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1.1

1.2

1.3

Introduction

This screening report is to determine whether the content of the Curdridge
Neighbourhood Plan 2025 — 2041 requires a strategic environmental
assessment in accordance with the European Directive 2001/42/EC and
associated Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations
2004.

This report also contains a Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) screening
to determine whether the plan would have a likely significant effect on a
European site, either alone or in combination with other plans or projects as
required by the Habitats Directive.

This draft has been prepared to inform consultation with the statutory
consultees, Natural England, Historic England and the Environment Agency.
The consultation commenced on 30 March 2026 for the five week period up
until Friday 8 May 2026 (allowing for bank holidays). The responses are set out
in Appendix 1(to be inserted once received).



2. Neighbourhood Plan Area

2.1 The Curdridge Neighbourhood Plan area aligns with the boundary of the civil
parish of Curdridge:
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Map 1 : Plan of Neighbourhood Area

2.2 The Neighbourhood Plan has been prepared by Curdridge Parish Council (‘the
parish council’) as the qualifying body. The Neighbourhood Plan was
designated by Winchester City Council 7 August 2024. The Plan was subject to
consultation under Reqgulation 14 from 17 February 2026 to 10 April 2026.



https://ourvillage2050.com/neighbourhood-plan-final-draft/

Existing Development Plan

3.1 The neighbourhood plan area falls within the remit of Winchester City Council,
which adopted the Winchester District Local Plan 2040 on 24 March 2026.

3.2 In addition, the plan area is covered by the Hampshire Minerals and Waste
Plan, adopted in 2013, but is currently subject of a partial update with main
modifications consulted on during December 2025 and February 2026.

Table 1 Strategic Policies relevant to the Curdridge Neighbourhood Plan:

Winchester Title

District Local

Plan 2040

Policy Ref

SP1 Vision and Objectives

SP2 Spatial Strategy and Development Principles

SP2 Development in the Countryside

CN1 Mitigating and Adapting to Climate Change

D1 High Quality, Well Designed and Inclusive Places

D4 Design Principles for Market Towns and Rural Villages

1 Sustainable and Active Transport and Travel

NE1 Protecting and Enhancing Biodiversity and the Natural
Environment in the District

HE1 Historic Environment

HES Protecting the Significance of Heritage Assets (designated
and non-designated heritage assets) and Mitigating
Unavoidable Harm

HA1 Housing Provision

H2 Spatial Housing Distribution

E1 Vibrant Economy

3.3  This screening is based on the information within the Regulation 14 version of
the Neighbourhood Plan.



https://www.localplan.winchester.gov.uk/local-plan-2020-2040
https://documents.hants.gov.uk/mineralsandwaste/HampshireMineralsWastePlanADOPTED.pdf
https://documents.hants.gov.uk/mineralsandwaste/HampshireMineralsWastePlanADOPTED.pdf
https://www.hants.gov.uk/landplanningandenvironment/minerals-waste-planning/hampshire-minerals-waste-plan/minerals-waste-plan-partial-update-consultation
https://ourvillage2050.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/NP-Draft-Reg-14-.pdf

4. Key information on the emerging neighbourhood plan

Vision, and objectives of neighbourhood plan.

4.1 A combined vision and objective for Curdridge is set out at para 33 of the
neighbourhood plan and as follows:

The character and form of Curdridge should be retained by providing clear guidance
as to preferred forms of development and a requirement that relevant planning
applications are tested against that guidance.

Approach to Development

4.2 Para 31 and 32 of the neighbourhood plan explains that given the detail within
the recently adopted Winchester District Local Plan which provides “appropriate
high level control over development within Curdridge. That includes protection
for open spaces, landscape and the village environment. Additional policies at a
neighbourhood plan level would simply duplicate these and are not necessary’.
In addition there is no requirement for sites for residential or employment sites
to be allocated, therefore the neighbourhood plan simply, “provide more
detailed guidance as to appropriate forms of development.”

4.3 Accordingly, the neighbourhood plan includes a single policy, with the purpose
of adding local design and layout detail when considering applications :

Policy CNP1

Development proposals should maintain the settlement pattern and distinctive
character of Curdridge informed by the Curdridge Design Guidance and Codes
document which is annexed to this plan.

