to the derelict Chilcomb Business Park site,
and the Council has created a ditch on the side of Kings Lane below the A31 to frustrate attempts to
stop there. Fly tipping in the secluded roads around the village is also a regular occurrence.
Chilcomb falls into the catchment of the Itchen Valley Neighbourhood Policing Team which covers
seven villages, two hamlets and the rural areas around them. The WPC with specific responsibility
for Chilcomb, has acknowledged the difficulty of covering such a large area comprehensively with
the police resources available.
A special unit of the Hampshire Constabulary called Country Watch has also been established to deal
with a very specific set of rural issues. That unit dispatches members of its Rural Safer
Neighbourhoods team to investigate rural theft, poaching, fly-tipping and nuisance vehicles.
There are occasional patrols through the village by police cars, but these are sufficiently rare that it
is doubtful they form a real deterrent to those whom the visits are intended to deter.

Chilcomb villagers take sensible precautions when it comes to their security, with most
availing themselves of some combination of intruder alarms, security lights, gating, gravel
drives and dogs to deter potential intruders. House-sitters are often used when villagers are
away for any period of time. In addition, the villagers all know one another, and strangers
are, if not regarded with suspicion, at least marked out as such when they appear.
A number of additional measures could be implemented to improve general security in the village:
a more formal neighbourhood watch scheme, and enhanced vigilance by residents
householders installing CC TV cameras
requesting a more regular police presence in the village
making residents aware of availability of police security checks in individual homes
development of a phone and/or text tree for dissemination of time-sensitive
information
Action 17 : Parish meeting to discuss with Police and Winchester City Council the measures which
could reasonably be taken to enhance security in the parish.

Impact of Rights of Way
Chilcomb lies at the beginning of the South Downs Way where it leaves Winchester and starts to
climb up to the downs, initially on the road through the village before the bridleway begins at the
top of the village. This route is heavily used by walkers, runners and cyclists from outside the parish
and local horse-riders. Although most users of the route are respectful of the properties and
countryside there are occasions when cars are parked in the village by these users, particularly at the
weekend and sometimes for days at a time, which causes obstruction and verge damage.
Chilcomb Parish has 13 public rights of way passing across it. 8 are designated as footpaths, 3 are
bridleways and 2 are restricted byways (see Figure 3). Hampshire County Council has a duty to
maintain these rights of way which they do not always fulfil, for example bridleway no 12 from the
A272 to the Butterfly Conservation area on Magdalen Hill is currently overgrown.
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Nowadays rights of way often terminate at a road as is the case with several in the parish – in some
cases at a major road with fast moving traffic. This renders them potentially dangerous and of little
use to horse riders as a connected way for moving around the countryside. The South Downs Way
only has footpath status on its last section out of the village towards Winchester. Cyclists are
encouraged to use the pavement constructed beside the A31 but this is too dangerous for horse
riders. The South Downs Way ultimately enters Winchester via a footbridge across the M3. Travelling
west, other than by car, is very restricted.
In 2005 an application was received by Hampshire County Council to upgrade Chilcomb bridleway
no. 3 (which goes up behind St Andrews Church, crosses the Morestead Road and then goes down to
Twyford) to a BOAT (Byway Open to All Traffic). This was based on claimed historical evidence of use
of this route as a road. A successful defence was put up by Twyford, Chilcomb and Winchester
College which resulted in it being re-classified as a Restricted Byway. This route is frequently closed
for up to 6 days a week because of firing on the range. Again, it could be used by walkers and cyclists
who choose to trespass but the locked gates prevent access on horseback.
Action 18 : Parish meeting to report overgrown rights of way to Hampshire County Council.

Events on the Matterley Estate
The Matterley Estate holds two types of event on land adjacent to the parish, which have significant
adverse impact on parishioners. These are the pop festivals in Matterley Bowl near Cheesefoot
Head and motocross motorcycle races on a specially constructed track at Black Bush Valley. With
tens of thousands of people attending these events, both can generate unacceptably high levels of
traffic disruption and noise nuisance.
Experience has shown that traffic management for the motocross events is extremely poor, resulting
in virtual grid-lock on the roads for hours on end, particularly at the weekends. If the traffic cannot
be adequately managed to ensure freedom of access to and from all properties in the parish, these
events should not be permitted. As these events are typically not held more than a twice a year and
they take place during daylight hours, the noise nuisance is less of a problem.
Traffic for the pop festivals in Matterley Bowl has generally been well managed and local access has
not been seriously disrupted. However, management of the noise nuisance in 2012 was extremely
poor. The permitted maximum noise threshold is set too high to protect residents down-wind from
the festival from unacceptable noise nuisance, especially after 10.30 p.m.
In recent years little information has been provided to local residents about the traffic and noise
management plans for forthcoming events, including points of contact for complainants and detailed
information on the noise monitoring arrangements. There should be at least one monitoring point
in the village as well as at other residential locations in the parish.
Action 19 : Parish meeting to liaise with Winchester City Council to ensure that traffic
management on the A31 during Moto Cross events at Matterley Farm is greatly improved at the
organisers' expense as a condition of granting permission to hold these events.
Action 20 : Winchester City Council to demand more effective communication by event
organisers with parish residents through the events licence, including a complaints process.
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Action 21 : Parish meeting to inform Winchester City Council of the concerns about permissible
noise levels, especially after 10.30 p.m., taking account of all meteorological conditions.
Action 22 : Winchester City Council to establish a monitoring point in Chilcomb village.

