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In these villages a modest level of development may be allowed which could
help, for example, to retain the local school or Post Office, provide affordable
accommodation, or encourage more small businesses and opportunities for
young people. In others the development requirements may relate to very
specific concerns that have been identified in a community plan or
Neighbourhood Plan.

6.26 A key challenge is to allow some development to respond to local needs where
appropriate and justified, whist ensuring that this spatial area retains its
overriding characteristics of being countryside with dispersed settlements of
varying sizes. It would not be appropriate or acceptable to allow uncontrolled
or sporadic development to occur across the District. For this reason the
following policy subdivides all the settlements into two categories – those with
existing settlement boundaries and those without. The intention is that these
boundaries are retained in their existing form, but where a community wishes
to review its settlement boundary through the preparation of a future
development plan document or Neighbourhood Plan this will be supported.
The purpose is to ensure that change is possible but through a controlled and
considered process.

6.27 A substantial number of the settlements that lie within the rural part of the
District are also within the South Downs National Park, where development
proposals will be required to comply with National Park purposes, to conserve
and enhance the natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage of the area and
to promote opportunities for the understanding and enjoyment of the special
qualities of the Park by the public. It is also a duty to seek to foster the
economic and social well-being of the local communities within the National
Park. It will be necessary for development in these settlements to respect this
designation which may limit the scope for development (see also policy CP19).

6.28 There may also be opportunities for sites to be brought forward as ‘exception
sites’, to allow small scale rural affordable housing schemes to be permitted
on sites where market housing would not be permitted. Such sites specifically
respond to demonstrable local affordable housing needs and are covered
elsewhere in this Plan (see policy CP4)

6.29 The following policy identifies for clarity which settlements may be considered
suitable for development/redevelopment opportunities and potentially for
proportionate greenfield releases, whereas in others, due to their size and
nature, there is a more restrictive approach.

Policy MTRA 3 - Other Settlements in the Market Towns and Rural Area 

Within those settlements in the Market Towns and Rural Area listed
below the purpose of development should be to meet local needs
through development, commensurate with their size, character and
function: 

● within the defined boundaries of the following settlements
development and redevelopment opportunities will be supported - 

Cheriton, Compton Down, Corhampton, Droxford, Hambledon,
Hursley, Itchen Abbas (part), Knowle, Littleton, Micheldever,
Micheldever Station, Old Alresford, Otterbourne, South Wonston,
Southdown, Southwick, Sparsholt, Sutton Scotney, Twyford,
West Meon. 

● within the following settlements, which have no clearly defined
settlement boundary, development and redevelopment that consists
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of infilling of a small site within a continuously developed
road frontage may be supported, where this would be of a
form compatible with the character of the village and not
involve the loss of important gaps between developed areas -

Abbots Worthy, Avington, Beauworth, Beeches Hill,
Bighton, Bishops Sutton, Bramdean, Chilcomb, Compton-
Street, Crawley, Curbridge, Curdridge, Durley, Durley Street, 
East Stratton, Easton, Exton, Gundleton,  
Headbourne Worthy (part), Hundred Acres, Itchen Stoke,
Kilmeston, Lower Upham, Martyr Worthy, Meonstoke, 
New Cheriton/Hinton Marsh, Newtown, North Boarhunt,
Northbrook, Northington and Swarraton, Itchen Abbas (part),
Otterbourne Hill, Ovington, Owslebury, Shawford,
Shedfield, Shirrell Heath, Soberton, Soberton Heath, 
Stoke Charity, Tichborne, Upham, Warnford, Wonston,
Woodmancott.

Other development proposals may be supported to reinforce a
settlement’s role and function, to meet a community need or to
realise local community aspirations. These should be identified 
through a Neighbourhood Plan or process which demonstrates 
clear community support.

All new development should be appropriate in scale and design and
conserve each settlement’s identity, countryside setting, key historic
characteristics and local features, particularly as identified in Village
Design Statements, the District Landscape Assessment or other
guidance. Development should protect areas designated for their local,
national, or international importance, such as Gaps and the South
Downs National Park.

The Countryside
6.30 Very small communities which are no more than a collection of houses or

isolated dwellings are not covered by the above policies and are considered to
be within the wider countryside. Development will be limited to that which
has an essential need to be located in the countryside. This may include
development which is necessary for agricultural, horticultural or forestry
purposes, and certain types of open recreational uses which require a
countryside location.

6.31 In addition, there are a number of existing buildings within the countryside of
the District, some of which are no longer in use and others which are occupied
by existing users or businesses which may need to expand. These existing
structures are often an accepted part of the landscape and it is considered
appropriate to provide for them to be used productively, through re-use, or
for them to be redeveloped.

Policy MTRA 4 - Development in the Countryside 

In the countryside, defined as land outside the built-up areas of
Winchester, Whiteley and Waterlooville and the settlements covered by
MTRA 2 and 3 above, the Local Planning Authority will only permit the
following types of development:
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● development which has an operational need for a countryside
location, such as for agriculture, horticulture or forestry; or 

● proposals for the reuse of existing rural buildings for employment,
tourist accommodation, community use or affordable housing (to
meet demonstrable local housing needs). Buildings should be of
permanent construction and capable of use without major
reconstruction; or

● expansion or redevelopment of existing buildings to facilitate the
expansion on-site of established businesses or to meet an
operational need, provided development is proportionate to the
nature and scale of the site, its setting and countryside location; or

● small scale sites for low key tourist accommodation appropriate to
the site, location and the setting.

Development proposed in accordance with this policy should not cause
harm to the character and landscape of the area or neighbouring uses,
or create inappropriate noise/light and traffic generation.

6.32 Across the District there are a number of large commercial and
educational/training establishments set in the wider countryside: IBM
(Hursley), Defence establishments (Winchester, Worthy Down and Southwick),
Sparsholt College (Sparsholt), Marwell Wildlife (Colden Common), and Arqiva
(Crawley). These establishments are primarily involved in business and training
activities which support the District’s economy and it is important that they
can continue to thrive. They also employ large numbers of people with a range
of skills that the Council wishes to retain locally. 

6.33 Increasingly these organisations are looking to meet modern business needs
through adaptation and expansion of their existing buildings. Often these
establishments occupy former country estates outside of any defined
settlement, where development would normally be constrained. Marwell
Wildlife (Colden Common) also lies within the South Downs National Park.
However, the City Council and the NPA recognises the value of these
organisations and their contribution to the local economy and wish to work
with them to plan for their future needs.

Policy MTRA 5 - Major Commercial and Educational Establishments
in the Countryside 

The Local Planning Authority will support the retention and
development of major commercial and educational establishments
which occupy rural locations in the District, where this will help them
continue to contribute to the District’s economic prosperity. Because of
their sensitive rural locations, masterplans should be prepared prior to
development which identify the site opportunities and constraints,
promote sensitive land and building stewardship, promote sustainable
development, and maximise sustainable transport opportunities, whilst
limiting impacts on the surrounding environment and communities. 
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