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OPENING OUR DOORS 
AGAIN, OUR DISTRICT 
GETS BACK TO 
BUSINESS…

CELEBRATING 100 YEARS 
OF COUNCIL HOMES IN 
WINCHESTER
PAGE 14

BIODIVERSITY – A 
SPECIES RETURNS!
PAGE 12

IN THIS EDITION...

WINCHESTER SPORT

Since the doors opened 
in May, we’ve made over 
100,000 visits to Winchester 
Sport & Leisure Park. Move 
over home routines – our 
district has dived right in, 
and we’re loving it.

In fact, so many of us are 
booking exercise classes 
with friends in the state-
of-the-art facilities, the 
centre has already added an 
additional 12 weekly classes 
to cope with demand...

It’s fair to say, your sights 
are set on maintaining a 
healthy lifestyle as the 
world looks to recover from 
the pandemic. And we’ve 
got the message - see pages 
4, 5, 20, 21 and 24 for more.

MEADOWSIDE 
MAKEOVER:

FIND OUT HOW THE 
SOUTH OF THE DISTRICT IS 
BENEFITTING FROM SOME 

FITNESS FACILITY TLC

ACTIVE 
LIFESTYLES

JOIN IN, SEE PAGE 20!

& LEISURE PARK

FIGHTING FIT AT

READ MORE 
ON PAGE 5!

PAGE 8
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A MESSAGE FROM ...

Autumn often heralds new beginnings. This summer many 
of us managed much needed reunions with friends and 
family, and we’re now cautiously returning to a slightly more 
familiar routine. For many of us this includes a welcome 
return to school or further education and getting back to 
work (if not always at the workplace).

Our district is already showing signs of recovery and the 
increase in footfall in our high streets is outstripping many 
other areas in the South East – testament of course to 
community loyalty to supporting local businesses. One 
fantastic example of this is Robert Shields CBE, who 
has received the council’s Millennium Egg Award in the 
Winchester Business Awards for all he has done for Bishop’s 
Waltham.  

After 18 months of co-ordinating vital COVID-19 response 
work, your council is focussing on supporting our businesses 
to recover. If you work in the Winchester district your 
business may be able to access direct help (including a 
free online selling platform; access to recovery grants and 
information bulletins). Find out more on pages 8 and 9.
 
At the heart of all we do is you, our customers, and we 
continue to provide essential services to make sure the 
district is a wonderful place to live and work. If you need to 

contact your council, we’re still here for 
you - see page 23 to find out ways you 

can get in touch and keep up to date 
with developments across the district. 

This summer I was invited to the House of Lords to give 
evidence in an inquiry designed to gain insight into the 
way local authorities were coping with the demands of 
recovery as we look to the future in a post-lockdown 
Winchester.

This was a privilege – only four council Leaders were 
approached and I was accompanied by the Leaders of 
Bradford, Yarmouth and the Highland councils - all our 
organisations have been going ‘above and beyond’ in our 
response to the pandemic and its aftermath. Quizzed on 
our long-term plans for future development, I was able 
to explain how our Local Plan was being developed in 
close consultation with local communities, with a focus 
on building sustainably. Our open spaces, maintained 
throughout the pandemic, were a key part of the council’s 
commitment to keeping you safe as possible while still 
being able to enjoy your surroundings, and our focus 
on recovery meant our relationship with the business 
community across our district has never been stronger.

We all enjoyed the benefits of fewer cars on our roads, 
and the increased emphasis on walking and cycling is 
something that we want to build on. We declared a 
climate emergency in 2019, and we held the first of our 
Open Forums on this last month. Watch this space for 

more events like this! It’s been a testing 
18 months, but your council remains 

as committed to your priorities as 
ever before.

 

LUCILLE THOMPSON 
LEADER OF 
WINCHESTER CITY COUNCIL

LAURA TAYLOR 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OF 
WINCHESTER CITY COUNCIL

LISTEN AND LOOP IN LIVE...
We’ve held virtual meetings but now we're back to meeting in person. Throughout the pandemic 
we’ve constantly innovated to make sure that you can keep in the loop about local decisions and 
developments. Because all our public meetings are now streamed remotely as a matter of course, you can 
listen live, or catch up on YouTube after the meeting here: youtube.com/winchestercc.

https://www.youtube.com/winchestercc
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EUROS 2020
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BLACK LIVES 
MATTER

KEEPING YOU 
SAFE WHILE 
SUPPORTING 
OUR 
BUSINESSES
To help protect you and also support 
our businesses to continue trading 
through the pandemic, we’ve been 
providing COVID-19 guidance to 
hundreds of businesses across the 
district, visiting premises, issuing licenses 
and responding to questions raised by 
members of the public.

The hospitality industry saw ‘streeteries’ 
pop up that allowed local businesses to 
offer local people to enjoy the district’s 
fantastic food and drink offer in the 
fresh air.

And with our world-class cultural scene 
reshaped with COVID-19 secure events, 
our teams were working behind the 
scenes before and during the events, 
advising and supporting organisers to 
help keep you safe.
               

YOUR COUNCIL 
IN ACTION

Between February and April we consulted 
on the first phase of our new Local Plan 
despite the lockdown. We set about 
creating a new Local Plan website for the 
consultation, using digital channels and a 
series of online events. 

The online sessions were a success 
with over 2,200 of you letting us know 
what mattered to you when it comes to 
development close to home. 

It’s not too late to get involved in helping 
us draw up a refreshed Local Plan – take a 
look here to see how: 
localplan.winchester.gov.uk/

“COVID-19 challenged us to 
change how we hear your 

feedback as part of our Local Plan 
consultation. I’m proud to say that 

we rose to challenge, building an 
online-only series of events which 
not only captured the imagination 

of residents but has also been 
recognised by the Royal Town 

Planning Institute (RTPI) who have 
shortlisted Winchester City Council 

for Planning Excellence Award.”

CLLR RUSSELL 
GORDON-SMITH

CABINET MEMBER FOR 
BUILT ENVIRONMENT

LIGHTING 
UP THE 
GUILDHALL 
CLOCK
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PLANNING 
APPLICATIONS 
SURGE
With a lot more of us spending 
time at home, we saw a 20% rise 
in planning applications relating 
to extensions and improvements. 
On average we deal with 3,000 
applications each year, and in 2021 
we’ve already processed 2,290 
across the Winchester district.

ANOTHER 
GOLD WIN 
FOR ANIMAL 
WELFARE
Our Animal Welfare team has won 
another two RSPCA GOLD awards 
for their amazing work. This is our 
10th RSPCA award in five years. 
This time around, we gained two 
awards in the RSPCA’s PawPrints 
Awards 2021 - A Gold Stray 
Dogs and a Gold Animal Activity 
Licensing Award. 

G
O

LD

http://www.localplan.winchester.gov.uk/


• The 50m pool overlooking beautiful parkland 

• A separate training pool for budding Olympians

• Our hydrotherapy suite for recovery, 
physiotherapy and assisted swim sessions

• The low noise, natural light eight-court sports 
hall

• Four squash courts 

• A 200 station-gym with picture window views 
of Chilcomb 

• Two large studios for a range health and 
wellbeing classes

• The immersive spin cycling studio with 40 bikes

• The kids’ colourful climbing facility – no more 
climbing the walls at home, kids! 

• Fantastic treatment clinic for pampering and 
relaxation

• Crush Café - serving healthy snacks in a sun 
flooded seating area

SPORT 
IN STYLE
Winchester Sport & Leisure Park has been 
open for four months so we popped down 
to Bar End to speak to some of the 100,000 
visitors who’ve taken advantage of the 
facilities, which include:

Penny Kimpton and her team have had a busy few 
months pampering happy clients from top to toe with 
manicures, massages and expert medical skincare 
treatments. Now a firm fixture at the centre, the team 
have settled in quickly. Penny said:

“We love our new business premises – the space is light, 
modern and uplifting place to help people make their 
day a little bit special. We’re welcoming more and more 
people through the doors every day and after a year of 
lockdowns and restrictions, we’ve never been happier to 
be back doing what we do best: pampering you!”   

Find out more; 

       www.sparx-beauty.com/

       info@sparx-beauty.com 

       01962 878979

VISIT SPARX BEAUTY! 

1,000 
PEOPLE A DAY USING THE GYM

12 GROUP CLASSES ADDED
EXTRA WEEKLY

AN ALL TIME HIGH FOR 
PEOPLE BOOKING PERSONAL 
TRAINERS
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BACK TO POOL
Since the centre opened over 30,000 people 
have made a splash in the Olympic sized pool 
at the new centre.

WE'VE SEEN: 

www.sparx-beauty.com/


“We’ve been busy making 
sure our leisure centres are fit 

for the future. Over the last year 
Winchester Sport & Leisure Park 

opened its doors and Meadowside 
has also benefitted from 

improvement works. 

 I’m so pleased to see so many 
residents across the district enjoying 

the return to exercise. We said we 
were serious about helping you 

keep in good health – and in this 
uncertain era the opening of this 

state-of-the art centre and the 
reopening of an improved facility at 
Meadowside has offered so many of 

us something positive.

I’ve been delighted to see so many 
children at the centres. It’s been a 

joy to see all these smiling faces, out 
and about and loving life again!”

CLLR ANGELA CLEAR 
CABINET MEMBER FOR 

COMMUNITIES AND 
WELLBEING

SUSTAINABLY 
YOURS  
Winchester Sport & Leisure 
Park has officially been 
recognised as BREEAM 
EXCELLENT. That means it’s 
one of the most sustainably 
operated centres in the 
country!

HAVE YOUR SAY!
WHAT DO YOU THINK OF THE NEW FACILITIES?

“The pool is 
really lovely - 
and clean.”

Krista

“The amount of 
equipment provided 

is very accessible 
to use, the staff are 

very friendly and 
are always willing 

to help. Great 
leisure centre.”

Essie

“A very 
social place 
– everyone’s 

very friendly.” 

Charlie

“The gym is very 
spacious, plenty 
of equipment.”

Daniele

“I’ve been here three times this week with my 
boys, and every time they have enjoyed the 

climbing. The staff have been so helpful with 
my youngest (4) helping him get the hang 
of coming down. They are already thinking 

about coming back next week.” 

Mark
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It’s not just the city centre that’s benefitted from an overhaul of 
fitness facilities… Meadowside Leisure Centre in Whiteley has 
been revamped and the gorgeous new facilities are now open 
to you! 

Everyone Active hosted an open day on Saturday 2 October and 
hundreds of local people flocked to see the refurbished centre 
which boasts a newly expanded 50-station gym. The £175k 
makeover also includes a duo use group cycling and virtual studio, 
two five-a-side floodlit pitches and a three-court sports hall.

MEADOWSIDE
MAKEOVER



CENTRAL WINCHESTER

ARCHAEOLOGY
On 6 October a crowd 
gathered at Winchester 
Bus Station to meet 
the University 
of Winchester’s 
ARCA team of geo-
archaeologists and learn what's under 
the surface of central Winchester.

Findings included a Saxon cow femur 
and oysters hailing from the Victorian 
era. The Archaeology Advisory Panel 
gave a public presentation and answered 
questions from the public. 
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HANDING OVER 
THE KEYS TO 
KEY WORKERS
In the heart of the Central Winchester Regeneration area, 
the previously derelict Coitbury House re-opened last 
month to offer temporary accommodation to local young 
professionals and key workers.

Working with the LOWE group, our reliable property 
‘guardians’ are actively helping to keep Coitbury House 
secure and adding a sense of community in the area whilst 
plans for the wider regeneration of the site are progress. 

We spoke to Guardian Manager 
Joe Pennington from LOWE:

"Our guardians are very excited 
to be fulfilling a crucial role 
in Winchester by helping to 
ensure Coitbury House is 
safe, secure and well-kept. 
Particularly with the help of our 
Head Guardian John, Coitbury 
House has undergone a brilliant 
transformation.

LOWE has provided a budget 
to the Guardians for communal 
furniture, decorative items 
and a new lick of paint. These 
occupants are helping to keep 
Coitbury House in great condition 

as the regeneration project 
commences."

Bringing life back to Coitbury 
House is the first phase of 
our ‘meanwhile uses strategy’ 
for Central Winchester, with 
improvements to the site of the 
old Friarsgate Medical Centre site 
coming soon. 

The major new flood defence for 
Winchester at Durngate has now been 
completed. Despite the challenges 
presented by the pandemic, the 
construction of these latest defences 
was completed on time and on 
budget.  The multi-stage scheme now 
protects Winchester city centre with 
an uninterrupted 950-meter flood 
defence system.

The total cost of the project was 
around £1.5 million funded by the 
Environment Agency and City Council. 
The council’s contribution of £800,000 
was paid for by our Community 
Infrastructure Levy (CIL).

CLOSING THE 
FLOODGATES
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Since April 2021 we've allocated 
£1,532,500 of Community 
Infrastructure Levy funding, 
allowing local improvements such 
as:

• Parkour, outdoor gym 
and playground facilities 
at Littleton, St Vigor Way 
and Wickham respectively 
(£47,000) 

• A car park extension Bishop’s 
Waltham Jubilee Hall 
(£50,000) 

• The Durley School crossing 
point (£10,000) 

• Winchester wayfinding signs 
(£50,000) 

IMPROVEMENTS 
ACROSS THE 
DISTRICT
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Recently we’ve been reminded of the huge importance of community spirit. And 
in the last year the Community Grants team awarded 57 grants to the value 
of £585,817, supporting some of the amazing organisations that are providing 
outstanding services to Winchester district. 

On Wednesday 15 September Winchester City Council and Community First were joined 
online by representatives from over 40 organisations including The National Lottery 
and Hampshire and Isle of Wight Community Foundation, who offered hints and tips 
about applying for the range of funds available. The event was captured by local graphic 
recorder Emma Paxton from Imagistic:

COMMUNITY SUPPORT: 
GRANTED!

Every year we check the electoral register is up to date and all residents have 
received a letter, email (or both) from Winchester City Council for the Annual 
Canvass. If you need to update the record please respond following the 
instructions sent to you. 

Our staff will be visiting households or calling those who haven’t responded 
from 15 October and will just need a few minutes of your time to make sure 
we’ve got it right. All our staff will have ID if they visit your home.

DONT LOSE YOUR VOTE

@WCCGrant 

Grants at Winchester City Council 

CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU – 
HERE TO HELP
Winchester City Council works in partnership with Citizens 
Advice Bureau – part of our efforts to provide support 
services to the voluntary sector with Community First. 

Sue Campbell, CEO of Citizens Advice Winchester, explains:

“We provide essential advice services to people across 
Winchester district, on areas like debt, benefits, 
employment, housing, and other key areas impacting 
local people’s lives, helping them to find a way 
forward with the issues they face. Our services are 
often a lifeline to people in urgent need of help, and 
many more people have needed us since the pandemic 
began. We simply couldn’t do this vital work without 
the support and partnership of Winchester City Council, and we are, as ever, 
hugely grateful to them for this.” 

If you’re looking for advice, you can find out more about Citizen’s Advice and how they can 
help you at: https://citizensadvicewinchester.org.uk/

River Park Leisure Centre and No.158, High 
Street now sport large scale images in their 
windows designed to encourage people to 
respect, protect and enjoy, as well as visit 
high streets across the district.

SUPPORTING 
OUR RECOVERY

SMALL GRANTS SCHEME
Do you know a local voluntary or 
community group looking to buy a piece 
of equipment or plan an activity? They 
could be eligible for a grant of up to 
£500.

Find out more on our dedicated website: 
winchester.gov.uk/grants

CROWDFUND WINCHESTER
Match-funding support for organisations 
of up to £4,000 is available through the 
Crowdfunder platform. Both businesses 
and not-for-profit organisations within 
the district are invited to apply. Read 
more about the support available: 
winchester.gov.uk/crowdfunding

For more information on grants, visit our 
website, www.winchester.gov.uk/grants 
or contact us for further information on 
grants@winchester.gov.uk or 
01962 848 256. 

https://www.citizensadvicewinchester.org.uk/
www.winchester.gov.uk/grants
http://www.winchester.gov.uk/crowdfunding


And we’re continuing to get funds to where they can make a 
difference… With a further £1.3m of Government funds being 

distributed to the businesses most affected by COVID-19 through 
further discretionary grants. Keep an eye on our website so you 
never miss a grant opportunity. 
winchester.gov.uk/grants-for-businesses

NEVER MISS A 
BUSINESS GRANT
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CLLR MARTIN TOD
CABINET MEMBER FOR 
ECONOMIC RECOVERY

“It’s fantastic to be 
able to welcome all 
residents back to enjoy 
everything the Winchester 
district has to offer. Having 
supported businesses through 
the past 18 months, it’s clear what a 
hard time business owners have had. 
We’re happy that they can throw open 
their doors and welcome us back, with 
minimal disruption in the coming months.

