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Introduction 
 
This Heritage Statement has been prepared to accompany an Appeal against an 
Enforcement Notice under Ground A (that planning permission should be granted).  
 
The appeal site is not a listed building, and although evidently converted from an 
older building in the 1980s, it is considered that this conversion was carried out in 
such a way so that very little heritage interest relating to the former building can be 
perceived. As such, the building is unlikely to be considered to be a non-designated 
heritage asset. 
 
As noted in the Appeal Statement that this is appended to, the proposal does not 
include for any alterations to any heritage assets and therefore no listed building 
consent or conservation area consent is required. This heritage statement therefore 
deals with the impact of the proposal in terms of the setting Winchester Conservation 
Area and nearby listed buildings.  
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Heritage assets 
 
 
The appeal site is however located within the Winchester City Conservation Area, and 
within the setting of a number of nearby listed buildings. This Heritage Statement 
therefore explores each of these relevant designated heritage assets before giving a 
brief assessment of the likely impacts of the appeal proposal upon their significance.  
 
 

Winchester Conservation Area 
 
The application site is located within the Winchester Conservation Area, the relevant 
conservation area appraisal is set out within the suite of documents that are referred 
to as the Winchester Conservation Area Project. This document is based on 
assessments undertaken in the summer of 2000.  
 
A map extract showing the location of the Appeal Site within the Conservation Area is 
copied below.  
 

 
Fig. B1: Conservation Area Map extract (appeal site identified with yellow dot) 
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Section 4 of the Appraisal details the eight character areas within the Conservation 
Area, with the Appeal site lying within the (Central Winchester) Walled Town 
Character Area.  
 
The Appraisal describes this area as being dominated by the Cathedral and former 
Peninsular Barracks with the High Street continuing to be the central focus of trading 
activity.  
 
The plan extract below shows the urban structure of Winchester centre, with High 
Quality Streetscapes identified with a yellow hatched line. It is noted that although St 
Thomas Street and The Square are identified as such, Little Minster Street is not. It is 
also noted that the only mention of Little Minster Street within the Character 
Appraisal (page. 27, 2nd paragraph) the street is only mentioned in terms of it being 
linked to The Square.  

 

 
 Fig. B2: Urban Structure (from Conservation Area Character Appraisal 
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The Conservation Area Appraisal concludes by finding that the value and importance 
of the Conservation Area derives from its historical authenticity though the survival of 
particular historic buildings and archaeology and its less classified qualities as an 
urban place, including views, scale, enclosure and the overall appearance. 
 
 

Individual designated heritage assets  
(Listed Buildings) 
 
In addition to considering any impact upon the character of the Conservation Area, 
there are also a large number of listed buildings that lie near to the site and within the 
Conservation Area. They have also been considered in relation to the likely impact 
that the Appeal will have upon their setting.  
 
It is however recognised that due to the large number of listed buildings in the 
vicinity, there will be some settings which extend over the appeal site, even though 
the heritage asset might be some distance away. It is however noted that most of the 
nearby listed buildings lie on Great Minster Street with comparatively few on Little 
Minster Street. 
 
The heritage assets lying nearby can be seen in the below extract from the NHLE map.  
 

 
Fig. B3: Extract of NHLE mapping showing location of nearby listed buildings.  
 
The following list descriptions and mapping have been extracted from the NHLE.  
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Fig. B4: NHLE extract 
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Fig. B5: NHLE extract 
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Fig. B6: NHLE extract 
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Fig. B7: NHLE extract 
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Fig. B8: NHLE extract 
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Fig. B9: NHLE extract 
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Fig. B10: NHLE extract 
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Fig. B11: NHLE extract 
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Fig. B12: NHLE extract 
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Fig. B13: NHLE extract 
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Fig. B14: NHLE extract 
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Fig. B15: NHLE extract 

 
 
Site evaluation 
 
As noted above, the majority of listed buildings in the immediate vicinity of the 
Appeal site lie on Great Minster Street, with some of these buildings backing on to 
Little Minster Street. This latter street is clearly subservient to the higher status of 
Great Minster Street and St Thomas Street and has a ‘backs’ character. 
 
It is also noted that prior to the relatively large-scale redevelopment that the Appeal 
Site forms part of, Little Minster Street, would have had a much lower status 
containing warehouses and workshops etc.  
 
It is also clear that, excepting 8 and 17 Little Minster Street – which lie adjacent to 
each other across the road junction to the north of the Appeal Site, the majority 
buildings on Great Minster Street have been (separately) listed as a group. These 
buildings help to create an important backdrop to the western end of the Outer Close, 
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but it is noted that the Appeal Site does not feature in any views from the public areas 
within the Outer Close itself.  
 
In addition, and although the Appeal Site sits quite close to the Grade I Listed 
Cathedral, there is no intervisibility between these two buildings at ground level, due 
to the closely packed intervening buildings. In addition, it is also noted that the 
terrace to the top floor of the Appeal Site offers an excellent view of the west elevation 
of the Cathedral, and so it is easily inferred that it will be possible to see the terrace, 
and the pergola enclosure that this Appeal relates to, from the upper parts of the 
Cathedral. 
 
However, there are two points to consider here. Firstly, both of these views operate 
from the private areas within each building – where there will be limited scope for the 
wider public to appreciate both buildings at the same time. Secondly, the very 
prominent nature of the Cathedral itself means that it will be the central element of 
the view from the terrace, but quite clearly the reverse is not true – with the building 
that the Appeal Site forms part of being a largely unremarkable background building. 
 
Taking the above into account, it is not considered that the Appeal Site will play a 
material part in establishing and supporting the significance of either the Cathedral, 
or indeed the group of listed buildings fronting onto Great Minster Street. 
 
Turning to the Conservation Area – it is clear from reading the Conservation Area 
Appraisal that Little Minster Street plays a largely background role in helping to 
establish the overarching character of the Conservation Area. Whilst it’s narrow 
layout and closely knit buildings are characteristic of the Conservation Area, this does 
not distinguish it from many similar streets within the area. This background and low-
key character has not been significantly affected by the insertion of new buildings in 
the latter C20, largely due to these new buildings reinforcing the urban character of 
the street due to their height and siting giving a strong sense of enclosure.  
 
Indeed, it is this tight knit and highly enclosed nature of Little Minster Street that 
means that the pergola enclosure is not considered to be a particularly noticeable 
feature from street level, given its height about ground.  
 
 
 
 