Conclusion
In producing our Parish Plan we set out to describe our parish and its unique features and to record
what a special and unusual parish Chilcomb is and what it is that makes people want to live here. We
have also sought to identify the aspects that we would like to improve.
Feedback received from residents during the course of preparing our Plan demonstrates that
residents are very enthusiastic about living in Chilcomb. Although the response rate was greater
from the village than the Morn Hill settlement, the universal view is that the village is a gem, nestling
in the Downs, almost in a time warp, and we should be seeking to protect its unique attributes for
future generations. There are undoubted frustrations, primarily due to the lack of infrastructure, the
fact that there are relatively few services provided and the woeful broadband speed but these are
more than outweighed by the pleasure of living in a rural location, now in a National Park.
It is intended that our Parish Plan will be a working document for the parish to refer to, refresh and
work on during the years to come.
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Summary of action

By whom

By when

1

Landowners including the MOD, South Downs National
Park Authority, Butterfly Conservation and volunteers to
prevent scrub, ivy and ash trees from encroaching onto
the chalk downland.

Landowners

Ongoing

2

Parish meeting to encourage increased participation of
Morn Hill residents in Parish Meetings and other parish
events and discussions.

Parish meeting

Ongoing

3

Parish meeting to encourage support for the activities of
the church and assist with the attraction of new
‘Friends.’

Parish meeting

Ongoing

4

Parish meeting to arrange a discussion of the attitude of
Parishioners to the development of the Parish in the
short and medium term, requesting both written
feedback and discussion of findings at Parish meetings.

Parish meeting

December
2014

5

Parish meeting to keep itself informed about local
planning policy, and respond to individual applications
accordingly.

Parish meeting

Ongoing

6

Parish meeting to continue to press the MOD to reduce
the amount of weekend usage and to enshrine all agreed
changes of usage in the Range Standing Orders.

Parish meeting

Ongoing

7

Parish meeting to work with the MOD and the local
community police officers to prevent unauthorised
usage of the MOD land at the weekends.

Parish meeting

Ongoing

8

Parish meeting to continue to campaign for faster
broadband to be made accessible in the village.

Parish meeting

31.12.13

9

Parish meeting to inform WCC if main road junctions are
not kept clear.

Parish meeting

Ongoing

10

WCC to investigate the provision of signage to prevent
articulated lorries from entering the village.

WCC

31.12.13

11

Parish meeting to monitor regular sweeping of the roads
in the village by WCC, particularly in the autumn.

Parish meeting

Ongoing

12

Parish meeting to persuade HCC to clear all the drains in
the village of all roots etc, to jet the drains at least 6
monthly and to cut more drainage channels.

Parish
meeting/HCC

31.12.13
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13

Parish meeting to ensure that HCC cuts the verges in the
village twice yearly.

Parish
meeting/HCC

Ongoing

14

Parish meeting to inform individual residents where
maintenance of hedges and trees would assist visibility
or prevent verge damage.

Parish
meeting/residents

Ongoing

15

Parish meeting to remind the MOD, Southern Water and
Cavendish & Gloucester plc about maintenance needed
to their estate.

Parish meeting

Ongoing

16

Parish meeting to engage fully in the development of the
improvement works to the traffic flow on the Tesco
roundabout

Parish meeting

Ongoing

17

Parish meeting to discuss with Police and WCC the
measures which could reasonably be taken to enhance
security in the parish.

Parish meeting

Ongoing

18

Parish meeting to report overgrown rights of way to HCC

Parish meeting

Ongoing

19

Parish meeting to liaise with WCC to ensure that traffic
management on the A31 during Moto Cross events at
Matterley Farm is greatly improved

Parish
meeting/WCC

Ongoing

20

WCC to demand more effective communication by event
organisers with parish residents including a complaints
process.

WCC

Ongoing

21

Parish meeting to inform WCC of the concerns about
permissible noise levels, especially after 10.30 p.m.

Parish meeting

Ongoing

22

WCC to establish a monitoring point in Chilcomb village.

WCC

31.12.13
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Attachments
Figure 1

Chilcomb Parish Map

Figure 2

A map showing the designated protected sites in the parish

Figure 3

A map showing rights of way in the parish
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