While it’s fantastic so many of us are 
returning to activities in and around the 
district, it’s important to remember some 
of us may still be nervous, and may still be 
shielding for a number of reasons. And we 
want to continue to offer support to those 
who need to stay at home as well as to 
your local businesses on the high street. To 
that end, we have offered ShopAppy free 
to independent businesses and community 
organisations across the district for 12 
months. It’s just one part of the council’s 
plans to help local businesses recover, 
innovate and thrive in a post COVID-19 
world. We’ll continue to work alongside you 
and your businesses to ensure Winchester is 
back to business, safely.”

BUSINESS RECOVERY

Your council is on hand to help local business 
get back on their feet by providing access to 
grants and financial support.

Over £5 million of discretionary grant funding 
received from the Government has already 
been given out, helping over 1,100 local 
businesses keep their doors open. We have 
helped businesses across the Winchester district 
in Alresford, Bishop’s Waltham, Denmead, 
Whiteley, Wickham, Winchester City Centre and 
in many of our rural areas.

CAN WE HELP 
YOUR BUSINESS?…

Funding awarded by the council as part of the Additional 
Restrictions Grant scheme went to The Brick House Bed 

and Breakfast and South Downs Sourdough Artisan 
Bakery School. The cash injection helped sustain this 

Cheriton-based business and owner, Mark Horner 
told us about the impact of this grant: 

“We had our income completely curtailed by the first lockdown. Our 
sourdough classes are practical classes that don’t translate well online. 

It is virtually impossible to offer the same experience, have the same 
tools or raw materials to hand. 

This grant fund has allowed us to keep our head above water 
and we are hopeful that we can once again deliver classes."

BREADWINNERS

HOLDING 
STEADY

MitchTV Steadicam Ltd was 
another business able to 
benefit from our Hardship 
Grant. Owner, Melanie 
Mitchell, said:

"My husband and I wanted to say 'thank you' for 
considering our application for a Discretionary Grant and 
awarding us funding from the COVID-19 Hardship Fund. 
We are most grateful for the financial support which has 
very much been a 'life-line' for our business.”  

WINCHESTER
DISTRICT

http://www.winchester.gov.uk/grants-for-businesses


Information correct as of 03/03/2021

RETAILERS TO 
E-TAILERS – 
VISIT YOUR LOCAL 
HIGH STREET ONLINE 
INTRODUCING 
SHOPAPPY…
Our new virtual high street from ShopAppy 
means you can now browse shop windows, 
book appointments and order products 
from local businesses that really need your 
support – and all from the comfort of your 
own home! So if you’re an avid shopper, 
support your local businesses and visit the 
ShopAppy website 
shopappy.com/winchester

Independent businesses on our district’s 
high streets can register to appear on the 
platform for free: we successfully applied 
for Reopening High Streets Safely funding 
and ShopAppy have made a generous offer 
to businesses in our district offering eligible 
organisations a 12 month listing.

Interested? If you’re an owner of an 
independent business, please email 
shoplocal@shopappy.com
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S H O P  L O C A L  
S H O P  W I N C H E S T E R  
I N D E P E N D E N T  S H O P P I N G  F R O M  A C R O S S  T H E  
W I N C H E S T E R  D I S T R I C T  J U S T  O N E  C L I C K  AWAY

SHOPAPPY.COM/WINCHESTER

R P L C  -  S H U T T E R  G R A P H I C S 
G R A P H I C  3 . 2  -  4 9 0 0 ( W )  X  2 9 0 0 ( H )  ( A R T W O R K  AT  1 : 4  )

Any queries please contact the client, Winchester City Council or:
Vincent Creative  |  Steve Vincent  |  07818 411 456  |  steve@vincentcreative.co.uk

DO NOT PRINT:   Cut   Bleed (50mm bleed on each edge)

As well as supporting them in person, you can 
now visit 150 local shops from the comfort of 
your sofa! That’s because businesses all over 
the district are signing up in droves to promote 
their wares!

#LOVELOCAL 

SMALL BUSINESS GRANT & RETAIL 
HOSPITALITY & LEISURE
Awarded: £27,690,000
No. of awards: 2,171

LOCAL RESTRICTIONS SUPPORT 
GRANT LOCKDOWN 2
Awarded: £1,475,966
No. of awards: 826

LOCAL RESTRICTIONS SUPPORT GRANT 
(2-25 DEC) 
Awarded: £6,859
No. of awards: 10

LOCAL RESTRICTIONS SUPPORT GRANT 
(2-25 DEC) 
Awarded: £126,029
No. of awards: 111

CHRISTMAS SUPPORT PAYMENT 
FOR WET-LED PUBS
Awarded: £46,000
No. of awards: 46

LOCAL RESTRICTIONS SUPPORT GRANT 
TIER 4
Awarded: £503,917
No. of awards: 799

LOCAL RESTRICTIONS SUPPORT GRANT 
LOCKDOWN 3
Awarded: £4,461,327
No. of awards: 821

CLOSED BUSINESS LOCKDOWN
Awarded: £4,353,000
No. of awards: 821

RESTART - STRAND 1 (RETAIL)
Awarded: £921,371
No. of awards: 244

RESTART - STRAND 2 (HOSPITALITY & LEISURE)
Awarded: £5,686,000
No. of awards: 541

Pic of person 
(team)

GRANT TYPE: DISCRETIONARY
AMOUNT OF FUNDING ALLOCATED: £1.4 MILLION
NO OF BUSINESSES: 282

GRANT TYPE: ADDITIONAL RESTRICTIONS 
AMOUNT OF FUNDING ALLOCATED: £2.3 MILLION
NO OF BUSINESSES: 467

GRANT TYPE: HARDSHIP
AMOUNT OF FUNDING ALLOCATED: £506,000
NO OF BUSINESSES: 83

GRANT TYPE: TAXIS
AMOUNT OF FUNDING ALLOCATED: £203,038
NO OF TAXI DRIVERS: 184

GRANT TYPE: TRANSFORMATION, ADAPTATION AND 
DIVERSIFICATION 
AMOUNT OF FUNDING ALLOCATED: £592,063
NO OF BUSINESSES: 86

DISCRETIONARY LOCAL GRANTS
The Government provided funds to help us support local businesses during and 
after the restrictions in place to 
curb the spread of COVID-19.
Here's how the money 
was distributed...

NATIONAL GRANT 
FUNDING
We have also been busy ensuring local businesses benefitted 
from other key funding streams released by the Government:
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This Green Week 
with the launch 

of our new TREE 
TRAIL –  the 

essential spotter 
guide to over 26 

tree species in 
Winchester. 

 

HUG A TREE

Winchester is home to an abundance of trees. Immerse 
yourself in the nature of this city and learn more about 
these fascinating trees.

visitwinchester.co.uk

If you would like this leaflet in a 
larger format, please contact the 
visitor information centre

01962 840 500  
tourism@winchester.gov.uk
visitwinchester.co.uk 

Produced by Winchester City Council 
June 2021

KingAlfWinchester

King_Alf

KingAlfWinchester

BIODIVERSITY 
ACTION PLAN 
Winchester City Council has 
developed a Biodiversity Action 
Plan which identifies particular 
priorities for conservation - species 
and habitats which are particularly 
threatened or declining in the UK. 
The Plan will provide a strategic direction to managing our planned 
enhancements for our district’s biodiversity, as well as setting out 
our approach to building partnerships with local and national 
organisations to allow us to achieve our goals.

Ensuring our biodiversity is protected and developed is a KEYSTONE 
PLEDGE which forms our response TO THE CLIMATE EMERGENCY. 
Our Biodiversity Action Plan will allow us to secure a greener district 
and a positive future for our wildlife.

To find out more and see the plan visit winchester.gov.uk

B I O D I V E R S I T Y  A C T I O N  P L A N  2 0 2 1
O U T E R  P R I N T  S P E C I F I C AT I O N

32 PAGE BROCHURE WITH FOLDER AT BACK - Outer

Oversized A4 folder to accommodated 28pp inner 303 x 216mm

350-400gsm

4 Colour process

Matt laminated (required to prevent ink cracking)
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Die cut with self locking folder - 5mm gusset - 8mm spine 
3mm for inner pages (stitch line 1.5mm in) 5mm gusset for inserts 
(to accommodate x13 180gsm A4 inserts and X1 A2 folded to A4)

DO NOT PRINT:

Cutter

Fold / Crease line

Horizontal stitch position for inner pages

Any queries please contact the client, Winchester City Council or:
Vincent Creative  |  Steve Vincent  |  07818 411 456  |  steve@vincentcreative.co.uk
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TREE TRAIL W I N C H E S T E R

20

19 1  Yew 
 Taxus baccata

2  Common Beech 
 Fagus sylvatica

3  Copper Beech 
 Fagus purpurea

4  Small Leaf Lime 
 Tilia cordata

5  Fox Glove 
 Paulownia tomentosa

6  Common Holly 
 Ilex aquifolium

7  Sweet Gum 
 Liquidambar styraciflua

8  Common Alder 
 Alnus glutinosa

9  Swamp Cypress 
 Taxodium distichum

10 Handkerchief 
 Davidia involucrata

11 Judas 
 Cercis siliquastrum

12 Swedish White 
Beam 
 Sorbus intermedia

13 Norway Maple 
 Acer platanoides

14 Dawyck Beech 
 Fagus sylvatica Dawyck’

15 Maidenhair 
 Ginkgo biloba

16 Dawn Redwood 
 Metasequoia 
glyptostroboides

17 Weeping Willow 
 Salix babylonica 
‘Pendula

18 Japanese Cedar 
 Cryptomeria japonica

19 London Plane 
 Platanus x hispanica

20 Sycamore 
 Acer pseudoplatanus

21 Golden Rain 
 Koelreuteria paniculata

22 Indian Bean 
 Catalpa bignonioides

23 Bull Bay 
 Magnolia Graniflora

24 Tulip 
 Liriodendron tulipifera

25 Turkey Oak 
 Quercus cerris

26 Walnut 
 Juglans regia
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TREES PROVIDE ESSENTIAL 
R E S O U R C E S  &  H A B I TAT S

Looking over to the College wall on 
your left are 19 London Plane trees.

IS IT A 
LONDON 
PLANE TREE?
The London Plane 
tree holds it seeds 
in distinctive dried 
brown pod balls. 
These remain on the 
branches throughout 
Winter, releasing the 
seeds in Spring.

The London Plane 
tree sheds its bark 
to remove pollutants 
and maintain health.

Follow the path a short way until you 
see a 20 Sycamore tree to your right. 

IS IT A

SYCAMORE 
TREE?
• Search for 

HELICOPTER SEEDS.

• Count five lobes 
from the leaves.

• Look for peeling 
bark. Due to rapid 
growth the bark 
cannot keep up.

21 22

Sign up to our Visit Winchester 
e-newsletter at visitwinchester.co.uk

Cross the road 
and continue 
along College 
Street walking 
past Winchester 
College on your left 
until you reach the 
gardens opposite the 
Headmaster's House 
(and Jane Austen’s 
House). In the garden 
on your right you will 
see two trees, a 21 Golden Rain tree and a 22 Indian Bean tree. 

Continue along College Street until you reach Kingsgate Street, 
cross the road and turn right walking through Kingsgate. Turn right 
and walk through Prior's Gate towards the cathedral. 

Continue along the path to your left until 
you reach the Cathedral Close be careful of 
uneven ground and the Deanery. 

On the 
grassed area 
to your right 
are a 23 Bull 
Bay tree, 
a 24 Tulip 
tree and a

25 Turkey Oak tree. Sticking to the path 
cross the road and walk past the Deanery 
towards the cathedral, please be aware 
at this point there is not a path and you 
will need to walk along the road - please 
be careful as cars will be using this area. 
Be aware that at Christmas this area can 
become very busy due to Winchester 
Cathedral Christmas Market and Ice 
Rink. Follow the road bending to the right 
and on your left you will see a 26 Walnut 

tree. Continue to the cathedral 
and turn left under the arch, 
follow this 
path back 
to the 
cathedral 
doors.

TREE TRAIL
Winchester
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26

We consume 2.5 million tons 
of walnuts each year

25

Winchester is home to an abundance of trees. Immerse 
yourself in the nature of this city and learn more about 
these fascinating trees.

visitwinchester.co.uk

If you would like this leaflet in a 
larger format, please contact the 
visitor information centre

01962 840 500  
tourism@winchester.gov.uk
visitwinchester.co.uk 
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BIODIVERSITY 
ACTION PLAN 
Winchester City Council has 
developed a Biodiversity Action 
Plan which identifies particular 
priorities for conservation - species 
and habitats which are particularly 
threatened or declining in the UK. 
The Plan will provide a strategic direction to managing our planned 
enhancements for our district’s biodiversity, as well as setting out 
our approach to building partnerships with local and national 
organisations to allow us to achieve our goals.

Ensuring our biodiversity is protected and developed is a KEYSTONE 
PLEDGE which forms our response TO THE CLIMATE EMERGENCY. 
Our Biodiversity Action Plan will allow us to secure a greener district 
and a positive future for our wildlife.

To find out more and see the plan visit winchester.gov.uk
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19 1  Yew 
 Taxus baccata

2  Common Beech 
 Fagus sylvatica

3  Copper Beech 
 Fagus purpurea

4  Small Leaf Lime 
 Tilia cordata

5  Fox Glove 
 Paulownia tomentosa

6  Common Holly 
 Ilex aquifolium

7  Sweet Gum 
 Liquidambar styraciflua

8  Common Alder 
 Alnus glutinosa

9  Swamp Cypress 
 Taxodium distichum

10 Handkerchief 
 Davidia involucrata

11 Judas 
 Cercis siliquastrum

12 Swedish White 
Beam 
 Sorbus intermedia

13 Norway Maple 
 Acer platanoides

14 Dawyck Beech 
 Fagus sylvatica Dawyck’

15 Maidenhair 
 Ginkgo biloba

16 Dawn Redwood 
 Metasequoia 
glyptostroboides

17 Weeping Willow 
 Salix babylonica 
‘Pendula

18 Japanese Cedar 
 Cryptomeria japonica

19 London Plane 
 Platanus x hispanica

20 Sycamore 
 Acer pseudoplatanus

21 Golden Rain 
 Koelreuteria paniculata

22 Indian Bean 
 Catalpa bignonioides

23 Bull Bay 
 Magnolia Graniflora

24 Tulip 
 Liriodendron tulipifera

25 Turkey Oak 
 Quercus cerris

26 Walnut 
 Juglans regia
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TREES PROVIDE ESSENTIAL 
R E S O U R C E S  &  H A B I TAT S

Looking over to the College wall on 
your left are 19 London Plane trees.

IS IT A 
LONDON 
PLANE TREE?
The London Plane 
tree holds it seeds 
in distinctive dried 
brown pod balls. 
These remain on the 
branches throughout 
Winter, releasing the 
seeds in Spring.

The London Plane 
tree sheds its bark 
to remove pollutants 
and maintain health.

Follow the path a short way until you 
see a 20 Sycamore tree to your right. 

IS IT A

SYCAMORE 
TREE?
• Search for 

HELICOPTER SEEDS.

• Count five lobes 
from the leaves.

• Look for peeling 
bark. Due to rapid 
growth the bark 
cannot keep up.
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Sign up to our Visit Winchester 
e-newsletter at visitwinchester.co.uk

Cross the road 
and continue 
along College 
Street walking 
past Winchester 
College on your left 
until you reach the 
gardens opposite the 
Headmaster's House 
(and Jane Austen’s 
House). In the garden 
on your right you will 
see two trees, a 21 Golden Rain tree and a 22 Indian Bean tree. 

Continue along College Street until you reach Kingsgate Street, 
cross the road and turn right walking through Kingsgate. Turn right 
and walk through Prior's Gate towards the cathedral. 

Continue along the path to your left until 
you reach the Cathedral Close be careful of 
uneven ground and the Deanery. 

On the 
grassed area 
to your right 
are a 23 Bull 
Bay tree, 
a 24 Tulip 
tree and a

25 Turkey Oak tree. Sticking to the path 
cross the road and walk past the Deanery 
towards the cathedral, please be aware 
at this point there is not a path and you 
will need to walk along the road - please 
be careful as cars will be using this area. 
Be aware that at Christmas this area can 
become very busy due to Winchester 
Cathedral Christmas Market and Ice 
Rink. Follow the road bending to the right 
and on your left you will see a 26 Walnut 

tree. Continue to the cathedral 
and turn left under the arch, 
follow this 
path back 
to the 
cathedral 
doors.

