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1.1 The general amendments to the text accompanying Policy MTRA 2 (inserted paragraph 3.99-3.100 and deleted paragraph 3.78 and 3.79) are supported as it acknowledges that green field releases of land to address the housing needs of the area are required sooner than the long term. However it is considered that the policy should give greater flexibility to make provision for housing need in the short to medium term. 
1.2 In the case of Swanmore it is clear from the AMR 2011 and the SHLAA that only a limited number of sites (27) can come forward within the short to medium term within the settlement boundaries to meet the provision of 150-250 homes in Policy MTRA2 in the JCS. Whilst the policy now acknowledges that green field releases could be made more quickly through the site allocations DPD, there will still be a delay until May 2015 before adoption of the Winchester Local Plan Part 2 - Development Management and Allocations DPD, and in the case of the South Downs National Parks November 2015 (see LDS for Winchester and the SDNP). This timescale is considered to be too great to conform with the NPPF requirement to boost significantly the supply of housing, or to meet even the lower end of the Policy MTRA 2 housing targets for this and other sustainable communities. As such the policy fails to be sound in terms of housing delivery.
1.3 In these circumstances it is suggested that Policy MTRA 2 be more flexibly worded such that greenfield releases can be made prior to adoption of the Sites DPD where necessary and to meet identified supply shortfalls of land within development boundaries. It is advocated that for the JCS to be sound in terms of housing delivery and meet the requirements of para 14 of the NPPF which advocates flexibility to adapt to rapid changes, it should add a further caveat to the end of inserted paragraph 3.99 to read “...unless a shortfall of supply dictates a more urgent review and” and  within the policy change paragraph 5 second sentence to read “Appropriate sites outside the settlement boundaries will be permitted where, following an assessment of capacity within the built up area..... “