Development proposals that do not conform with the principles expressed in the
Curdridge Design Guidance and Codes will not normally be supported.




5.2

5.3
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5.5

5.6

5.7

5.8

SEA and HRA Legislative Background

The basis for strategic environmental assessment (SEA) legislation is
European Union Directive 2001/42/EC4 which requires a strategic
environmental assessment to be undertaken for certain types of plans or
programmes that could have a significant environmental effect. This was
transposed into English law by the Environmental Assessment of Plans and
Programmes Regulations 2004, commonly referred to as the SEA regulations.

To decide whether a draft neighbourhood plan might have significant
environmental effects, it must be assessed (screened) at an early stage of the
plan preparation according to the requirements set out in Regulation 9 of the
Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004.
These include a requirement to consult the environmental assessment
consultation bodies.

Where it is determined that the plan is unlikely to have significant environmental
effects (and, accordingly, does not require an environmental assessment), a
statement of reasons for the determination should be prepared. A copy of the
statement must be submitted with the neighbourhood plan proposal and made
available to the independent examiner.

If likely significant environmental effects are identified, a Strategic
Environmental Assessment needs to be carried out and an environmental
report must be prepared in accordance with paragraphs 2 and 3 of Regulation
12 of those regulations.

In accordance with Regulation 9 of the SEA Regulations 2004, Curdridge
Parish Council (the qualifying body) has requested Winchester City Council to
consider whether a Strategic Environmental Assessment of the emerging
neighbourhood plan is required due to significant environmental effects.

Sustainability Appraisal is not legally required for neighbourhood plans, but it
must be demonstrated how the neighbourhood plan contributes to the
achievement of sustainable development in the area, in accordance with
National Planning Policy Framework. It is the responsibility of the qualifying
body to demonstrate how its neighbourhood plan will contribute to achieving
sustainable development.

In addition, a Habitats Regulations Assessment identifies whether a plan is
likely to have a significant effect on a European site, either alone or in
combination with other plans or projects. This assessment must determine
whether significant effects on a European site can be ruled out based on
objective information.

European sites are defined in Regulation 8 of the Conservation of Habitats and
Species Regulation 2017 and include special areas of conservation and special
protection areas, potential special protection areas, and potential special areas
of conservation. The National Planning Policy Framework requires decision



5.9

makers to apply the same protection and process to listed or proposed Ramsar
sites. The sites collectively are referred to as habitats sites in this document.

If the conclusion of the habitats regulations assessment screening is that the
plan is likely to have a significant effect on a European site then an appropriate
assessment of the implications of the plan for the site, in view of the
conservation objectives of the site, must be undertaken. If a plan is one which
has been determined to require an appropriate assessment under the Habitats
Directive, then it will normally also require a strategic environmental
assessment.

5.10 Winchester City Council has recently adopted a new local plan and have

therefore undertaken an Integrated Impact Assessment (incorporating
Sustainability Appraisal and Strategic Environmental Assessment) and a
Habitat Regulation Assessment, throughout the plan making process.

The SEA Screening Process

5.11 The process for determining whether or not an SEA is required is called

screening. In order to conduct this screening exercise, it is necessary to
determine if a plan will have significant environmental effects using the criteria
set out in Schedule | of the 2004 Regulations. The following table provides
details of the screening assessment for Curdridge Neighbourhood Plan. A
determination cannot be made until the three statutory environmental
consultation bodies have been consulted: the Environment Agency, Natural
England and Historic England.

5.12 Within 28 days of making its determination the authority must publish a

statement such as this one, setting out its decision. If it determines that an SEA
is not required, the statement must include the reasons for this.