TREE TRAIL
Winchester
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We consume 2.5 million tons 
of walnuts each year

25

 

Winchester is at its best 
when the leaves begin to 

turn, shining a golden light 
on the city and district. And 
famous poet Keats agreed – 
why don’t you follow in his 

footsteps with the Keats' 
Walk? Stroll along the water 

meadows and enjoy a 
visit to The Hospital of St Cross 

before completing this 
circular walk.

BEST  
AUTUMN VIEWS

If you would like this leaflet in a 
larger format, please contact the 
visitor information centre

01962 840 500  
tourism@winchester.gov.uk
visitwinchester.co.uk 

Produced by Winchester City Council 
April 2020 
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The English Romantic poet, John Keats, stayed in 
Winchester during the late summer and early autumn 
of 1819. Keats enjoyed a daily walk through the 
Cathedral Close and water meadows to St Cross. 
Inspired by the natural beauty of Winchester on Sunday 
19 September 1819 he penned his ode ‘To Autumn’ on 
his return. The area has changed little in the 200 years 
since Keats visited - read on and take the walk yourself...

visitwinchester.co.uk

KEATS
A Winchester walk in the poet’s footsteps

Cover image: ©Javaid Akhtar

T O  A U T U M N 
J O H N  K E AT S

Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness, 
   Close bosom-friend of the maturing sun; 
Conspiring with him how to load and bless 
   With fruit the vines that round the thatch-eves run; 
To bend with apples the moss’d cottage-trees, 
   And fill all fruit with ripeness to the core; 
      To swell the gourd, and plump the hazel shells 
   With a sweet kernel; to set budding more, 
And still more, later flowers for the bees, 
Until they think warm days will never cease, 
      For summer has o’er-brimm’d their clammy cells.

Who hath not seen thee oft amid thy store? 
   Sometimes whoever seeks abroad may find 
Thee sitting careless on a granary floor, 
   Thy hair soft-lifted by the winnowing wind; 
Or on a half-reap’d furrow sound asleep, 
   Drows’d with the fume of poppies, while thy hook 
      Spares the next swath and all its twined flowers: 
And sometimes like a gleaner thou dost keep 
   Steady thy laden head across a brook; 
   Or by a cyder-press, with patient look, 
      Thou watchest the last oozings hours by hours.

Where are the songs of spring? Ay, Where are they? 
   Think not of them, thou hast thy music too,— 
While barred clouds bloom the soft-dying day, 
   And touch the stubble-plains with rosy hue; 
Then in a wailful choir the small gnats mourn 
   Among the river sallows, borne aloft 
      Or sinking as the light wind lives or dies; 
And full-grown lambs loud bleat from hilly bourn; 
   Hedge-crickets sing; and now with treble soft 
   The red-breast whistles from a garden-croft; 
      And gathering swallows twitter in the skies.
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A detailed Visitor Map of Winchester city centre is available  
at the visitor information centre.

Look out 
for a new 

trail revealing 
Winchester’s 

public art 
across the 

city and 
district.

EYE- 
OPENERS

AT T R A C T I O N S  O N 
Y O U R  D O O R S T E P

V I S I T  W I N C H E S T E R . C O . U K A  V I B R A N T  C I T Y 21

Find out more at visitwinchester.co.uk or sign 
up to our enewsletter for all the latest news 
on events, inspiration for days out, special 
offers and some great competitions.

You don’t need to travel 
far to visit world class 
attractions right here in 
your district. You might 
walk past them every 
day on your journey 
to work, but do you 
actually know what’s 
awaiting you inside…

1. On the site of which famous 
attraction can plane passengers see 
the footprint of the Old Minister? 

2. Where can you go to receive the 
‘Wayfarer’s Dole’?

3. Which museum is located in one of 
the two remaining fortified medieval 
gates to the city?

4. Which school in Winchester is said to 
be the oldest continuously running in 
England?

5. Which attraction located in the 
Winchester district has spectacular 
views of the Solent?

6. Where can you fly through the solar 
system?

WINCHESTER QUIZ
7. Where can you find the bridge from Kings 

Cross Station which featured in Harry 
Potter and the Philosopher's Stone where 
Harry received his Hogwarts Express ticket?

8. Do you know in which popular attraction 
you can find a tropical house?

9. Which site in the Winchester district 
was built by Henry of Blois in the 12th 
century and extensively remodelled in 
1378 by William of Wykeham?

10. Located in the South Downs 
National Park, this National Trust 
property is famous for its fine 
gardens. After a fire in 1960 the 
house was completely remodelled by 
its owner Ralph Dutton, do you know 
which property it is?

THE GREAT OUTDOORS

1. MILITARY 

From Iron Age forts, to Civil War 
sites, through two World Wars to the 
completion of a nuclear bunker site at 
Twyford – the district’s military stories 
span centuries of history. Why not 
stop at Winchester’s Military Museums 
as you journey along the trail?

2. CRICKET 

Discover the evolution of cricket 
in Winchester and Hampshire’s 
countryside including Hambledon - the 
‘cradle of cricket’. The trail also has tips 
for eateries with cricketing connections  
offering a perfect pit stop.

3. ALRESFORD MILLENNIUM & ALRE  
 VALLEY TRAIL 

A beautiful mile long trail that links 
together footpaths around the 
Georgian town and follows the River 
Alre. Take a pit stop in one of the 
independent cafés in the town.

5 FREE TRAILS
Wherever you live in the 
Winchester district you’re not 
far from rolling green pastures, 
ancient woodlands or river 
valleys. So get on your bike, lace 
up those walking boots or running shoes and explore the vast 
open spaces. Take a picnic and enjoy unspoilt nature as you sit 
back and relax. Why not try a trail you’ve not done before?

4. VIADUCT WAY 

Walk or cycle along Winchester’s 
restored historic railway and enjoy 
the scenic views. The viaduct is a part 
of the National Cycle Route Network 
Route 23, for walkers and cyclists to 
enjoy. 

5. CHERITON BATTLEFIELD WALK 

Trace the movements of the soldiers 
who shaped our nation from the 
Parliamentarian camp at Hinton 
Ampner to the Cheriton Battlefield.
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Venta Belgarum was founded 
around AD70 with earth and timber 
defences. In the late 2nd century 
the defences were rebuilt with a 
new earthen bank and ditch that, 
for the first time, fully enclosed 
the urban area. The ramparts were 
strengthened in the early 3rd century 
with a masonry wall about 3m thick. 
The succession of defences can be 

seen in the model in the City Museum. The same line of the walls continued 
to be followed up to the 18th century when great lengths of the walls were 
demolished. The short lengths that survive are mainly post-Roman though the 
fragment behind the grill in the weirs is part of the core of the Roman wall.

The Westgate  

Did you know? 
15 Victoria Cross medals are
currently on display in 
Winchester Military Museums. 
Further medals of Wintonians 
who have been awarded this 
honour are also on display in the 
Imperial War Museum.

Did you know? 
Hampshire Record Office offers 
help to people looking to trace 
their ancestry via army records.
Go to www3.hants.gov.uk/
archives/hals-collections/army-
records.htm to find  
out more.

Just months after 1066 and 
Winchester’s surrender, William 
the Conqueror ordered the 
construction of a castle within 
the city walls. Winchester Castle 
became one of the great fortresses 
of medieval England. It was 
maintained and enhanced until 
1645 when it was besieged, 
captured by Cromwell, and 
eventually demolished. The Great 
Hall, built between 1222 and 1235, 
is the only substantial surviving part 
of the medieval castle. A drawing 
of Winchester made by Willem 
Schellinks in 1662 shows the 
slighted castle as a still imposing 
ruin overlooking the city. On-site 
interpretation panels and displays 
tell the story of the castle.

Located directly opposite 
Normandy, was the springboard 
for ‘Operation Overlord’, the code 
name for the Allied Invasion of 
Europe in World War II. The county 
became a vast armed camp full of 
allied troops encamped in towns, 
villages and woods. Winchester’s 
newly-built by-pass became a giant 
tank park and camp for British and 
American troops. Even Peninsula 
Barracks in the city was taken over 
by the Ninth US Infantry Division see 
12 overleaf for more information 
on their stay. It was here that 
American troops were reviewed by 
Churchill and Eisenhower. (See 13  
and overleaf for more details)

The city offered the site of the 
castle to Charles II who paid his 
first known visit in 1682. A scheme 
was developed for a park and 
a ‘noble Palace, sufficient like 
Windsor, for a summer residence 
for the whole Court’. Construction 
of the palace, designed by Sir 
Christopher Wren and influenced 
by Versailles, began in 1683 but 
ended on the death of Charles in 
1685. ‘The King’s House’, little 
more than a carcass of a house, 
served as a prison for 5,000 French 
soldiers during the Seven Years’ 
War from 1757 to 1764 and from 
1778 to 1785 during the American 
War of Independence. From 1792 
to 1796 it was home to refugee 
clergy from revolutionary France 
before becoming an army barrack 
in the same year. The King’s House 
was eventually destroyed by fire 
on the night of 19th December 
1894. Some parts of Wren’s palace 
were reused in the replacement 
building which was ready for the 
army by 1904 and later renamed 
Peninsula Barracks, see 7b  The 
army remained in occupation up 
to 1983.

Winchester Cathedral enshrines a long history 
of military service and sacrifice. It contains major 
memorials (including the Rifle Brigade Centenary 
Window), monuments to illustrious military 
leaders, and many inscriptions recording the 
deaths of individual soldiers in both famous and 
lesser-known campaigns. It houses the laid up 
colours of several local regiments, and also Books 
of Remembrance for units including The Royal 

Hampshire Regiment, The Rifle Brigade and the Merchant Navy. The cathedral 
itself is no stranger to conflict – the West Window testifies to a violent 
incursion by Parliamentary troops during the Civil War and Bishop Peter 

Peninsula Barracks 
‘The King’s House’

Winchester 
Castle 

Peninsula Barracks 
in WWII7b

Erected in 1905, located near the 
junction of Jewry Street and St 
George’s Street in Winchester, 
this landmark commemorates the 
450,000 horses killed in the South 
African War of 1899-1902.

Boer War  
horse trough

Colour key 1 - 8 in date order

Iron and 
Bronze Age, 

Roman

Vikings and 
Anglo Saxons

Middle Ages, 
Tudors &  
Civil War

Modern 
History

Founded in 1382, Winchester 
College has the longest unbroken 
history of any English school.  
Whilst WWI claimed the lives of 
over 500 old Wykehamists, a 
further 275 died in World War 
II. Officially opened in 1924, the 
War Cloister was designed by Sir 
Herbert Baker to commemorate 
those who had lost their lives.
Notable Old Wykehamists with 
a military career who were all 
awarded the Victoria Cross include 
Dennis George Wyldbore Hewitt 
(1897-1917); Charles Doughty-
Wylie (1868-1915);  Daniel Burges 
(1873-1946); Arthur Forbes 
Gordon Kilby (1885-1915); and 
Air Chief Marshal Hugh Dowding 
(1882-1970). 
Please see www.
winchestercollege.org/guided-
tours for details of regular guided 
tours around the College and for 
tours of War Cloister.

An important residence of the 
wealthy and powerful Bishops of 
Winchester since Anglo-Saxon 
times, the surviving ruins date 
largely from the 12th century work 
of Bishop Henry of Blois (1129–71).  
In September 1141, during the Civil 
War between King Stephen and 
the Empress Matilda, the besieged 
defenders of Wolvesey set fire to 
and destroyed most of Winchester 
whilst holding off Matilda’s force.

Did you know?
Winchester city centre is spectacularly transformed by Homecoming Parades that 
assemble at The Guildhall for a reception by the Mayor of Winchester.

One of King Alfred’s defensive ‘burhs’, 
Winchester was established as refuge and 
strong point to resist the Danish invaders. A 
raiding army had destroyed the settlement in 860AD 
but the old Roman town walls were refurbished and 
a new street system was laid out inside the walls. 
These intramural streets (such as North Walls) 
were laid with the intention of rushing troops to 
threatened parts of the walls. The town’s walls 
were largely dismantled by the end of the 
18th century.

Winchester 

City centre guide to 
Winchester’s military past

Now a museum, the Westgate was 
built to be one of the defensible 
gateways in Winchester’s city 
walls,  first established by the 
Romans in the first century AD. 
The line of the walls remained 
unaltered throughout later times 
and, though the Westgate’s 
present structure is medieval and 
dates mainly from the 12th to 14th 
centuries, it is thought to stand 
on the site of the earlier Roman 
gate. The west wall was entirely 
rebuilt in the 14th century when a 
whole series of new defences was 
added in view of a possible invasion 
from France. The works included 
a portcullis, machicolations, gun 
ports and possibly a drawbridge. 
The two inverted keyhole gunports, 
intended for primitive hand 
cannons, are amongst the earliest 
pieces of architectural evidence for 
the use of artillery in this country. 
The Westgate is open weekends in 
the afternoon between February 
and October.

Wolvesey Castle (Old Bishop’s Palace) 
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Winchester 
College 

Winchester’s  
Roman walls1

Mews, a Royalist spy identified by 
the number 757, was Winchester’s 
equivalent of James Bond. Special 
military-themed tours can be 
booked through the website. 
winchester-cathedral.org.uk 

Winchester has a rich and varied military history. 
From Iron Age forts, to Civil War sites, through two 
World Wars to the completion of a Nuclear bunker 
sited at Twyford - the district’s military stories span 
centuries of history.

If you are interested in finding out more about the 
military history of Winchester, ancient and modern, 
then follow these two informative trails – one based 
in the city and one taking you further afield.

visitwinchester.co.uk

MILITARY
Trace Winchester’s military past from 

the Iron Age to the Nuclear Age

P Long stay parking

P Short stay parking

Way-finding totem poles

Park & ride
bus stop

Coach drop-off/
pick-up

Toilets

Pedestrian walk
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If you would like this leaflet in a 
larger format, please contact the 
visitor information centre
01962 840 500  
tourism@winchester.gov.uk
visitwinchester.co.uk 
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Cricket clubs in and 
around Winchester
Winchester City Council has two venues available for cricket hire. These 
are King George V and North Walls Recreation Ground.  Both sites offer 
two cricket pitches with pavilion provision. 

For more information telephone  
01962 848 405 
or visit: winchester.gov.uk 

To see local clubs in action please contact the organisations direct. 

For a full listing of clubs visit 
play-cricket.com

Bishop’s Waltham Cricket Club  
bishopswaltham.play-cricket.com

Chawton Cricket Club 
chawton.play-cricket.com

Easton & Martyr Worthy Cricket Club
emwcc.play-cricket.com

St Cross Symondians
scscc.play-cricket.com
01962 866 642

Hambledon Cricket Club 
hambledoncricketclub.co.uk

Wickham Cricket Club 
wickham.play-cricket.com

West Meon Cricket Club 
01730 829 213

Winchester City Council’s tourism service would like to thank the following for their help 
in producing this leaflet: Graham Scobie; Charles Inglis; Winchester College; the marketing 
team at The Ageas Bowl; Stephen Baldwin. The excerpt from a poem featured on the front 
cover on the Winchester College feature was written in 1976 by The Reverend Reynell 
Cotton (1717-1796) School Master of Hyde School, Winchester and President of the 
Hambledon Club in 1773 and 1774.

When Hampshire County Cricket Club looked into renovating 
Southampton’s old County Ground in 1987, it was agreed that the 
demands placed upon the pavilion and grounds had outgrown the 
facilities. Thirteen years and £24m later, The Rose Bowl opened.  

In 2012 The Rose Bowl was renamed the Ageas Bowl and has been 
home to many international cricketers since the move from the old 
County Ground in 2001. Shane Warne played with Hampshire from 
2000-2007. He was Club captain for four years, and was joined by 
fellow Australian internationals Simon Katich, Shane Watson and Stuart 
Clark.

Hampshire also has a strong history of developing England players: the 
likes of Robin Smith, Chris Smith, Shaun Udal, Chris Tremlett and Dimitri 
Mascarenhas have all represented their country. 

In 2006 the Ageas Bowl hosted the Twenty20 international against Sri 
Lanka and, following a successful planning application, was awarded 
Test venue status by the England and Wales Cricket Board. It hosted 
its first Test match, England vs Sri Lanka, in 2011 to a crowd of up to 
25,000 people.

The new Hilton Hotel at the Ageas Bowl offers 171 bedrooms for guests 
looking for a an indulgent and luxurious experience overlooking the 
pitch or the stunning golf course.

For more information, including forthcoming music and sporting events, 
please visit ageasbowl.com.

William Lillywhite b1792*

Frederick William Lillywhite 
was one of the great bowlers 
of the nineteenth century

He was coach to college 
teams in the early 1850s, 
including preparing the boys 
for their annual end of term 
matches at Lords against Eton 
and then Harrow. 

