A changing climate
Climate change adaptation is the changes that people,
plants and animals make to reduce the consequences, or to
exploit the opportunities, of a changing climate. Weather
patterns are changing and we must allow for this in daily
life by adapting our homes, communities, organisations and
services to ensure they are resilient to this changing climate.

What can we expect in our
changing climate in Hampshire?
•M
 ore frequent
and drought;

extremes of flooding, heat-waves

• A reduction in frost days and snow cover;
• Milder, wetter winters, where the rain falls in
very heavy showers;
• Hotter, drier summers putting more
public water supply;

pressure on

• Greater average warming in the South, may lead
to health problems including sun stroke, heat
exhaustion and tropical insect bites and diseases;
• Sea level rise in coastal areas, more flooding
and coastal erosion.

What are the local authorities doing?
Across Hampshire, local authorities and other public services organisations, have been
working together to create a county wide Adaptation Action Plan. We aim to raise public
awareness and enable communities (including businesses) to adapt their buildings and
lives to the impacts of climate change.
•a
 dvice and help on preparing the public for severe weather events, including how to
access services during emergencies
• promote the efficient use of treated drinking water to reduce consumption and
therefore conserve water.
• influence improved resilience of water infrastructure (pipes, water treatment works etc)
owned and managed by the water companies and others to avoid contamination of
treated drinking water.
• to promote a natural environment that can flourish and support people to manage
the effects of climate change
• ensure that land use plans pay proper

regard to sustainability and climate change.

Planning for the impacts of a changing climate will help us minimise disruption and
target economic investment for the maximum effect.