The HRA Screening Process

5.13 A Habitats Regulations Assessment screening will need to be carried out

which identifies whether a plan or project is likely to have a significant effect
on the integrity of a ‘European site’, either alone or in combination with other
plans or projects. This assessment must determine whether significant effects
on a European site can be ruled out on the basis of objective information.
Consultation for this process is with Natural England alone.


https://www.localplan.winchester.gov.uk/local-plan-2020-2040
https://www.localplan.winchester.gov.uk/local-plan-2020-2040/local-plan-library

6. SEA and HRA Assessments

SEA Screening Assessment

6.1 A neighbourhood plan may have a significant effect on the environment
depending on the proposals within it and a case-by-case assessment is
required. The criteria for undertaking this assessment are drawn from Article
3(5) of Directive 2001/42/EC (Annex IlI) and Schedule 1 of the UK
Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 as set
out in the table below:

Table 2 SEA Screening and Assessment of likely significant effect

Criteria in Annex Il of the SEA Winchester City Council comments for
Directive and Schedule | of the SEA Screening - ‘is there likely to be a
Regulations significant effect?’

Characteristics of the plan and programmes, having regard, in particular, to:
The degree to which the plan or The strategic framework for development is
programme sets a framework for set by the adopted Development Plan (see
projects and other activities, either Table 1 above), which has been subject to
with regard to the location, nature, SEA.

size and operating conditions or by

allocating resources Growth set by the new Local plan is

expected to be delivered through the Local
Plan site allocations.

The Neighbourhood Plan does not include
site allocations.

Overall there would be no significant
effect.

The degree to which the plan or The Neighbourhood Plan does not influence
programme influences other plans other plans or programmes, it supplements
and programmes including those in | them. The NP once made will be applied

a hierarchy alongside the other plans that form part of
the Development Plan for the District.

The Neighbourhood Plan provides local
detail of importance to the community.

Overall there would be no significant

effect.
The relevance of the plan or The neighbourhood plan does not seek to
programme for the integration of allocate sites for development and does not
environmental considerations in promote development above and beyond

particular with a view to promoting that expressed in the adopted Local Plan.
sustainable development.
Policy CNP1 seeks to retain the existing
character of the area, by allowing
development that reflects existing building
form, massing, materials and layout.

9



Criteria in Annex Il of the SEA
Directive and Schedule | of the
Regulations

Winchester City Council comments for
SEA Screening - ‘is there likely to be a
significant effect?’

Overall there would be no significant
effect.

Environmental problems relevant to
the plan or programme

Whilst the parish is rural in nature there are
few designations within it. There are a
number of locally designated Sites of Nature
Conservation Interest (see Appendix 1) and
various Tree Protection Orders.

The River Hamble along the southern
boundary of the parish falls within the Solent
and Southampton Water RAMSAR, which is
also part of the Solent Maritime SAC and
the Upper Hample Estuary and Woods
SSSI.

The parish and surrounding areas fall within
the Nitrate Vulnerable Zone. But there are
no source protection zones within the
parish.

The river Hamble and its various tributaries
fall within flood zone 2 and 3.

Overall there would be no significant
effect.

The relevance of the plan or
programme for the implementation
of community legislation on the
environment (for example plans and
programmes linked to waste-
management or water protection).

Strategies relating to waste disposal or
water protection, and other community
legislation on the environment, are dealt
with in higher tier plans which have already
been tested in full.

Overall there would be no significant
effect.

Characteristics of the effects and o
regard, in particular, to:

f the area likely to be affected, having

The probability, duration, frequency
and reversibility of the effects

The neighbourhood plan will provide a local
context to guide the layout and appearance
of future development within the parish and
will supplement adopted planning policy.
The Neighbourhood plan covers the period
to 2041.

No significant effects are envisaged due
to the scope and duration of the
neighbourhood plan.

The cumulative nature of the effects

As above

10




Criteria in Annex Il of the SEA
Directive and Schedule | of the
Regulations

Winchester City Council comments for
SEA Screening - ‘is there likely to be a
significant effect?’

No significant effects are envisaged.

The trans-boundary nature of the
effects;

No transboundary (international) effects with
another EU member state would arise from
the policies of the Neighbourhood Plan.

The risks to human health or the
environment (e.g. due to accidents);

No risks to human health have been
identified as a result of the proposed policies
in the Neighbourhood Plan.

Overall there would be no significant
effect.

The magnitude and spatial extent of
the effects (geographical area and
size of the population likely to be
affected);

The designated neighbourhood area which
coincides with the civil parish of Curdridge
covers an area of 1,197 hectares with a
population of about 1,354 (Census 2021)

Neighbourhood Plans cover small
geographical areas and their policies must
be in general conformity with the strategic
policies of the Local Plan. As such they
contain non-strategic development plan
policies to address specific local issues. The
Neighbourhood Plan will provide a

context and framework to guide future
sustainable development in the area.