He lead the revolution 
which moved bowling from 
underarm (‘Hambledon style’) 
to round-arm where the ball 
and hand must not be higher 
than the shoulder. With his 
sons he founded Lillywhite’s 
in Piccadilly London.

*Image by Unknown Artist 
c 1850, William Lillywhite. 
By permission of the Warden 
and Scholars of Winchester 
College

Harry Altham (b 1888)

Harry was among the best 
known personalities in the 
world of cricket. He played, 
legislated, test selected and 
was a historian and a coach 
for 30 years. A master and 
cricket coach in Winchester, 
he was also part of a family 
of first class cricketers

In 1926, while in Winchester, 
as a college master, he wrote 
‘The History of Cricket’, one of 
the earliest defintitive works 
and it is still a major reference 
work today. His great legacy 
is the formation of national 
coaching schemes.  

The Ashton Brothers 

“We thank thee, we praise 
thee, we bless thee O Lord, 
for Hubert, Percy, Gilbert and 
Claude,” - so goes the old 
Winchester College song, and 
for good reason. Sporting 
prowess ran in the Ashton 
family - all four brothers 
were Blues at Cambridge 
and also excelled in football. 
Gilbert, Hubert and Claude 
all captained the university 
team in the three consecutive 
seasons from 1921 to 1923.

Awarded the Military Cross 
in the first world war, Hubert 
(1892-1979) went on to play 
for Essex scoring more than 
1,000 runs in both 1921 and 
1922. He was knighted in 1959 
in recognition of his services 
as an MP.

In 1923, Claude (1901-
1942, pictured above) 
succeeded Percy as captain 
of the university’s cricket 
team amassing 916 runs and 
claiming 50 wickets with his 
medium-pace bowling, together 
with 21 catches. He played for 
Essex between 1934 and 1938, 
his career cut tragically short 
when 
he died 
during a 
mid-air 
training accident just before the 
Second World War.

Douglas Robert Jardine 
(1900-1958) 

As an English cricketer and 
captain of the England cricket 
team in the early 1930s, Jar-
dine, an Old Wykehamist (the 
name given to Winchester 
College alumni) is perhaps 
best known for captaining 
the English squad during 
its 1932-33 Ashes tour of 
Australia.

His team employed the 
controversial ‘body line’  
technique (where the 
bowler deliberately aimed the 
cricket ball at the body of the 
batsman), tactics employed 
to neutralize the opposing 
Australian batsmen, particu-
larly Don Bradman, and which 
caused a veritable storm in 
the cricketing world.

Hubert Doggart OBE 
(b.1925) 

Hubert Doggart was educated 
at Winchester College and 
King’s College, a Cambridge 
blue in five different sports 
and captain in four. 

He taught at Winchester 
College (1950-1972) while 
maintaining a successful 
amateur cricket career for 
Cambridge University and 
Sussex Cricket Clubs. Doggart 
went on to represent England 
in two Test matches in 1950 
and has held many offices in 
sports administration, such 
as President of the MCC 
(1981-1982).

Mansoor Ali Khan ‘Tiger’ 
Pataudi (b.1941) 

Born into an Indian royal 
household, Mansur Ali Khan 
Pataudi completed his edu-
cation at Winchester College 
after inheriting the titular 
dignity of Nawab of Pataudi 
upon his father’s death.

After playing for Oxford, 
he went on to captain the 
Indian national side at 21 and 
played 310 matches, scoring 
15,425 runs, his highest 
being 203 (not-out). Mansur 
Khan made his Test debut 
against England at Delhi in 
December 1961. Following 
his retirement, Mansur Ali 
Khan Pataudi became the 
Indian national cricket coach 
(1974-75) and later refereed 
ICC matches

Bishop Ken, a scholar of the college, recorded that he was fond of the game when he was a boy in the 1650s and 60s. 
In 1845, a college team was reputed to have been surprised when they played a Basingstoke team who won the match 
by using a catapult instead of a bowler. Regular matches between Winchester, Eton and Harrow began in 1825.

Winchester College’s cricketing legacy

A brief history of 
cricket in Winchester

The history of cricket in the city of Winchester closely mirrors 
the changes in its evolution. At the time that Robert Matthew 
wrote his poem in 1647 which refers to Winchester’s College 
pupils playing on St Catherine’s Hill, it was a casual sport played 
by boys. 

By the 1770s, Winchester was regularly fielding adult cricket 
teams: it is recorded that in 1774 Winchester refused to allow 
Bishop’s Waltham to finish a match on Twyford Down although 
only six runs were needed. Rather than throw the match away, 
the Waltham players stayed overnight and subsequently warned 
other teams against playing such unreasonable opponents.

In 1796 we know that a match took place between the 
tradesmen of Winchester and the tradesmen of Southampton, 
marking the shift in the game from a children’s game to an 
adult’s sport, popular with working men. Another match 
between local tradesmen was recorded in 1856 at Oliver’s 
Battery when a team representing the town north of the High 
Street played against another from the south side.

As the game became more popular, its following among the  
gentry grew and this is reflected in the number of Winchester 
College pupils who rose to prominence in the sport. We take a 
look at some of these noted players…

Jane Austen died in a house on College Street in 
Winchester after a short illness. Her final resting place 
is Winchester Cathedral, which is a central landmark of 
her life. This trail traces her journey from birth to her 
death giving you an insight into the life and times of 
this ‘Hampshire girl’.

visitwinchester.co.uk

AUSTEN
Landmarks of the author’s life in Hampshire

FAMILY TIES
Jane’s father, George Austen, (1731–1805)  was 
the rector of St Nicholas Church in the parish of 
Steventon. Reverend Austen took in boys to tutor.

His wife Cassandra (née Leigh) 
(1739–1827) was a sociable, 
witty woman whom George 
had met while studying in 
Oxford. Cassandra was visiting 
her uncle, Theophilus Leigh, 
Master of Balliol College. When Cassandra left 

the city, George followed her to Bath and continued 
to court her until they got married on 26 April 1764, 

at the church of St Swithin in Bath.

Although a close knit family, by today’s standards the household  
was subject to somewhat fluid arrangements regarding the care 
of offspring. As was customary for the gentry at the time, Jane’s 
parents sent her as an infant to be cared for by a farming  

neighbour, Elizabeth Littlewood.

Her brother George, who is thought to have suffered 
from epilepsy, also lived away from the family home. 
And the third child, Edward (shown left), was 

adopted by his father’s third cousin, Mr Thomas 
Knight, eventually inheriting Godmersham 
and Chawton House, which led him to offer a 
cottage attached to the Chawton estate to his 
mother and two sisters, Jane and Cassandra.

Arrangements like these were normal 
for the time - the family was close and 
affectionate and recurring themes of family 
bonds and respectable rural living would 
play a strong part in Jane’s writing.

THE AUSTEN FAMILY – WHAT TO SEE

The most extensive collection of memorabilia relating to the 
Austen family is showcased at Jane Austen’s House, Chawton.  
See overleaf to find out more...

STEVENTON & BEYOND
EDUCATION AND EARLY INFLUENCES

If you would like this leaflet in a larger format please  
contact the visitor information centre on 01962 840 500 
or e-mail tourism@winchester.gov.uk

janeausten200.co.uk

STEVENTON 
WHAT TO SEE
Other than a towering lime tree, offspring of one planted by 
Jane’s brother James, and a clump of nettles that is thought 
to mark the spot where the family well used to stand, nothing 
remains at the site of the rectory other than the rural tranquillity 
that was perhaps as central an element of Austen’s creativity as 
the society of her day.

At St Nicholas Church there is a bronze plaque dedicated to 
the writer and you can see her elder brother’s grave, along with 
those of other relatives.

The 1000-year old yew, which used to house the key in the time of 
the Austens, still yields berries – its secret, central hollow intact.

The Wheatsheaf Inn in North Waltham was once a coaching inn 
and posting house visited by Austen as a child. Today it serves 
food to passers by. Offering open fires and cosy seating, many of 
the building’s 18th century features are still intact.

Tel: 01256 398 282 Postcode: RG25 2BB.

The girls’ brief schooling was finally curtailed due to 
constraints upon the family’s finances and Jane returned to 
the rectory in 1787 to begin writing a collection of poems, 
plays and short stories which she dedicated to friends and 
family. This, her Juvenilia, encompassed her early writings.

Pages from A History of England, perhaps the most celebrated 
of these early works, can be viewed online at the British 
Library website (www.bl.uk/onlinegallery). Even in this, one 
of Austen’s earliest texts, the reader glimpses the wit that 
was to come. The prose is peppered with phrases illustrating 
her flair for detached, literary anticlimax: 

‘Lord Cobham was burnt alive, but I forget what for.’

If you would like this leaflet in a 
larger format, please contact the 
visitor information centre

01962 840 500  
tourism@winchester.gov.uk
visitwinchester.co.uk 
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Jane Austen was born on 16 December 1775 at Steventon 
Rectory in north Hampshire, where her parents had 
moved a year previously with three of Jane’s older 
siblings. Henry was born before Jane, then a further 
three siblings arrived, meaning that the Austen brood 
numbered eight in all.

George Austen, known as ‘the handsome proctor’at Balliol 
College, was a reflective, literary man, who took pride in his 
children’s education.

Most unusually for the period, he owned more than 500 
books and was forward thinking in encouraging his daughters 
to read widely. Again unusually, when Jane’s only sister, 
Cassandra, left for school in 1782, she was  
accompanied by Jane, aged just seven.  Their 
mother wrote of their bond, ‘If Cassandra’s 
head had been going to be cut off, Jane would  
have hers cut off too’. 

The two sisters attended schools in Oxford,  
Southampton and Reading. In Southampton  
the girls (and their cousin Jane Cooper) left 
the school when they caught a fever brought 
to the city by troops returning from abroad.  
Their  cousin’s mother died and Jane 
also contracted the illness becoming 
very unwell but, luckily for literary 
posterity, survived.

COASTAL JAUNTS

PORTSMOUTH

SOUTHAMPTON

It was whilst Jane was visiting her brothers Charles 
and Frank, both serving officers in the Royal Navy 
in Portsmouth, that she was influenced to write 

Mansfield Park. In the novel she portrays the old city 
convincingly, touching on the squalor of its poverty. 

The naval dockyard she describes in Mansfield Park 
is now a sports field in neighbouring Portsea but the 

city still features the Georgian architecture which 
marks its development as a suburb serving the naval 

personnel who guarded the once  
heavy coastal fortifications.

Jane, her mother and sister Cassandra moved to 
Southampton after the death of her father in 1805. 

Jane found living in a city a challenge after her 
country childhood. We know that the women spent 

much time out of doors, promenading along the city 
walls and taking excursions to the River Itchen and 
the ruins of Netley Abbey. Surviving correspondence 
also tells us that the three women travelled up the 

Beaulieu River, passing Buckler’s Hard, an 18th 
century shipbuilding village, and Beaulieu Abbey. Jane 

also danced at the Dolphin Hotel.

THE DANCING YEARS

Coming from a respectable family associated with the 
church, Jane and her sister Cassandra occupied a social 
stratum bracketed as gentry. 

The well-spoken girls enjoyed a busy round of dances and 
house visits, mingling with the higher echelons of local 
Georgian society in the great houses dotted throughout 
the rolling green countryside. 

As well as spending time with the family friend Madam 
Lefroy, who lived at Ashe Rectory, we know that Jane and 
Cassandra came into contact with the infamous Boltons of 
Hackwood Park. (Jane dryly comments after meeting the 
illegitimate daughter of Lord Bolton in the Bath assembly 
rooms that she was ‘much improved with a wig’). She also 
visited the Hansons of Farleigh House and the Dorchesters 
of Kempshott Park where Jane attended a New Year’s ball 
in 1800.

Jane Austen’s keen observation of the manners and morals 
of her extended social network was to give rise to her 
famous plotlines revolving around unsuitable suitors and 
social position – she started drafting Pride and Prejudice, Sense 
and Sensibility and Northanger Abbey whilst living at the rectory.

‘Give a girl an 
education and 
introduce her properly 
into the world, and 
ten to one but she 
has the means of 
settling well.’ 
JANE AUSTEN

DID YOU KNOW?
Joe Wright’s 2005 adaptation 
of Pride and Prejudice starring  
Keira Knightly (see overleaf) 
has scenes that were shot in 
Winchester.

Take a look 
at our cricket 
trail and 
follow the 
itinerary that 
links to this 
trail.

There is also 
a Jane Austen 
trail available 
with an 
itinerary that 
links to this 
one.

“Let’s join in the praise of the bat and the wicket, and 
sing in full chorus the patrons of cricket...”

Games akin to cricket have been played on the fields of England 
since the Middle Ages, but a game called ‘crecket’ first appears 
in 1598. 

Hampshire’s own cricketing history owes much to the legacy of 
the Hambledon and Alresford cricket clubs and the pre-eminent 
players produced at Winchester College.

Why not make Winchester your base as you uncover the 
fascinating landmarks of cricket dotted across Hampshire?

visitwinchester.co.uk

CRICKET
Trace its evolution in Winchester and 

Hampshire’s countryside

If you would like this leaflet in a 
larger format, please contact the 
visitor information centre

01962 840 500  
tourism@winchester.gov.uk
visitwinchester.co.uk 

Produced by Winchester City Council 
September 2020

KingAlfWinchester

King_Alf

KingAlfWinchester

Eel House 
Built in the 1820s and recently restored, 
this is where eels were trapped on 
moonless autumn nights, as they 
undertook their once in-a-lifetime 
migration to breed a . The Eel House 
sluices still control the water levels in the 
river and the nearby fish farm.

The Eel House sitting astride the river b  , 
can be viewed externally at all times but 
it is also open to the public on certain 
public holidays and Alresford Watercress 
Festival day c . 

For details of the Eel House  
opening days see  
towntrust.org.uk  
or town notice boards

Millennium Trail 
continued Pound Hill 
At the end of The Avenue you will 
walk down Pound Hill 21 , former site 
of a ‘pound’ for stray animals. It was 
also the location of the Hurdle House 
where hurdles for the sheep markets 
were stored. As you cross the top of 
The Dean, immediately on your left is 
the original Perins School building 22 . 
Founded in 1698, the town’s secondary 
school remained here until 1910 when 
it moved to its present site at the 
beginning of The Avenue.

In the remaining walk up West Street 
you will notice a number of small lanes 
associated with Alresford’s brewing 
trade. At one time the town is reputed 
to have had over two dozen pubs. Two 
old coaching inns, The Bell and The 
Swan remain.

At the pedestrian crossing the trail ends, perhaps a good time 
to explore the town’s shops or go for a drink or a bite to eat.

You have now reached Drove Lane. Note there is no 
pedestrian path and please take extra care on the first 
section where, as you turn left, visibility is limited.

About 200 metres down Drove Lane you re-cross the river and 
on your right is Barn Meadow f . This is a good place to spot 
waterbirds, especially during migration periods in Spring and 
Autumn. Birds of prey hunt here all year round.

The river here was used in the Second World War by tanks 
practicing river crossings. It is also one of the possible sites of 
the ‘ford over the river where the alder trees grow’ from which 
Alresford takes its name.

A further 350 metres brings you to Winchester Road, 
formerly a turnpike (toll) road. Turn left here, back towards 
the town.

At the junction are the lodge and gates, 
which were once the main entrance to 
Arlebury Park House.

The remainder of the trail follows the 
footpath on The Avenue, gifted to the 
town by the Bishop of Winchester for 
recreational purposes in 1869. In spring-
time the many beds of daffodils g , line 
the way and in summer the two lines of 
114 mature limes give you pleasant shade. 
Part way along, you will pass The Old Toll 
House h , a fine red-brick hexagonal 
building that was originally the tollhouse 
for the Winchester to Alresford turnpike. 

A little further down you will pass the front gates of Arlebury Park 
House with its fine Cedar of Lebanon trees a renowned (and often 
noisy!) heronry.

Rejoin the Millennium Trail at the gates of Arlebury Park 
Recreation Ground.

You have now crossed the parish 
boundary and are in Old Alresford. 
As you climb up the slope you reach 
an area called New England. The 
remaining cottage on your left is 
known as New England Cottage and 
was built in 1700. In 1891 it was 
occupied by agricultural labourers from 
the Arlebury Estate.

As you walk beyond the cottage 
and new development you will see 
a footpath next to the drive on your 
right. For a great birds-eye view of 
Alresford and the upper Alre Valley you 
can climb the slope and cross the road. 
At the high point, some 100 metres 
into the vineyard, you can look back 
over the town with panoramic views 
of the roof-tops of Alresford and the 
tower of St John’s Church d . If you 
continue on this route you will join a 
series of paths and tracks that allow 
extensive walks in the countryside to 
the north. (Retrace your steps back to 
the Trail).

