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SMP & Local Authority Partners



Our Vision

• High-integrity, nature-positive 
solutions

• Safeguard the internationally 
important habitats of the Solent 

• Enable urgently needed new housing
• Wide coverage across the Solent
• Deliver wider benefits for 

communities and wildlife
• 100% of funds generated by credit 

sales are reinvested in new 
mitigation schemes supporting 
further housing - we are a ‘not for 
profit’ organisation

• Once nutrient mitigation is no longer 
required, fund to enable the 
restoration of protected waterways



Solent Strategy

• The Solent nutrient neutrality 
catchments extend beyond local 
authority areas – hence the need for a 
strategic and dynamic response!

• Our strategy is influenced by: 
• Housing demand and mitigation 

supply analysis 
• Spatial constraints to where 

mitigation can be delivered
• River Itchen – more difficult to 

achieve phosphorus neutrality



Nutrient Neutrality in Winchester
Winchester covers three Solent Catchments – 
the Test River, the Itchen River and East 
Hampshire Rivers. 
• Development in the Test and East Hampshire 

Rivers catchment has a likely significant 
effect on the total nitrogen to marine 
protected sites – nitrogen neutrality 

• Development in the Itchen River catchment 
has a likely significant effect on the total 
phosphorous to riverine protected sites 
AND the total nitrogen to marine protected 
sites – nitrogen and phosphorus neutrality 



Mitigation 
Schemes



Stubbington Meadows, East Hampshire Catchment

• Agricultural Reversion Project creating a new 
Nature Reserve

• Partnership with Hampshire and Isle of Wight 
Wildlife Trust

• Creates 417 Nitrogen Credits and 121 BNG 
habitat units

• Extension of the Titchfield Haven Nature 
Reserve

• Creates a new circular permissive footpath
• Opportunity area in Local Nature Recovery 

Strategy



Improving Water Quality at Source, River Itchen

Upgrading Council-Owned Small Sewage Works in Winchester 
• One project complete and open for sales 
• 3 more scheduled for delivery
• 385 Nitrogen and 44 Phosphorus credits

Householder Septic Tank Upgrades Scheme
• Phase 1 in Bishop Sutton, Winchester – 
      open for householder applications
• Pipeline of nutrient credits from late Summer
• 330 nitrogen and 28 phosphorus credits
• Phase 2 in New Forest Rivers catchment
• Phase 3 – wider rollout across Solent



New Green Spaces for Communities, Test Catchment

• Land at Woodington, Wellow
• Partnership with Test Valley Borough 

Council
• Creation of a new Country Park
• Nitrogen credits – 1342 kg/TN/yr
• Biodiversity Net Gain units – 50 units
• 34 hectares of SANG for New Forest 

Recreational Disturbance Strategy
• Open for temporary and permanent 

nitrogen credits



Our nutrient credits
• Developers can buy credits with confidence – all 

schemes are approved by Natural England
• SMP is backed by 16 Local Planning Authorities
• Postcode checker for development locations
• Flexible approach – reserve credits or purchase 

in full
• Lowest administration fees
• Credits are sold in fractional units to suit the 

needs of your development
• Biodiversity Net Gain units also available soon

Default Prices for Nutrient Credits
Permanent Nitrogen 
Credits 

£3,250 per 
1kg/TN/yr

Permanent 
Phosphorus Credits 

£50,000 per 
1 kg/TP/yr

Temporary Nitrogen 
Credits 

£325 per 
1kg/TN/yr



New Offer of Temporary Credits

• Permanent credits - mitigation for a development 
in perpetuity (100 years)

• Temporary Credits -short term mitigation (up to 4 
years) pending wastewater upgrades by 2030

• Only needed in areas with planned upgrades – 
mostly inland, eg River Test and Itchen

• Temporary Credits Sales process -
• First come first serve allocation
• No reservations – temporary credits must be 

purchased upfront 
• Sold with any permanent credits - secured 

through Credit Purchase Agreement



Legislation Update - Environmental Delivery Plans

• New approach – Environmental Delivery Plans (EDPs)

• EDPs being prepared by Natural England with developers paying 
into a Nature Restoration Levy

• 16 Nutrient Neutrality EDPs, 7 Great Crested Newts. 

• The Solent is one of the nutrient areas identified but not the first 
one coming forward (Norfolk) 

• EDPs are expected to last for up to 10 years and will set out the 
type and amount of development it can support.

• The Nature Restoration Levy is a payment mechanism to 
support delivery of EDPs

• Pay levy rather than sorting bespoke mitigation or buying credits

• EDPs – not compulsory – likely to be two parallel systems when 
schemes launch. 
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