Overall there would be no significant
effect.

The value and vulnerability of the
area likely to be affected due to:

i) Special natural
characteristics or cultural
heritage;

i) Exceeded environmental
quality standards or limit
values

iii) Intensive land use

And

The effects on areas or landscapes
which have a recognised national,
community or international
protection status.

The various environmental designations that
lie within the neighbourhood plan area are
set out above.

In terms of the built environment there are a
number of listed buildings in the parish:
Granary at Fairthorne Grange Farm,
Sherecroft House Sherecroft Gardens, St
Peters Church, Church View, Lower
Wandfield Farm, High House Netherhill
Lane, Granary (Netherhill House), Durley
Mill Farm, Harfields Farmhouse, Harfields
Barn, Stables and workshop (Harfields
Farm), Woodmans Farm House, Durley Mill,
Hill Farm, Woollams.

Land at Fairthorne Manor and Sherecroft
are listed on the Hampshire Gardens Trust
inventory of historic parks and gardens.

11




Criteria in Annex Il of the SEA Winchester City Council comments for
Directive and Schedule | of the SEA Screening - ‘is there likely to be a
Regulations significant effect?’

The neighbourhood plan area lies about 3.5
km from the nearest point of the South
Downs National Park to the east.

In light of the fact that the
neighbourhood Plan is not allocating
sites for development or supporting
development above and beyond that
expressed in the adopted development
plan for the area, which themselves have
been subject to SEA, it is not considered
that the Neighbourhood Plan is likely to
have any significant effects on local
heritage assets or nature conservation
interests.

As such, an SEA of the plan is not
considered necessary.

6.2 Based on these findings, the Council’s initial conclusion is that a SEA of the
Curdridge Neighbourhood Plan is not necessary under the SEA Directive and
Regulations because it has been demonstrated that there will not be significant
environmental effects as a result of the Neighbourhood Plan.

6.3 In addition, Curdridge Neighbourhood Plan has also had regard to the
following:

* The draft Neighbourhood Plan has been written to support policies from the
Strategic Policies of the Winchester District Local Plan 2040 which was subject
to SEA (as part of a Sustainability Appraisal) at a higher tier.

* The draft Neighbourhood Plan also accords with the latest National Planning
Policy Framework December 2024

Curdridge Neighbourhood Plan Relevant National Planning Policy
references Framework (2024) theme:

Whole plan 2. Achieving Sustainable Development
3. Plan-making
4. Decision making

No specific policies apply 5. Delivering a sufficient supply of
homes

6. Building a strong, competitive
economy

7. Ensuring the vitality of town centres
8. Promoting healthy and safe
communities

12



Curdridge Neighbourhood Plan Relevant National Planning Policy
references Framework (2024) theme:

9. Promoting sustainable transport
10. Supporting high quality
communications

13. Protecting Green Belt land

14. Meeting the challenge of climate
change, flooding and coastal change
15. Conserving and enhancing the
natural environment

16. Conserving and enhancing the
historic environment

Policy CNP1 11. Making effective use of land

12. Achieving well-designed places
No specific policies apply — not a 17. Facilitating the sustainable use of
function of neighbourhood plans minerals

HRA Screening Assessment

6.4  Within the Curdridge Neighbourhood Plan area, the River Hamble flows into
the southern part of the parish, and along the border with Botley parish. This
falls within the Solent and Southampton Water SPA/RAMSAR, which is also
part of the Solent Maritime SAC. It is also a SSSI (Upper Hample Estuary and
Woods). There are no other European designated sites within the
neighbourhood plan area.

6.5 There are, however, a number in this part of Hampshire:

e River Itchen SAC (5.40km")

e Portsmouth Harbour SPA/Ramsar (7.70km)

e New Forest SAC/Ramsar (11.96km)

e Emer Bog SAC (13.40km)

e Butser Hill SAC (15.87km)

e Chichester and Langstone Harbours SPA/Ramsar (16.11km)
e Solent and Isle of Wight Lagoons SAC (16.58km)

e East Hampshire Hangers SAC (20.77km)

Source : Defra Magic application

6.6 The whole parish falls within the zone of influence for designated sites in the
Solent and is consequently covered by the mitigation strategies in place with
regard to recreational disturbance, through the Solent Recreation Mitigation
Partnership known as Bird Aware Solent. This partnership utilises developer
and other contributions in a shared approach to reducing bird disturbance as a
result of new overnight accommodation across the Solent.