On your left you will get glimpses 
of the 18th century Arlebury Park 
House. e  Many of the ponds of the 
Alre Valley are of recent construction, 
but the oldest date back to the 18th 
century when they were created for 
the pleasure of the owners of Arlebury 
House.

Travelling to Alresford
Alresford lies just off the A31 between Winchester (7 miles) and 
Alton (12 miles).

If using SatNav key in New Alresford or SO24 9JG. Follow the 
brown and white tourist signs to the Watercress Line. The 
Millennium Trail begins in the Station Yard where parking is 
available. Buses run at least hourly from Alton and Winchester.

Public transport
Bus route information from travelinesw.com or arrive in style on a 
steam train with watercressline.co.uk.

Parking and Bicycle
SatNav postcode SO24 9EP.

Alresford lies just off the A31 between Winchester (7 miles) and 
Alton (12 miles). Follow the brown and white tourist signs to the 
Watercress Line. The Millennium Trail begins in the Station Yard 
where parking is available. Buses run at least hourly from Alton and 
Winchester.

Facilities & accessibility
Your first 2 hours parking at Arlebury Park Recreation Centre 
(SO24 9EP) are free, but don’t forget to print your free ticket at 
the machine. There are limited electric vehicle charging and cycle 
parking facilities at Arlebury Park. There are car parks at the station 
(SO24 9JG) and Perins School (Jacklyns Lane, SO24 9JJ). Limited 
free on-street parking is available in West Street, Station Road and 
Broad Street. All our car parks are Pay and Display and free on 
Sundays and Bank Holidays (check signage for details).

Within a three-mile radius of St John’s, the parish church, there are 
some 60 miles of paths and tracks. Many of these are hundreds of 
years old. The Alre Valley Trail gives you an opportunity to see some 
of the lovely countryside that surrounds Alresford. 

Following on from the Millennium Trail, you begin this 
walk by the gate at the bottom of Arlebury Park recreation 
ground. Follow the footpath going west along the bank of 
the river.

As you walk along the river you will cross a number of small 
streams flowing under the footpath. They are now used to take 
water to the adjacent fish farm, but in earlier times one of them, 
called Ram Stream, led water to an intake chamber from which a 
ram pump kept Arlebury Park House supplied. 

At the end of this stretch you will reach the Eel House.

Follow the footbridge around the Eel House.

The Alre Valley Trail (optional diversion)

Alresford is home 
to the Mid-Hants 
Steam Railway-the 
Watercress Line. 
Why not spend 
a day in the UK’s 
watercress capital 
and ride the route 
the crops once took 
to market? 

image © Gilbert Yates

Useful Information

DID YOU KNOW?
Alresford and 
watercress go way back. 
Approximately 1,500 
tones of watercress is 
produced in Alresford 
every year, supplying 
supermarket chains and 
greengrocers across the 
country. Growing in 
pure spring water, it has 
been picked and eaten 
locally for centuries.

Alresford is a beautiful Georgian town, one of 
Hampshire’s finest. Famous for its watercress, specialist 
shops, old-fashioned inns, and the Watercress Line 
steam railway. Alresford (pronounced Allsford) is also 
renowned for its lush scenery and riverside walks. A 
lovely place for strolling, there is plenty to see in the 
town and by its attractive riverside.

visitwinchester.co.uk

ALRESFORD
Millennium & Alre Valley Trails

a
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h
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Revised edition published 2019 by ©New Alresford Town Council, Tel 01962 732 079 Email: 
committeeclerk@newalresford-tc.gov.uk Publication assisted by Winchester City Council. Whilst every 
endeavour has been made to ensure the 
accuracy of information contained in this 
publication, no responsibility can be taken for 
errors, omissions or subsequent amendments.
Produced by Winchester City Council.
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Alresford 
Town
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If you would like this leaflet in a 
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visitor information centre

01962 840 500  
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Opened in 1891, the Hockley Viaduct was part of the Didcot to 
Southampton railway. 

It closed to passengers in 1960, and to freight in 1966 as part 
of the national programme of closures proposed by Dr Richard 
Beeching. Winchester City Council acquired the viaduct in 1968. 
Until recently, the viaduct was in a state of disrepair. It has now 
been repaired to begin a new life as part of the National Cycle 
Route Network Route 23, for walkers and cyclists to enjoy. Take 
the Viaduct Way and enjoy some scenic views from a lovingly 
restored local landmark.

Nicola Henshaw was commissioned by 
Winchester City Council to produce 
interpretive artwork that reflects the 
history of Hockley Viaduct and marks 
the restoration of Viaduct Way. Nicola 
tells stories through wood and other 
media to create work that is both 
functional and sculptural. She draws 
on local stories remembered and 
reinvented by local people through 
lively workshops.

1885 – Didcot, Newbury &
Southampton Railway opened 
the extension to a new station at 
Winchester (Chesil) but 
finances could not be raised 
for the continuation to 
Southampton. The London & 
South Western Railway built 
a 1.5 mile line from Winchester 
to their main line in Shawford.

1891 – the LSWR, engineer 
WL Galbraith, built the 
Hockley Viaduct. It was 
constructed of concrete and 
brickwork arches and parapets. 
Consisting of 33 arches, it is 
over 600 metres long and 12 
metres high.

1914 – in WWI, the viaduct 
was on the main supply route 
to France.

1942 – In WW2, the railway 
line was closed to passengers 
and used for military traffic 
for the invasion of Europe. 
In the year prior to D-Day, 
16,000 trains crossed the 
Viaduct’s single track to join 
the Southampton line.

1960 – the last passenger service 
used the viaduct in March.

2007 – The Friends of Hockley 
Viaduct Trust was established.

The green way to 
tour Winchester
Winchester’s bike hire scheme
You can hire bikes from:
Bespoke Biking, 4a Middle Brook St, Winchester, SO23 8AQ
Open 7 days a week: Mon - Sat: 9.00 - 5pm Sun: 10.00 - 4pm   
Tel: 01962 441 962

“The dandelions are gliding into the woods, I leap up 
and try to make a grab for them -  
but I miss every time.”

Becky Witheyman, Compton All Saints Primary School.

visitwinchester.co.uk

VIADUCT WAY
Walk or cycle to Winchester’s restored 

historic railway

Winchester City Council would like to thank The Friends of 
Hockley Viaduct, Nicola Henshaw, and the following organisations...

...for their contributions to this leaflet and the creation of The Viaduct 
Way. Thanks also to Pru Hatton from Winchester Museums service. 

Hockley Viaduct through history...

If you would like this leaflet in a 
larger format, please contact the 
visitor information centre

01962 840 500  
tourism@winchester.gov.uk
visitwinchester.co.uk 
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How to get there
The walk starts from the car park of the Hinton Arms,  
grid reference SU 5906 2785, 10 kms east of Winchester  
on the A272. You can leave your car at the pub but please 
park considerately.

Buses: Stagecoach service 67 Winchester to Petersfield.  
Nearest stop New Cheriton Crossroads.

The full walk is 8¾ kms long, taking 3 – 3½ hours but you  
can create shorter circular routes using the map overleaf. 
There are some gentle inclines with surfaces ranging from 
dirt tracks to tarmac road. Remember to wear appropriate 
footwear and always follow the Countryside Code.

Acknowledgements
Gillian Gray Knight, Richard Pearce and the Sealed Knot, 
Hampshire Cultural Trust, Richard and Anne Mattia at the 
Hinton Arms and Hampshire County Council Countryside 
Service.

Originally produced by the Battle of Cheriton Project Ltd as 
part of a programme of activities explaining the importance 
of this battlefield and of the events that unfolded across 
Hampshire during the English Civil War in 1644.  

For further information log onto www.battlefieldstrust.com
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A detail of Arnald’s painting, c1810, showing Cromwell’s artillery train 
approaching Winchester

As in most places in Britain, the loyalties of the people of 
Winchester were divided. Of the city’s two MPs, one supported 
parliament and the other the king. The city sat in a major strategic 
position, controlling the road from Southampton to the north, and 
the western road from Portsmouth. As a result, the city was to pay 
a heavy price. In December 1642 the Royalists entered Winchester 
Castle, closely pursued by Parliamentarians who captured 
and ransacked the city. The next day the ill-prepared Royalists 
surrendered the castle. In 1643 the city and castle were retaken by 
the Royalists and the defences of both were strengthened. In 1644, 
after the Battle of Cheriton, the Parliamentarians under Waller once 
again captured and sacked the city, although the castle remained 
in Royalist hands. The castle was taken by Oliver Cromwell on 5 
October 1645 and soon after was blown up and made unusable.

W I N C H E S T E R  I N  T H E  
C I V I L  WA R

THE BATTLE OF 
CHERITON
Between 1642 and 1649 Britain was 
divided by bloody  civil war. On one side 
stood King Charles I, a believer in the 
Divine Right of Kings, and his supporters 
called Royalists. On the other were those 
who supported the rights of the House 
of Commons, called Parliamentarians. 
The country was divided – son fought 
father and brother fought brother. On 29 March 1644 the Battle 
of Cheriton was fought, and it proved to be a turning point in 
the war. Within five years King Charles I was to lose his head and 
the country entered a period of republican rule known as the 
Commonwealth.

THE ROAD TO CHERITON
The campaign season of 1643 started in the south-west, where 
Hopton, the commander of the Royalist forces, drove Waller and his 
Parliamentarians out of Somerset, Dorset, and Wiltshire. Hampshire 
was now in the front line. 

Early March 1644 saw the Royalist and Parliamentarian armies 
marching and countermarching to gain control of the eastern 
approach roads to Winchester. On 25 March the two armies were 
within two miles of each other and skirmished throughout the next 
two days. The Royalist army gained Alresford and set up camp on 
the high ground of Tichborne Down. The Parliamentarians camped 
across the valley on a lower ridge at Hinton Ampner. The scene was 
set for an epic showdown, the result of which was to influence the 
character of the Civil War south of the Thames.

WEAPONS AND WAR
Civil War foot regiments consisted of pikemen and musketeers 
formed of companies of 100 to 140 men each. The pikemen, 
whose main weapon was a 16 foot ash pike tipped with steel, 
stood in blocks eight ranks deep with the pikes of the front three 
ranks levelled at the enemy. When two blocks of pike met, the rear 
ranks pushed those in front forward driving through the opposition. 

Musketeers could either be used en masse to deliver a devastating 
volley or, as in Cheriton Wood, tactically in small groups. They wore 
the distinctive bandolier, a  leather belt slung across the chest, from 
which hung containers with a measured charge of powder. The 
front-loading matchlock musket was fired by a slow-burning taper 
setting off the main charge, firing a lead ball the size of a marble 
with a range of 100m. It took an experienced musketeer 30–60 
seconds to reload, but with the gun weighing up to 6kg, it could 
also be used as a club in hand-to hand combat.

The basic unit of cavalry was a troop of between 25 and 80 men 
under the command of a captain. A regiment could consist of 
three to ten troops. There were two types of cavalry. The cuirassiers 
were heavily armoured and carried pistols, carbine and sword. The 
harquebusiers, who formed the bulk of the cavalry at Cheriton, 
used similar weapons, but were less heavily armoured and therefore 
more manoeuvrable.

Artillery consisted of a range of guns of different sizes and design. 
The pieces at Cheriton had a range of 650m with ball and up to 
200m with canister-style shot.

THE OPPOSING 
COMMANDERS
In the 1620s two young men, William 
Waller and Ralph Hopton, served together 
on the continent in a conflict known as 
The Thirty Years’ War. They became close 
friends and together rescued King Charles 
I’s sister from the besieged city of Prague. 
On their return to England, Hopton went 
home to Somerset and Waller moved 
to his residence in Winchester Castle. 
Both became Members of Parliament, 
but Waller became increasingly unhappy 
with Charles I’s unconstitutional rule, 
while Hopton’s support for the king 
grew. Although they were to retain 
good relations, the subsequent Civil War 
shattered their friendship.

This map shows the Royalists contolled centres (blue) and those under 
the control of Parliamentarians (red) at the time of the battle
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The Battle of Cheriton was a major turning point in 
the English Civil War and resulted in an important 
Parliamentarian victory that helped shape the future 
of England. Follow this trail that sets out from the 
Parliamentarian camp at Hinton Ampner and embark 
on the walk taken by the troops on 29 March 1644 to 
the Cheriton Battlefield, tracing the movements of the 
soldiers who shaped our nation.

visitwinchester.co.uk

CHERITON 
BATTLE FIELD 

WALK

CHERITON BATTLE FIELD WALK 

Ralph Hopton 
1st Baron Hopton of Stratton  

© National Portrait Gallery, LondonRalph Hopton 
1st Baron Hopton of Stratton  

© National Portrait Gallery, London

King Charles I

Sir William Waller 
© National Portrait Gallery, London

This map shows the Royalists contolled 
centres (blue) and those under the control of 

Parliamentarians (red) at the time of the battle

You can also download this 
leaflet and our other trails from 
visitwinchester.co.uk

Winchester’s Official tourist 
guides run tours on some of 
these fascinating themes. See 
winchestertouristguides.com

Follow in King Alfred’s footsteps on this tour of 
Winchester’s historic landmarks.

This walk is divided into three loops so you can choose 
how much to do. Set out from the famous statue of 
King Alfred and explore the heart of the ancient capital, 
the upper city and Alfred’s final resting place in Hyde 
Abbey Gardens.

visitwinchester.co.uk

CITY WALK
A tour of King Alfred’s Winchester

Winchester has a rich and varied military history. 
From Iron Age forts, to Civil War sites, through two 
World Wars to the completion a Nuclear bunker 
sited at Twyford - the district’s military stories span 
centuries of history.

If you are interested in finding out more about the 
military history of Winchester, ancient and modern, 
then follow these two informative trails – one based 
in the city and one taking you further afield.

visitwinchester.co.uk

MILITARY
Trace Winchester’s military past from 

the Iron Age to the Nuclear Age

“The dandelions are gliding into the woods, I leap up 
and try to make a grab for them -  
but I miss every time.”

Becky Witheyman, Compton All Saints Primary School.

visitwinchester.co.uk

VIADUCT WAY
Walk or cycle to Winchester’s restored 

historic railway

Winchester has an important Jewish past. The earliest 
record of Jews in the city date to the mid-1100s, making 
it one of the earliest, largest and wealthiest Jewish 
settlements in England.

visitwinchester.co.uk

MEDIEVAL 
JEWISH TRAIL
The story of Medieval Jews in Winchester

Image ©Rusty Aldwinckle

R E S P E C T
P R O T E C T   
E N J O Y
O U R  W I N C H E S T E R  D I S T R I C T

ON THE MENU THIS AUTUMN
Winchester district is full of the flavours 
of local produce - from fresh trout, 
speciality cheeses, world renowned 
watercress and wasabi to award-
winning English sparkling wine and 
aromatic gins. Restaurants and cafés 
throughout the district are using the 

freshest local ingredients to delight 
their diners. Pick up these locally 
sourced delicacies from food stores 
across the district or visit Winchester 
Farmers' Market – one of the largest 
in the country - on the second and last 
Sunday of each month. 

Find out more at visitwinchester.co.uk or sign up to our enewsletter for all the latest 
news on events, inspiration for days out, special offers and some great competitions.KingAlfWinchesterKing_Alf KingAlfWinchester 7V I S I T  W I N C H E S T E R
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The UK’s longest running festival of Outdoor Arts | hatfair.co.uk 

Fri 5 - Sun 7 

July 2019

For an entertaining treat to 
end your day, check out 
what’s on at our theatres 

and entertainment 
venues across the 

district. 

SHOW- 
STOPPING

PLAN YOUR DAY: Pop into Winchester Visitor Information Centre 
for trail leaflets, advice on places to go plus gifts and local goods 
from independent businesses across the district. 

SIGN UP to our e-newsletter: visitwinchester.co.uk for offers, 
competitions, events and ideas for days out.

DOWNLOAD MORE SELF-GUIDED TRAILS
VISITWINCHESTER.CO.UK/BROCHURES 

 
visitwinchester.co.uk

For more inspiration and itineraries for great days out see

WINCHESTER DISTRICT: HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW IT?

ANSWERS  1. Winchester Cathedral 2.The Hospital of St Cross 3.Westgate 4. Winchester 
College 5. Fort Nelson 6. Winchester Science Centre & Planetarium 7.Mid Hants Railway 
Watercress Line 8.Marwell Zoo 9. Bishop’s Waltham Palace 10. Hinton Ampner
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This Green Week 
with the launch 

of our new TREE 
TRAIL –  the 

essential spotter 
guide to over 26 

tree species in 
Winchester. 

