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6 Policy DM11 – Housing for Essential Rural Workers

New permanent dwellings will generally only be permitted in the 
c t ysi e t  s t e isti  ic t f est y cti ities   

e est is e  ic t   f est y e te ises  s s s  
demonstrate that:

i. t e e is  c e y est is e  e isti  f cti  ee  
ii. t e ee  e tes t   f ti e e   e  is i i y 

e ye  i  t e ic t e f est y e te ise   es t 
relate to a part-time requirement;

iii. t e it  t e ic t f est y cti ity c ce e  e 
ee  est is e  f  t e st t ee ye s  e ee  fit e 

f  t e st e f t e  e c e t y fi ci y s   
e  c e  s ect f e i i  s

iv. t e f cti  ee  c  t e f fi e  y t e  e isti  
dwelling on the unit, or any other existing accommodation in 
t e e  ic  is s it e  i e f  cc ti  y t e 
workers concerned;

v. t e e i  is site  s  s t  eet t e i e tifie  f cti  
ee   is e e te  t  e isti  f  i i s  t e  

dwellings;
vi. t e e i  is f  si e i te t  t e cti ity f 

t e i  y  s    s  i c i  ffice 
space).

e esi  f t e e i  s  e ect c  isti cti e ess  t e 
 c cte  f its s i s

All dwellings permitted under this policy will be subject to occupancy 
c iti s est icti  t e cc cy f t e e i  t   e s  s e y 

 i y e ye   st e ye  i  ic t e  f est y  y 
resident dependants.

ef e e itti  e  e e t ic t  e i s   te y 
i i  s  fi st e est is e  f  t e st t ee ye s t  f fi  

criterion (iii) above.  

ef e e itti   te y e i  t e c  i  t ity i  
ee  t  e s tisfie  t t t e e is

a. c e  e i e ce f  fi  i te ti   i ity t  e e  t e 
enterprise concerned;

b. clear evidence that the proposed enterprise has been planned 
  s  fi ci  sis

c.  f cti  ee  f  t e cc ti  ic  c t e 
s tisfie  y e isti  e y cc ti
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Temporary agricultural dwellings will be subject to occupancy conditions 
 i  y e e y e e itte  f   e i  f  t  t ee ye s  

fte  ic  ti e t e ee s f t e i  i  e e ie e

Temporary permissions will not normally be renewed and it is expected 
that a permanent dwelling will be constructed in its place, or in the 
i e i te c ti  s  t e ee  f  te  cc ti  

e e st te   t e s  f fi s c ite i  i   i  e f   
permanent dwelling.

Occupancy conditions on essential rural workers dwellings will only be 
e e  e e t e c  i  t ity is s tisfie  t t t e te  
ee  f  t e e i  s ce se   t e e is  e i e ce f  c ti i  
ee  f  si  f  e s s e y  i y e ye  i  ic t e  

f est y  t e i   i  t e s i  e

e  si  i  t e c t ysi e t e  t  f  ic t   f est y 
workers (or replacement dwellings) will generally not be permitted.  
Where other rural workers claim to have essential accommodation needs 
(e.g. in equestrian enterprises) these should normally be met within the 
e isti  si  st c   e  ic ti s f  s c  e i s e e 
t ey i  e s ect t  t e tests  e i e e ts f t is icy  e e 
efe e ces t  ic t e  f est y s  e t e  t  y t  t e 

particular enterprise concerned as appropriate.

6.3.33 Equestrian enterprises and horse-activities are now an integral part of the rural 
landscape. Their operation contributes to the rural economy and can have 
important tourism and leisure benefits. However, the unrestricted development 
of such facilities can be detrimental to the local environment, in terms of visual 
impact and the effect on local amenity.

6.3.34 Developments should aim to reduce their visual impact by minimising the 
need for additional buildings, structures and other associated development, 
including hard standing, parking or manure storage areas, fencing, jumps, 
horse boxes and other paraphernalia, and landscape re-modelling. Generally 
new buildings should be located adjacent to existing buildings to avoid isolated 
or scattered development, although occasionally it may be preferable to locate 
new development away from existing development to minimise impacts on local 
landscape character. Each site will be considered on its merits, having regard to 
other possible site options and the wider context, including the existence of other 
equestrian development in the area.

6.3.35 Equestrian development should maintain and enhance the rural character of the 
area, by careful design of the development and the materials used, including 
fencing. The sub-division of paddocks can be particularly harmful if inappropriate 
materials are used, such as coloured tape. Landscaping schemes will be required 
as part of the proposals and screening may need to be provided in order to 
secure satisfactory visual appearance.  
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6 6.3.36 Proposals will need to comply with all other relevant policies of the Plan and 
attention is drawn in particular to Policy DM23 Rural Character, and Policies 
DM14-DM18 which set out site design and layout considerations. Proposals 
within the Settlement Gaps identified in Policy CP18 should have regard to the 
requirements of that policy.

6.3.37 Residential accommodation will not generally be permitted in association with 
equestrian development, unless an essential need can be demonstrated. The 
provisions of Policy DM11 will apply in such cases, including the imposition of 
occupancy restrictions on any residential accommodation permitted.

6.3.38 Equestrian developments may have traffic implications and these will be taken 
into account regarding impacts on amenity and the local environment. Some 
equestrian developments may be near to residential properties or the access 
to the development may pass such properties. Amenity impacts caused by the 
operation of the development, including the storage and disposal of waste, 
will therefore also be taken into account when considering proposals.

Policy DM12 – Equestrian Development
 

se e te  f ci ities  e e e t e te  t  i   
equestrian enterprises, including stables, training areas, riding centres 
or studs, will be permitted where a countryside location is necessary, 
provided they comply with the Development Plan and:

i. e est se f e isti  i f st ct e st t y e isti  
e ic   fie  ccess  t c s  i e ys  ti ities  

buildings;
ii. respect existing landscape pattern and minimise visual impact, 

y e s f c ti  sc e  e ce  esi
iii.  t i e t e e ecti  f e  i i s   ss ci te  

fe t es s c  s  st i  i   e st e 
sites, which may harm the existing landscape through isolated 
or scattered development; 

iv.  t  t e c cte  f t e e  y e s  f t e 
cumulative impact when considered with other similar 
enterprises in the area;

v.  t i e t e se f c st cti  te i s  y 
t e t e ts  i ti  siti  f e s f st i  

e   e te e  ccess tes   t e  i f st ct e e te  
to the equestrian development that would have an adverse 
i ct  t e e ce f t e sc e

vi. do not have an unacceptable impact on residential amenities 
in the vicinity;

vii. i c e  s tisf ct y sc i  sc e e  i i  
sc ee i  y t e t e t  isi  f  f t e 
maintenance. 

e e e e t f esi e ti  cc ti  i  c ecti  it  
equestrian development will be considered in accordance with Policy 

  e e e e t f isit  cc ti  i  ss ci ti  it  
e est i  e e e t i  e c si e e  i  e ti  t  t e c ite i  f 
Policy MTRA4.