' Distance measured (approximate) as the crow flies from the nearest part of the parish to the
designated site

13


https://magic.defra.gov.uk/MagicMap.html
https://birdaware.org/solent/about-us/
https://birdaware.org/solent/about-us/

6.7 There are a number of locally designated sites of nature conservation interest
(SINCs), either wholly or partially within the neighbourhood area, these are
listed in Appendix A.

6.8 At the Local Plan level, the HRA screening of the Winchester District Local Plan
2040 screened in a number of impacts for the designated sites within Curdridge
parish:

Habitat Physical | Non- Air Changes | Recreational

Site/Type of damage | physical pollution |in water | pressure

impact lloss disturbance quality or

quantity
Solent Screened | Screened Screened | Screened | Screened out
Maritime SAC | in out (no out (no in (no pathway)
pathway) LSEs?)

Solent & Screened | Screened in | Screened | Screened | Screened in

Southampton | in (incl (incl FLL) out (no in (incl

Water FLL3) LSEs) FLL)

SPA/Ramsar

Source : WCC HRA report 2024
6.9  Accordingly, an appropriate assessment was undertaken to determine what

safeguards and mitigation are in place to prevent these impacts from
occurring. This concluded that the range of local plan policies within the
Biodiversity and Natural Environment chapter of the local plan and to some
extent the design policies, provided the necessary safeguards to ensure
proposals would be sufficiently assessed to avoid adverse effects on the
integrity of habitat sites or their FFL alone or in combination with other plans
and projects.

6.10 It is therefore, concluded that given the nature of the Neighbourhood Plan, in

that it does not allocate any sites for development and simply expresses a
single policy with a focus on design and layout for new development, it is
unlikely that the outcomes of this would change the outputs of the Local Plan
HRA for Neighbourhood Plan purposes. Accordingly likely significant effects
on any European site can be screened out.

2 LSEs - likely significant effects
38 FFL - functionally linked land.

14


https://www.localplan.winchester.gov.uk/LibraryAssets/inline/264/Winchester-Local-Plan-HRA-Reg19-Version-2.pdf

71

7.2

7.3

Screening outcome

This report contains the detail of the assessment of the need for the Curdridge
Neighbourhood Plan to be subject to strategic environmental assessment as
required by Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive (2001/42/EC) and
appropriate assessment as required by the Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC).

The assessment for both these requirements has been undertaken on the basis
of the single policy set out in the neighbourhood plan and summarised above.
Based on the environmental information, and the scope of the policy in the
Curdridge Neighbourhood Plan, the preliminary outcome of the assessment is:

* In respect of strategic environmental assessment, significant environmental
effects can be screened out (para 6.2-6.3, Table 2).

* In respect to habitats regulations assessment, likely significant effects can
be screened out (paras 6.4 — 6.10).

The statutory consultees, the Environment Agency, Natural England and
Historic England, will be consulted on the draft screening report for a period of
5 weeks as per the legislative requirements from 30 March 2026.
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Appendix 1 — List of SINCs within the neighbourhood plan
area

Calcott Farm Meadow 1
Calcott Farm Meadow 2
Durley Roughett

Railway Copse

Great Gold Copse

Mount Folly Copse 1

Mount Folly Copse 2

Little Gold Copse

Marshy Grassland, Botley
Meadow west of Wandfield Copse
Wangfield Copse

Railway Line Field

Sherecroft Farm Meadow
The Glebe Field

St Peter’s Churchyard
Trullmill and Pinkmead Copses
Landing Place Copse

Silford Copse

Outlands Copse and Meadow
Lyons Copse (north west)
Lyons Copse Meadows
Lyons Copse Long Meadows

Grange Copse
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Appendix 2 - Statutory Consultee Responses

Insert once received

Consultation body Comments
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