 

HUG A TREE

Winchester is home to an abundance of trees. Immerse 
yourself in the nature of this city and learn more about 
these fascinating trees.

visitwinchester.co.uk

If you would like this leaflet in a 
larger format, please contact the 
visitor information centre

01962 840 500  
tourism@winchester.gov.uk
visitwinchester.co.uk 
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BIODIVERSITY 
ACTION PLAN 
Winchester City Council has 
developed a Biodiversity Action 
Plan which identifies particular 
priorities for conservation - species 
and habitats which are particularly 
threatened or declining in the UK. 
The Plan will provide a strategic direction to managing our planned 
enhancements for our district’s biodiversity, as well as setting out 
our approach to building partnerships with local and national 
organisations to allow us to achieve our goals.

Ensuring our biodiversity is protected and developed is a KEYSTONE 
PLEDGE which forms our response TO THE CLIMATE EMERGENCY. 
Our Biodiversity Action Plan will allow us to secure a greener district 
and a positive future for our wildlife.

To find out more and see the plan visit winchester.gov.uk

B I O D I V E R S I T Y  A C T I O N  P L A N  2 0 2 1
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TREE TRAIL W I N C H E S T E R

20

19 1  Yew 
 Taxus baccata

2  Common Beech 
 Fagus sylvatica

3  Copper Beech 
 Fagus purpurea

4  Small Leaf Lime 
 Tilia cordata

5  Fox Glove 
 Paulownia tomentosa

6  Common Holly 
 Ilex aquifolium

7  Sweet Gum 
 Liquidambar styraciflua

8  Common Alder 
 Alnus glutinosa

9  Swamp Cypress 
 Taxodium distichum

10 Handkerchief 
 Davidia involucrata

11 Judas 
 Cercis siliquastrum

12 Swedish White 
Beam 
 Sorbus intermedia

13 Norway Maple 
 Acer platanoides

14 Dawyck Beech 
 Fagus sylvatica Dawyck’

15 Maidenhair 
 Ginkgo biloba

16 Dawn Redwood 
 Metasequoia 
glyptostroboides

17 Weeping Willow 
 Salix babylonica 
‘Pendula

18 Japanese Cedar 
 Cryptomeria japonica

19 London Plane 
 Platanus x hispanica

20 Sycamore 
 Acer pseudoplatanus

21 Golden Rain 
 Koelreuteria paniculata

22 Indian Bean 
 Catalpa bignonioides

23 Bull Bay 
 Magnolia Graniflora

24 Tulip 
 Liriodendron tulipifera

25 Turkey Oak 
 Quercus cerris

26 Walnut 
 Juglans regia
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TREES PROVIDE ESSENTIAL 
R E S O U R C E S  &  H A B I TAT S

Looking over to the College wall on 
your left are 19 London Plane trees.

IS IT A 
LONDON 
PLANE TREE?
The London Plane 
tree holds it seeds 
in distinctive dried 
brown pod balls. 
These remain on the 
branches throughout 
Winter, releasing the 
seeds in Spring.

The London Plane 
tree sheds its bark 
to remove pollutants 
and maintain health.

Follow the path a short way until you 
see a 20 Sycamore tree to your right. 

IS IT A

SYCAMORE 
TREE?
• Search for 

HELICOPTER SEEDS.

• Count five lobes 
from the leaves.

• Look for peeling 
bark. Due to rapid 
growth the bark 
cannot keep up.

21 22

Sign up to our Visit Winchester 
e-newsletter at visitwinchester.co.uk

Cross the road 
and continue 
along College 
Street walking 
past Winchester 
College on your left 
until you reach the 
gardens opposite the 
Headmaster's House 
(and Jane Austen’s 
House). In the garden 
on your right you will 
see two trees, a 21 Golden Rain tree and a 22 Indian Bean tree. 

Continue along College Street until you reach Kingsgate Street, 
cross the road and turn right walking through Kingsgate. Turn right 
and walk through Prior's Gate towards the cathedral. 

Continue along the path to your left until 
you reach the Cathedral Close be careful of 
uneven ground and the Deanery. 

On the 
grassed area 
to your right 
are a 23 Bull 
Bay tree, 
a 24 Tulip 
tree and a

25 Turkey Oak tree. Sticking to the path 
cross the road and walk past the Deanery 
towards the cathedral, please be aware 
at this point there is not a path and you 
will need to walk along the road - please 
be careful as cars will be using this area. 
Be aware that at Christmas this area can 
become very busy due to Winchester 
Cathedral Christmas Market and Ice 
Rink. Follow the road bending to the right 
and on your left you will see a 26 Walnut 

tree. Continue to the cathedral 
and turn left under the arch, 
follow this 
path back 
to the 
cathedral 
doors.

TREE TRAIL
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We consume 2.5 million tons 
of walnuts each year

25

Winchester is home to an abundance of trees. Immerse 
yourself in the nature of this city and learn more about 
these fascinating trees.

visitwinchester.co.uk

If you would like this leaflet in a 
larger format, please contact the 
visitor information centre

01962 840 500  
tourism@winchester.gov.uk
visitwinchester.co.uk 
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BIODIVERSITY 
ACTION PLAN 
Winchester City Council has 
developed a Biodiversity Action 
Plan which identifies particular 
priorities for conservation - species 
and habitats which are particularly 
threatened or declining in the UK. 
The Plan will provide a strategic direction to managing our planned 
enhancements for our district’s biodiversity, as well as setting out 
our approach to building partnerships with local and national 
organisations to allow us to achieve our goals.

Ensuring our biodiversity is protected and developed is a KEYSTONE 
PLEDGE which forms our response TO THE CLIMATE EMERGENCY. 
Our Biodiversity Action Plan will allow us to secure a greener district 
and a positive future for our wildlife.

To find out more and see the plan visit winchester.gov.uk
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19 1  Yew 
 Taxus baccata

2  Common Beech 
 Fagus sylvatica

3  Copper Beech 
 Fagus purpurea

4  Small Leaf Lime 
 Tilia cordata

5  Fox Glove 
 Paulownia tomentosa

6  Common Holly 
 Ilex aquifolium

7  Sweet Gum 
 Liquidambar styraciflua

8  Common Alder 
 Alnus glutinosa

9  Swamp Cypress 
 Taxodium distichum

10 Handkerchief 
 Davidia involucrata

11 Judas 
 Cercis siliquastrum

12 Swedish White 
Beam 
 Sorbus intermedia

13 Norway Maple 
 Acer platanoides

14 Dawyck Beech 
 Fagus sylvatica Dawyck’

15 Maidenhair 
 Ginkgo biloba

16 Dawn Redwood 
 Metasequoia 
glyptostroboides

17 Weeping Willow 
 Salix babylonica 
‘Pendula

18 Japanese Cedar 
 Cryptomeria japonica

19 London Plane 
 Platanus x hispanica

20 Sycamore 
 Acer pseudoplatanus

21 Golden Rain 
 Koelreuteria paniculata

22 Indian Bean 
 Catalpa bignonioides

23 Bull Bay 
 Magnolia Graniflora

24 Tulip 
 Liriodendron tulipifera

25 Turkey Oak 
 Quercus cerris

26 Walnut 
 Juglans regia
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TREES PROVIDE ESSENTIAL 
R E S O U R C E S  &  H A B I TAT S

Looking over to the College wall on 
your left are 19 London Plane trees.

IS IT A 
LONDON 
PLANE TREE?
The London Plane 
tree holds it seeds 
in distinctive dried 
brown pod balls. 
These remain on the 
branches throughout 
Winter, releasing the 
seeds in Spring.

The London Plane 
tree sheds its bark 
to remove pollutants 
and maintain health.

Follow the path a short way until you 
see a 20 Sycamore tree to your right. 

IS IT A

SYCAMORE 
TREE?
• Search for 

HELICOPTER SEEDS.

• Count five lobes 
from the leaves.

• Look for peeling 
bark. Due to rapid 
growth the bark 
cannot keep up.

21 22

Sign up to our Visit Winchester 
e-newsletter at visitwinchester.co.uk

Cross the road 
and continue 
along College 
Street walking 
past Winchester 
College on your left 
until you reach the 
gardens opposite the 
Headmaster's House 
(and Jane Austen’s 
House). In the garden 
on your right you will 
see two trees, a 21 Golden Rain tree and a 22 Indian Bean tree. 

Continue along College Street until you reach Kingsgate Street, 
cross the road and turn right walking through Kingsgate. Turn right 
and walk through Prior's Gate towards the cathedral. 

Continue along the path to your left until 
you reach the Cathedral Close be careful of 
uneven ground and the Deanery. 

On the 
grassed area 
to your right 
are a 23 Bull 
Bay tree, 
a 24 Tulip 
tree and a

25 Turkey Oak tree. Sticking to the path 
cross the road and walk past the Deanery 
towards the cathedral, please be aware 
at this point there is not a path and you 
will need to walk along the road - please 
be careful as cars will be using this area. 
Be aware that at Christmas this area can 
become very busy due to Winchester 
Cathedral Christmas Market and Ice 
Rink. Follow the road bending to the right 
and on your left you will see a 26 Walnut 

tree. Continue to the cathedral 
and turn left under the arch, 
follow this 
path back 
to the 
cathedral 
doors.

TREE TRAIL
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We consume 2.5 million tons 
of walnuts each year

25

 

Winchester is at its best 
when the leaves begin to 

turn, shining a golden light 
on the city and district. And 
famous poet Keats agreed – 
why don’t you follow in his 

footsteps with the Keats' 
Walk? Stroll along the water 

meadows and enjoy a 
visit to The Hospital of St Cross 

before completing this 
circular walk.

BEST  
AUTUMN VIEWS

If you would like this leaflet in a 
larger format, please contact the 
visitor information centre

01962 840 500  
tourism@winchester.gov.uk
visitwinchester.co.uk 

Produced by Winchester City Council 
April 2020 
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The English Romantic poet, John Keats, stayed in 
Winchester during the late summer and early autumn 
of 1819. Keats enjoyed a daily walk through the 
Cathedral Close and water meadows to St Cross. 
Inspired by the natural beauty of Winchester on Sunday 
19 September 1819 he penned his ode ‘To Autumn’ on 
his return. The area has changed little in the 200 years 
since Keats visited - read on and take the walk yourself...

visitwinchester.co.uk

KEATS
A Winchester walk in the poet’s footsteps

Cover image: ©Javaid Akhtar

T O  A U T U M N 
J O H N  K E AT S

Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness, 
   Close bosom-friend of the maturing sun; 
Conspiring with him how to load and bless 
   With fruit the vines that round the thatch-eves run; 
To bend with apples the moss’d cottage-trees, 
   And fill all fruit with ripeness to the core; 
      To swell the gourd, and plump the hazel shells 
   With a sweet kernel; to set budding more, 
And still more, later flowers for the bees, 
Until they think warm days will never cease, 
      For summer has o’er-brimm’d their clammy cells.

Who hath not seen thee oft amid thy store? 
   Sometimes whoever seeks abroad may find 
Thee sitting careless on a granary floor, 
   Thy hair soft-lifted by the winnowing wind; 
Or on a half-reap’d furrow sound asleep, 
   Drows’d with the fume of poppies, while thy hook 
      Spares the next swath and all its twined flowers: 
And sometimes like a gleaner thou dost keep 
   Steady thy laden head across a brook; 
   Or by a cyder-press, with patient look, 
      Thou watchest the last oozings hours by hours.

Where are the songs of spring? Ay, Where are they? 
   Think not of them, thou hast thy music too,— 
While barred clouds bloom the soft-dying day, 
   And touch the stubble-plains with rosy hue; 
Then in a wailful choir the small gnats mourn 
   Among the river sallows, borne aloft 
      Or sinking as the light wind lives or dies; 
And full-grown lambs loud bleat from hilly bourn; 
   Hedge-crickets sing; and now with treble soft 
   The red-breast whistles from a garden-croft; 
      And gathering swallows twitter in the skies.
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K E AT S  WA L K  M A P

A detailed Visitor Map of Winchester city centre is available  
at the visitor information centre.

Look out 
for a new 

trail revealing 
Winchester’s 

public art 
across the 

city and 
district.

EYE- 
OPENERS

AT T R A C T I O N S  O N 
Y O U R  D O O R S T E P

V I S I T  W I N C H E S T E R . C O . U K A  V I B R A N T  C I T Y 21

Find out more at visitwinchester.co.uk or sign 
up to our enewsletter for all the latest news 
on events, inspiration for days out, special 
offers and some great competitions.

You don’t need to travel 
far to visit world class 
attractions right here in 
your district. You might 
walk past them every 
day on your journey 
to work, but do you 
actually know what’s 
awaiting you inside…

1. On the site of which famous 
attraction can plane passengers see 
the footprint of the Old Minister? 

2. Where can you go to receive the 
‘Wayfarer’s Dole’?

3. Which museum is located in one of 
the two remaining fortified medieval 
gates to the city?

4. Which school in Winchester is said to 
be the oldest continuously running in 
England?

5. Which attraction located in the 
Winchester district has spectacular 
views of the Solent?

6. Where can you fly through the solar 
system?

WINCHESTER QUIZ
7. Where can you find the bridge from Kings 

Cross Station which featured in Harry 
Potter and the Philosopher's Stone where 
Harry received his Hogwarts Express ticket?

8. Do you know in which popular attraction 
you can find a tropical house?

9. Which site in the Winchester district 
was built by Henry of Blois in the 12th 
century and extensively remodelled in 
1378 by William of Wykeham?

10. Located in the South Downs 
National Park, this National Trust 
property is famous for its fine 
gardens. After a fire in 1960 the 
house was completely remodelled by 
its owner Ralph Dutton, do you know 
which property it is?

THE GREAT OUTDOORS

1. MILITARY 

From Iron Age forts, to Civil War 
sites, through two World Wars to the 
completion of a nuclear bunker site at 
Twyford – the district’s military stories 
span centuries of history. Why not 
stop at Winchester’s Military Museums 
as you journey along the trail?

2. CRICKET 

Discover the evolution of cricket 
in Winchester and Hampshire’s 
countryside including Hambledon - the 
‘cradle of cricket’. The trail also has tips 
for eateries with cricketing connections  
offering a perfect pit stop.

3. ALRESFORD MILLENNIUM & ALRE  
 VALLEY TRAIL 

A beautiful mile long trail that links 
together footpaths around the 
Georgian town and follows the River 
Alre. Take a pit stop in one of the 
independent cafés in the town.

5 FREE TRAILS
Wherever you live in the 
Winchester district you’re not 
far from rolling green pastures, 
ancient woodlands or river 
valleys. So get on your bike, lace 
up those walking boots or running shoes and explore the vast 
open spaces. Take a picnic and enjoy unspoilt nature as you sit 
back and relax. Why not try a trail you’ve not done before?

4. VIADUCT WAY 

Walk or cycle along Winchester’s 
restored historic railway and enjoy 
the scenic views. The viaduct is a part 
of the National Cycle Route Network 
Route 23, for walkers and cyclists to 
enjoy. 

5. CHERITON BATTLEFIELD WALK 

Trace the movements of the soldiers 
who shaped our nation from the 
Parliamentarian camp at Hinton 
Ampner to the Cheriton Battlefield.
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Venta Belgarum was founded 
around AD70 with earth and timber 
defences. In the late 2nd century 
the defences were rebuilt with a 
new earthen bank and ditch that, 
for the first time, fully enclosed 
the urban area. The ramparts were 
strengthened in the early 3rd century 
with a masonry wall about 3m thick. 
The succession of defences can be 

seen in the model in the City Museum. The same line of the walls continued 
to be followed up to the 18th century when great lengths of the walls were 
demolished. The short lengths that survive are mainly post-Roman though the 
fragment behind the grill in the weirs is part of the core of the Roman wall.

The Westgate  

Did you know? 
15 Victoria Cross medals are
currently on display in 
Winchester Military Museums. 
Further medals of Wintonians 
who have been awarded this 
honour are also on display in the 
Imperial War Museum.

Did you know? 
Hampshire Record Office offers 
help to people looking to trace 
their ancestry via army records.
Go to www3.hants.gov.uk/
archives/hals-collections/army-
records.htm to find  
out more.

Just months after 1066 and 
Winchester’s surrender, William 
the Conqueror ordered the 
construction of a castle within 
the city walls. Winchester Castle 
became one of the great fortresses 
of medieval England. It was 
maintained and enhanced until 
1645 when it was besieged, 
captured by Cromwell, and 
eventually demolished. The Great 
Hall, built between 1222 and 1235, 
is the only substantial surviving part 
of the medieval castle. A drawing 
of Winchester made by Willem 
Schellinks in 1662 shows the 
slighted castle as a still imposing 
ruin overlooking the city. On-site 
interpretation panels and displays 
tell the story of the castle.

Located directly opposite 
Normandy, was the springboard 
for ‘Operation Overlord’, the code 
name for the Allied Invasion of 
Europe in World War II. The county 
became a vast armed camp full of 
allied troops encamped in towns, 
villages and woods. Winchester’s 
newly-built by-pass became a giant 
tank park and camp for British and 
American troops. Even Peninsula 
Barracks in the city was taken over 
by the Ninth US Infantry Division see 
12 overleaf for more information 
on their stay. It was here that 
American troops were reviewed by 
Churchill and Eisenhower. (See 13  
and overleaf for more details)

The city offered the site of the 
castle to Charles II who paid his 
first known visit in 1682. A scheme 
was developed for a park and 
a ‘noble Palace, sufficient like 
Windsor, for a summer residence 
for the whole Court’. Construction 
of the palace, designed by Sir 
Christopher Wren and influenced 
by Versailles, began in 1683 but 
ended on the death of Charles in 
1685. ‘The King’s House’, little 
more than a carcass of a house, 
served as a prison for 5,000 French 
soldiers during the Seven Years’ 
War from 1757 to 1764 and from 
1778 to 1785 during the American 
War of Independence. From 1792 
to 1796 it was home to refugee 
clergy from revolutionary France 
before becoming an army barrack 
in the same year. The King’s House 
was eventually destroyed by fire 
on the night of 19th December 
1894. Some parts of Wren’s palace 
were reused in the replacement 
building which was ready for the 
army by 1904 and later renamed 
Peninsula Barracks, see 7b  The 
army remained in occupation up 
to 1983.

Winchester Cathedral enshrines a long history 
of military service and sacrifice. It contains major 
memorials (including the Rifle Brigade Centenary 
Window), monuments to illustrious military 
leaders, and many inscriptions recording the 
deaths of individual soldiers in both famous and 
lesser-known campaigns. It houses the laid up 
colours of several local regiments, and also Books 
of Remembrance for units including The Royal 

Hampshire Regiment, The Rifle Brigade and the Merchant Navy. The cathedral 
itself is no stranger to conflict – the West Window testifies to a violent 
incursion by Parliamentary troops during the Civil War and Bishop Peter 

Peninsula Barracks 
‘The King’s House’

Winchester 
Castle 

Peninsula Barracks 
in WWII7b

Erected in 1905, located near the 
junction of Jewry Street and St 
George’s Street in Winchester, 
this landmark commemorates the 
450,000 horses killed in the South 
African War of 1899-1902.

Boer War  
horse trough

Colour key 1 - 8 in date order

Iron and 
Bronze Age, 

Roman

Vikings and 
Anglo Saxons

Middle Ages, 
Tudors &  
Civil War

Modern 
History

Founded in 1382, Winchester 
College has the longest unbroken 
history of any English school.  
Whilst WWI claimed the lives of 
over 500 old Wykehamists, a 
further 275 died in World War 
II. Officially opened in 1924, the 
War Cloister was designed by Sir 
Herbert Baker to commemorate 
those who had lost their lives.
Notable Old Wykehamists with 
a military career who were all 
awarded the Victoria Cross include 
Dennis George Wyldbore Hewitt 
(1897-1917); Charles Doughty-
Wylie (1868-1915);  Daniel Burges 
(1873-1946); Arthur Forbes 
Gordon Kilby (1885-1915); and 
Air Chief Marshal Hugh Dowding 
(1882-1970). 
Please see www.
winchestercollege.org/guided-
tours for details of regular guided 
tours around the College and for 
tours of War Cloister.

An important residence of the 
wealthy and powerful Bishops of 
Winchester since Anglo-Saxon 
times, the surviving ruins date 
largely from the 12th century work 
of Bishop Henry of Blois (1129–71).  
In September 1141, during the Civil 
War between King Stephen and 
the Empress Matilda, the besieged 
defenders of Wolvesey set fire to 
and destroyed most of Winchester 
whilst holding off Matilda’s force.

Did you know?
Winchester city centre is spectacularly transformed by Homecoming Parades that 
assemble at The Guildhall for a reception by the Mayor of Winchester.

One of King Alfred’s defensive ‘burhs’, 
Winchester was established as refuge and 
strong point to resist the Danish invaders. A 
raiding army had destroyed the settlement in 860AD 
but the old Roman town walls were refurbished and 
a new street system was laid out inside the walls. 
These intramural streets (such as North Walls) 
were laid with the intention of rushing troops to 
threatened parts of the walls. The town’s walls 
were largely dismantled by the end of the 
18th century.

Winchester 

City centre guide to 
Winchester’s military past

Now a museum, the Westgate was 
built to be one of the defensible 
gateways in Winchester’s city 
walls,  first established by the 
Romans in the first century AD. 
The line of the walls remained 
unaltered throughout later times 
and, though the Westgate’s 
present structure is medieval and 
dates mainly from the 12th to 14th 
centuries, it is thought to stand 
on the site of the earlier Roman 
gate. The west wall was entirely 
rebuilt in the 14th century when a 
whole series of new defences was 
added in view of a possible invasion 
from France. The works included 
a portcullis, machicolations, gun 
ports and possibly a drawbridge. 
The two inverted keyhole gunports, 
intended for primitive hand 
cannons, are amongst the earliest 
pieces of architectural evidence for 
the use of artillery in this country. 
The Westgate is open weekends in 
the afternoon between February 
and October.

Wolvesey Castle (Old Bishop’s Palace) 
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Winchester 
College 

Winchester’s  
Roman walls1

Mews, a Royalist spy identified by 
the number 757, was Winchester’s 
equivalent of James Bond. Special 
military-themed tours can be 
booked through the website. 
winchester-cathedral.org.uk 

Winchester has a rich and varied military history. 
From Iron Age forts, to Civil War sites, through two 
World Wars to the completion of a Nuclear bunker 
sited at Twyford - the district’s military stories span 
centuries of history.

If you are interested in finding out more about the 
military history of Winchester, ancient and modern, 
then follow these two informative trails – one based 
in the city and one taking you further afield.

visitwinchester.co.uk

MILITARY
Trace Winchester’s military past from 

the Iron Age to the Nuclear Age

P Long stay parking

P Short stay parking

Way-finding totem poles

Park & ride
bus stop

Coach drop-off/
pick-up

Toilets

Pedestrian walk

6

8

If you would like this leaflet in a 
larger format, please contact the 
visitor information centre
01962 840 500  
tourism@winchester.gov.uk
visitwinchester.co.uk 
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Cricket clubs in and 
around Winchester
Winchester City Council has two venues available for cricket hire. These 
are King George V and North Walls Recreation Ground.  Both sites offer 
two cricket pitches with pavilion provision. 

For more information telephone  
01962 848 405 
or visit: winchester.gov.uk 

To see local clubs in action please contact the organisations direct. 

For a full listing of clubs visit 
play-cricket.com

Bishop’s Waltham Cricket Club  
bishopswaltham.play-cricket.com

Chawton Cricket Club 
chawton.play-cricket.com

Easton & Martyr Worthy Cricket Club
emwcc.play-cricket.com

St Cross Symondians
scscc.play-cricket.com
01962 866 642

Hambledon Cricket Club 
hambledoncricketclub.co.uk

Wickham Cricket Club 
wickham.play-cricket.com

West Meon Cricket Club 
01730 829 213

Winchester City Council’s tourism service would like to thank the following for their help 
in producing this leaflet: Graham Scobie; Charles Inglis; Winchester College; the marketing 
team at The Ageas Bowl; Stephen Baldwin. The excerpt from a poem featured on the front 
cover on the Winchester College feature was written in 1976 by The Reverend Reynell 
Cotton (1717-1796) School Master of Hyde School, Winchester and President of the 
Hambledon Club in 1773 and 1774.

When Hampshire County Cricket Club looked into renovating 
Southampton’s old County Ground in 1987, it was agreed that the 
demands placed upon the pavilion and grounds had outgrown the 
facilities. Thirteen years and £24m later, The Rose Bowl opened.  

In 2012 The Rose Bowl was renamed the Ageas Bowl and has been 
home to many international cricketers since the move from the old 
County Ground in 2001. Shane Warne played with Hampshire from 
2000-2007. He was Club captain for four years, and was joined by 
fellow Australian internationals Simon Katich, Shane Watson and Stuart 
Clark.

Hampshire also has a strong history of developing England players: the 
likes of Robin Smith, Chris Smith, Shaun Udal, Chris Tremlett and Dimitri 
Mascarenhas have all represented their country. 

In 2006 the Ageas Bowl hosted the Twenty20 international against Sri 
Lanka and, following a successful planning application, was awarded 
Test venue status by the England and Wales Cricket Board. It hosted 
its first Test match, England vs Sri Lanka, in 2011 to a crowd of up to 
25,000 people.

The new Hilton Hotel at the Ageas Bowl offers 171 bedrooms for guests 
looking for a an indulgent and luxurious experience overlooking the 
pitch or the stunning golf course.

For more information, including forthcoming music and sporting events, 
please visit ageasbowl.com.

William Lillywhite b1792*

Frederick William Lillywhite 
was one of the great bowlers 
of the nineteenth century

He was coach to college 
teams in the early 1850s, 
including preparing the boys 
for their annual end of term 
matches at Lords against Eton 
and then Harrow. 

He lead the revolution 
which moved bowling from 
underarm (‘Hambledon style’) 
to round-arm where the ball 
and hand must not be higher 
than the shoulder. With his 
sons he founded Lillywhite’s 
in Piccadilly London.

*Image by Unknown Artist 
c 1850, William Lillywhite. 
By permission of the Warden 
and Scholars of Winchester 
College

Harry Altham (b 1888)

Harry was among the best 
known personalities in the 
world of cricket. He played, 
legislated, test selected and 
was a historian and a coach 
for 30 years. A master and 
cricket coach in Winchester, 
he was also part of a family 
of first class cricketers

In 1926, while in Winchester, 
as a college master, he wrote 
‘The History of Cricket’, one of 
the earliest defintitive works 
and it is still a major reference 
work today. His great legacy 
is the formation of national 
coaching schemes.  

The Ashton Brothers 

“We thank thee, we praise 
thee, we bless thee O Lord, 
for Hubert, Percy, Gilbert and 
Claude,” - so goes the old 
Winchester College song, and 
for good reason. Sporting 
prowess ran in the Ashton 
family - all four brothers 
were Blues at Cambridge 
and also excelled in football. 
Gilbert, Hubert and Claude 
all captained the university 
team in the three consecutive 
seasons from 1921 to 1923.

Awarded the Military Cross 
in the first world war, Hubert 
(1892-1979) went on to play 
for Essex scoring more than 
1,000 runs in both 1921 and 
1922. He was knighted in 1959 
in recognition of his services 
as an MP.

In 1923, Claude (1901-
1942, pictured above) 
succeeded Percy as captain 
of the university’s cricket 
team amassing 916 runs and 
claiming 50 wickets with his 
medium-pace bowling, together 
with 21 catches. He played for 
Essex between 1934 and 1938, 
his career cut tragically short 
when 
he died 
during a 
mid-air 
training accident just before the 
Second World War.

Douglas Robert Jardine 
(1900-1958) 

As an English cricketer and 
captain of the England cricket 
team in the early 1930s, Jar-
dine, an Old Wykehamist (the 
name given to Winchester 
College alumni) is perhaps 
best known for captaining 
the English squad during 
its 1932-33 Ashes tour of 
Australia.

His team employed the 
controversial ‘body line’  
technique (where the 
bowler deliberately aimed the 
cricket ball at the body of the 
batsman), tactics employed 
to neutralize the opposing 
Australian batsmen, particu-
larly Don Bradman, and which 
caused a veritable storm in 
the cricketing world.

Hubert Doggart OBE 
(b.1925) 

Hubert Doggart was educated 
at Winchester College and 
King’s College, a Cambridge 
blue in five different sports 
and captain in four. 

He taught at Winchester 
College (1950-1972) while 
maintaining a successful 
amateur cricket career for 
Cambridge University and 
Sussex Cricket Clubs. Doggart 
went on to represent England 
in two Test matches in 1950 
and has held many offices in 
sports administration, such 
as President of the MCC 
(1981-1982).

Mansoor Ali Khan ‘Tiger’ 
Pataudi (b.1941) 

Born into an Indian royal 
household, Mansur Ali Khan 
Pataudi completed his edu-
cation at Winchester College 
after inheriting the titular 
dignity of Nawab of Pataudi 
upon his father’s death.

After playing for Oxford, 
he went on to captain the 
Indian national side at 21 and 
played 310 matches, scoring 
15,425 runs, his highest 
being 203 (not-out). Mansur 
Khan made his Test debut 
against England at Delhi in 
December 1961. Following 
his retirement, Mansur Ali 
Khan Pataudi became the 
Indian national cricket coach 
(1974-75) and later refereed 
ICC matches

Bishop Ken, a scholar of the college, recorded that he was fond of the game when he was a boy in the 1650s and 60s. 
In 1845, a college team was reputed to have been surprised when they played a Basingstoke team who won the match 
by using a catapult instead of a bowler. Regular matches between Winchester, Eton and Harrow began in 1825.

Winchester College’s cricketing legacy

A brief history of 
cricket in Winchester

The history of cricket in the city of Winchester closely mirrors 
the changes in its evolution. At the time that Robert Matthew 
wrote his poem in 1647 which refers to Winchester’s College 
pupils playing on St Catherine’s Hill, it was a casual sport played 
by boys. 

By the 1770s, Winchester was regularly fielding adult cricket 
teams: it is recorded that in 1774 Winchester refused to allow 
Bishop’s Waltham to finish a match on Twyford Down although 
only six runs were needed. Rather than throw the match away, 
the Waltham players stayed overnight and subsequently warned 
other teams against playing such unreasonable opponents.

In 1796 we know that a match took place between the 
tradesmen of Winchester and the tradesmen of Southampton, 
marking the shift in the game from a children’s game to an 
adult’s sport, popular with working men. Another match 
between local tradesmen was recorded in 1856 at Oliver’s 
Battery when a team representing the town north of the High 
Street played against another from the south side.

As the game became more popular, its following among the  
gentry grew and this is reflected in the number of Winchester 
College pupils who rose to prominence in the sport. We take a 
look at some of these noted players…

Jane Austen died in a house on College Street in 
Winchester after a short illness. Her final resting place 
is Winchester Cathedral, which is a central landmark of 
her life. This trail traces her journey from birth to her 
death giving you an insight into the life and times of 
this ‘Hampshire girl’.

visitwinchester.co.uk

AUSTEN
Landmarks of the author’s life in Hampshire

FAMILY TIES
Jane’s father, George Austen, (1731–1805)  was 
the rector of St Nicholas Church in the parish of 
Steventon. Reverend Austen took in boys to tutor.

His wife Cassandra (née Leigh) 
(1739–1827) was a sociable, 
witty woman whom George 
had met while studying in 
Oxford. Cassandra was visiting 
her uncle, Theophilus Leigh, 
Master of Balliol College. When Cassandra left 

the city, George followed her to Bath and continued 
to court her until they got married on 26 April 1764, 

at the church of St Swithin in Bath.

Although a close knit family, by today’s standards the household  
was subject to somewhat fluid arrangements regarding the care 
of offspring. As was customary for the gentry at the time, Jane’s 
parents sent her as an infant to be cared for by a farming  

neighbour, Elizabeth Littlewood.

Her brother George, who is thought to have suffered 
from epilepsy, also lived away from the family home. 
And the third child, Edward (shown left), was 

adopted by his father’s third cousin, Mr Thomas 
Knight, eventually inheriting Godmersham 
and Chawton House, which led him to offer a 
cottage attached to the Chawton estate to his 
mother and two sisters, Jane and Cassandra.

Arrangements like these were normal 
for the time - the family was close and 
affectionate and recurring themes of family 
bonds and respectable rural living would 
play a strong part in Jane’s writing.

THE AUSTEN FAMILY – WHAT TO SEE

The most extensive collection of memorabilia relating to the 
Austen family is showcased at Jane Austen’s House, Chawton.  
See overleaf to find out more...

STEVENTON & BEYOND
EDUCATION AND EARLY INFLUENCES

If you would like this leaflet in a larger format please  
contact the visitor information centre on 01962 840 500 
or e-mail tourism@winchester.gov.uk

janeausten200.co.uk

STEVENTON 
WHAT TO SEE
Other than a towering lime tree, offspring of one planted by 
Jane’s brother James, and a clump of nettles that is thought 
to mark the spot where the family well used to stand, nothing 
remains at the site of the rectory other than the rural tranquillity 
that was perhaps as central an element of Austen’s creativity as 
the society of her day.

At St Nicholas Church there is a bronze plaque dedicated to 
the writer and you can see her elder brother’s grave, along with 
those of other relatives.

The 1000-year old yew, which used to house the key in the time of 
the Austens, still yields berries – its secret, central hollow intact.

The Wheatsheaf Inn in North Waltham was once a coaching inn 
and posting house visited by Austen as a child. Today it serves 
food to passers by. Offering open fires and cosy seating, many of 
the building’s 18th century features are still intact.

Tel: 01256 398 282 Postcode: RG25 2BB.

The girls’ brief schooling was finally curtailed due to 
constraints upon the family’s finances and Jane returned to 
the rectory in 1787 to begin writing a collection of poems, 
plays and short stories which she dedicated to friends and 
family. This, her Juvenilia, encompassed her early writings.

Pages from A History of England, perhaps the most celebrated 
of these early works, can be viewed online at the British 
Library website (www.bl.uk/onlinegallery). Even in this, one 
of Austen’s earliest texts, the reader glimpses the wit that 
was to come. The prose is peppered with phrases illustrating 
her flair for detached, literary anticlimax: 

‘Lord Cobham was burnt alive, but I forget what for.’

If you would like this leaflet in a 
larger format, please contact the 
visitor information centre

01962 840 500  
tourism@winchester.gov.uk
visitwinchester.co.uk 
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Jane Austen was born on 16 December 1775 at Steventon 
Rectory in north Hampshire, where her parents had 
moved a year previously with three of Jane’s older 
siblings. Henry was born before Jane, then a further 
three siblings arrived, meaning that the Austen brood 
numbered eight in all.

George Austen, known as ‘the handsome proctor’at Balliol 
College, was a reflective, literary man, who took pride in his 
children’s education.

Most unusually for the period, he owned more than 500 
books and was forward thinking in encouraging his daughters 
to read widely. Again unusually, when Jane’s only sister, 
Cassandra, left for school in 1782, she was  
accompanied by Jane, aged just seven.  Their 
mother wrote of their bond, ‘If Cassandra’s 
head had been going to be cut off, Jane would  
have hers cut off too’. 

The two sisters attended schools in Oxford,  
Southampton and Reading. In Southampton  
the girls (and their cousin Jane Cooper) left 
the school when they caught a fever brought 
to the city by troops returning from abroad.  
Their  cousin’s mother died and Jane 
also contracted the illness becoming 
very unwell but, luckily for literary 
posterity, survived.

COASTAL JAUNTS

PORTSMOUTH

SOUTHAMPTON

It was whilst Jane was visiting her brothers Charles 
and Frank, both serving officers in the Royal Navy 
in Portsmouth, that she was influenced to write 

Mansfield Park. In the novel she portrays the old city 
convincingly, touching on the squalor of its poverty. 

The naval dockyard she describes in Mansfield Park 
is now a sports field in neighbouring Portsea but the 

city still features the Georgian architecture which 
marks its development as a suburb serving the naval 

personnel who guarded the once  
heavy coastal fortifications.

Jane, her mother and sister Cassandra moved to 
Southampton after the death of her father in 1805. 

Jane found living in a city a challenge after her 
country childhood. We know that the women spent 

much time out of doors, promenading along the city 
walls and taking excursions to the River Itchen and 
the ruins of Netley Abbey. Surviving correspondence 
also tells us that the three women travelled up the 

Beaulieu River, passing Buckler’s Hard, an 18th 
century shipbuilding village, and Beaulieu Abbey. Jane 

also danced at the Dolphin Hotel.

THE DANCING YEARS

Coming from a respectable family associated with the 
church, Jane and her sister Cassandra occupied a social 
stratum bracketed as gentry. 

The well-spoken girls enjoyed a busy round of dances and 
house visits, mingling with the higher echelons of local 
Georgian society in the great houses dotted throughout 
the rolling green countryside. 

As well as spending time with the family friend Madam 
Lefroy, who lived at Ashe Rectory, we know that Jane and 
Cassandra came into contact with the infamous Boltons of 
Hackwood Park. (Jane dryly comments after meeting the 
illegitimate daughter of Lord Bolton in the Bath assembly 
rooms that she was ‘much improved with a wig’). She also 
visited the Hansons of Farleigh House and the Dorchesters 
of Kempshott Park where Jane attended a New Year’s ball 
in 1800.

Jane Austen’s keen observation of the manners and morals 
of her extended social network was to give rise to her 
famous plotlines revolving around unsuitable suitors and 
social position – she started drafting Pride and Prejudice, Sense 
and Sensibility and Northanger Abbey whilst living at the rectory.

‘Give a girl an 
education and 
introduce her properly 
into the world, and 
ten to one but she 
has the means of 
settling well.’ 
JANE AUSTEN

DID YOU KNOW?
Joe Wright’s 2005 adaptation 
of Pride and Prejudice starring  
Keira Knightly (see overleaf) 
has scenes that were shot in 
Winchester.

Take a look 
at our cricket 
trail and 
follow the 
itinerary that 
links to this 
trail.

There is also 
a Jane Austen 
trail available 
with an 
itinerary that 
links to this 
one.

“Let’s join in the praise of the bat and the wicket, and 
sing in full chorus the patrons of cricket...”

Games akin to cricket have been played on the fields of England 
since the Middle Ages, but a game called ‘crecket’ first appears 
in 1598. 

Hampshire’s own cricketing history owes much to the legacy of 
the Hambledon and Alresford cricket clubs and the pre-eminent 
players produced at Winchester College.

Why not make Winchester your base as you uncover the 
fascinating landmarks of cricket dotted across Hampshire?

visitwinchester.co.uk

CRICKET
Trace its evolution in Winchester and 

Hampshire’s countryside

If you would like this leaflet in a 
larger format, please contact the 
visitor information centre

01962 840 500  
tourism@winchester.gov.uk
visitwinchester.co.uk 
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Eel House 
Built in the 1820s and recently restored, 
this is where eels were trapped on 
moonless autumn nights, as they 
undertook their once in-a-lifetime 
migration to breed a . The Eel House 
sluices still control the water levels in the 
river and the nearby fish farm.

The Eel House sitting astride the river b  , 
can be viewed externally at all times but 
it is also open to the public on certain 
public holidays and Alresford Watercress 
Festival day c . 

For details of the Eel House  
opening days see  
towntrust.org.uk  
or town notice boards

Millennium Trail 
continued Pound Hill 
At the end of The Avenue you will 
walk down Pound Hill 21 , former site 
of a ‘pound’ for stray animals. It was 
also the location of the Hurdle House 
where hurdles for the sheep markets 
were stored. As you cross the top of 
The Dean, immediately on your left is 
the original Perins School building 22 . 
Founded in 1698, the town’s secondary 
school remained here until 1910 when 
it moved to its present site at the 
beginning of The Avenue.

In the remaining walk up West Street 
you will notice a number of small lanes 
associated with Alresford’s brewing 
trade. At one time the town is reputed 
to have had over two dozen pubs. Two 
old coaching inns, The Bell and The 
Swan remain.

At the pedestrian crossing the trail ends, perhaps a good time 
to explore the town’s shops or go for a drink or a bite to eat.

You have now reached Drove Lane. Note there is no 
pedestrian path and please take extra care on the first 
section where, as you turn left, visibility is limited.

About 200 metres down Drove Lane you re-cross the river and 
on your right is Barn Meadow f . This is a good place to spot 
waterbirds, especially during migration periods in Spring and 
Autumn. Birds of prey hunt here all year round.

The river here was used in the Second World War by tanks 
practicing river crossings. It is also one of the possible sites of 
the ‘ford over the river where the alder trees grow’ from which 
Alresford takes its name.

A further 350 metres brings you to Winchester Road, 
formerly a turnpike (toll) road. Turn left here, back towards 
the town.

At the junction are the lodge and gates, 
which were once the main entrance to 
Arlebury Park House.

The remainder of the trail follows the 
footpath on The Avenue, gifted to the 
town by the Bishop of Winchester for 
recreational purposes in 1869. In spring-
time the many beds of daffodils g , line 
the way and in summer the two lines of 
114 mature limes give you pleasant shade. 
Part way along, you will pass The Old Toll 
House h , a fine red-brick hexagonal 
building that was originally the tollhouse 
for the Winchester to Alresford turnpike. 

A little further down you will pass the front gates of Arlebury Park 
House with its fine Cedar of Lebanon trees a renowned (and often 
noisy!) heronry.

Rejoin the Millennium Trail at the gates of Arlebury Park 
Recreation Ground.

You have now crossed the parish 
boundary and are in Old Alresford. 
As you climb up the slope you reach 
an area called New England. The 
remaining cottage on your left is 
known as New England Cottage and 
was built in 1700. In 1891 it was 
occupied by agricultural labourers from 
the Arlebury Estate.

As you walk beyond the cottage 
and new development you will see 
a footpath next to the drive on your 
right. For a great birds-eye view of 
Alresford and the upper Alre Valley you 
can climb the slope and cross the road. 
At the high point, some 100 metres 
into the vineyard, you can look back 
over the town with panoramic views 
of the roof-tops of Alresford and the 
tower of St John’s Church d . If you 
continue on this route you will join a 
series of paths and tracks that allow 
extensive walks in the countryside to 
the north. (Retrace your steps back to 
the Trail).

On your left you will get glimpses 
of the 18th century Arlebury Park 
House. e  Many of the ponds of the 
Alre Valley are of recent construction, 
but the oldest date back to the 18th 
century when they were created for 
the pleasure of the owners of Arlebury 
House.

Travelling to Alresford
Alresford lies just off the A31 between Winchester (7 miles) and 
Alton (12 miles).

If using SatNav key in New Alresford or SO24 9JG. Follow the 
brown and white tourist signs to the Watercress Line. The 
Millennium Trail begins in the Station Yard where parking is 
available. Buses run at least hourly from Alton and Winchester.

Public transport
Bus route information from travelinesw.com or arrive in style on a 
steam train with watercressline.co.uk.

Parking and Bicycle
SatNav postcode SO24 9EP.

Alresford lies just off the A31 between Winchester (7 miles) and 
Alton (12 miles). Follow the brown and white tourist signs to the 
Watercress Line. The Millennium Trail begins in the Station Yard 
where parking is available. Buses run at least hourly from Alton and 
Winchester.

Facilities & accessibility
Your first 2 hours parking at Arlebury Park Recreation Centre 
(SO24 9EP) are free, but don’t forget to print your free ticket at 
the machine. There are limited electric vehicle charging and cycle 
parking facilities at Arlebury Park. There are car parks at the station 
(SO24 9JG) and Perins School (Jacklyns Lane, SO24 9JJ). Limited 
free on-street parking is available in West Street, Station Road and 
Broad Street. All our car parks are Pay and Display and free on 
Sundays and Bank Holidays (check signage for details).

Within a three-mile radius of St John’s, the parish church, there are 
some 60 miles of paths and tracks. Many of these are hundreds of 
years old. The Alre Valley Trail gives you an opportunity to see some 
of the lovely countryside that surrounds Alresford. 

Following on from the Millennium Trail, you begin this 
walk by the gate at the bottom of Arlebury Park recreation 
ground. Follow the footpath going west along the bank of 
the river.

As you walk along the river you will cross a number of small 
streams flowing under the footpath. They are now used to take 
water to the adjacent fish farm, but in earlier times one of them, 
called Ram Stream, led water to an intake chamber from which a 
ram pump kept Arlebury Park House supplied. 

At the end of this stretch you will reach the Eel House.

Follow the footbridge around the Eel House.

The Alre Valley Trail (optional diversion)

Alresford is home 
to the Mid-Hants 
Steam Railway-the 
Watercress Line. 
Why not spend 
a day in the UK’s 
watercress capital 
and ride the route 
the crops once took 
to market? 

image © Gilbert Yates

Useful Information

DID YOU KNOW?
Alresford and 
watercress go way back. 
Approximately 1,500 
tones of watercress is 
produced in Alresford 
every year, supplying 
supermarket chains and 
greengrocers across the 
country. Growing in 
pure spring water, it has 
been picked and eaten 
locally for centuries.

Alresford is a beautiful Georgian town, one of 
Hampshire’s finest. Famous for its watercress, specialist 
shops, old-fashioned inns, and the Watercress Line 
steam railway. Alresford (pronounced Allsford) is also 
renowned for its lush scenery and riverside walks. A 
lovely place for strolling, there is plenty to see in the 
town and by its attractive riverside.

visitwinchester.co.uk

ALRESFORD
Millennium & Alre Valley Trails
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Revised edition published 2019 by ©New Alresford Town Council, Tel 01962 732 079 Email: 
committeeclerk@newalresford-tc.gov.uk Publication assisted by Winchester City Council. Whilst every 
endeavour has been made to ensure the 
accuracy of information contained in this 
publication, no responsibility can be taken for 
errors, omissions or subsequent amendments.
Produced by Winchester City Council.

Working with
New
Alresford 
Town
Council
newalresford-tc.gov.uk

If you would like this leaflet in a 
larger format, please contact the 
visitor information centre

01962 840 500  
tourism@winchester.gov.uk
visitwinchester.co.uk 
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Opened in 1891, the Hockley Viaduct was part of the Didcot to 
Southampton railway. 

It closed to passengers in 1960, and to freight in 1966 as part 
of the national programme of closures proposed by Dr Richard 
Beeching. Winchester City Council acquired the viaduct in 1968. 
Until recently, the viaduct was in a state of disrepair. It has now 
been repaired to begin a new life as part of the National Cycle 
Route Network Route 23, for walkers and cyclists to enjoy. Take 
the Viaduct Way and enjoy some scenic views from a lovingly 
restored local landmark.

Nicola Henshaw was commissioned by 
Winchester City Council to produce 
interpretive artwork that reflects the 
history of Hockley Viaduct and marks 
the restoration of Viaduct Way. Nicola 
tells stories through wood and other 
media to create work that is both 
functional and sculptural. She draws 
on local stories remembered and 
reinvented by local people through 
lively workshops.

1885 – Didcot, Newbury &
Southampton Railway opened 
the extension to a new station at 
Winchester (Chesil) but 
finances could not be raised 
for the continuation to 
Southampton. The London & 
South Western Railway built 
a 1.5 mile line from Winchester 
to their main line in Shawford.

1891 – the LSWR, engineer 
WL Galbraith, built the 
Hockley Viaduct. It was 
constructed of concrete and 
brickwork arches and parapets. 
Consisting of 33 arches, it is 
over 600 metres long and 12 
metres high.

1914 – in WWI, the viaduct 
was on the main supply route 
to France.

1942 – In WW2, the railway 
line was closed to passengers 
and used for military traffic 
for the invasion of Europe. 
In the year prior to D-Day, 
16,000 trains crossed the 
Viaduct’s single track to join 
the Southampton line.

1960 – the last passenger service 
used the viaduct in March.

2007 – The Friends of Hockley 
Viaduct Trust was established.

The green way to 
tour Winchester
Winchester’s bike hire scheme
You can hire bikes from:
Bespoke Biking, 4a Middle Brook St, Winchester, SO23 8AQ
Open 7 days a week: Mon - Sat: 9.00 - 5pm Sun: 10.00 - 4pm   
Tel: 01962 441 962

“The dandelions are gliding into the woods, I leap up 
and try to make a grab for them -  
but I miss every time.”

Becky Witheyman, Compton All Saints Primary School.

visitwinchester.co.uk

VIADUCT WAY
Walk or cycle to Winchester’s restored 

historic railway

Winchester City Council would like to thank The Friends of 
Hockley Viaduct, Nicola Henshaw, and the following organisations...

...for their contributions to this leaflet and the creation of The Viaduct 
Way. Thanks also to Pru Hatton from Winchester Museums service. 

Hockley Viaduct through history...

If you would like this leaflet in a 
larger format, please contact the 
visitor information centre

01962 840 500  
tourism@winchester.gov.uk
visitwinchester.co.uk 
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How to get there
The walk starts from the car park of the Hinton Arms,  
grid reference SU 5906 2785, 10 kms east of Winchester  
on the A272. You can leave your car at the pub but please 
park considerately.

Buses: Stagecoach service 67 Winchester to Petersfield.  
Nearest stop New Cheriton Crossroads.

The full walk is 8¾ kms long, taking 3 – 3½ hours but you  
can create shorter circular routes using the map overleaf. 
There are some gentle inclines with surfaces ranging from 
dirt tracks to tarmac road. Remember to wear appropriate 
footwear and always follow the Countryside Code.

Acknowledgements
Gillian Gray Knight, Richard Pearce and the Sealed Knot, 
Hampshire Cultural Trust, Richard and Anne Mattia at the 
Hinton Arms and Hampshire County Council Countryside 
Service.

Originally produced by the Battle of Cheriton Project Ltd as 
part of a programme of activities explaining the importance 
of this battlefield and of the events that unfolded across 
Hampshire during the English Civil War in 1644.  

For further information log onto www.battlefieldstrust.com
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larger format, please contact the 
visitor information centre

01962 840 500  
tourism@winchester.gov.uk
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A detail of Arnald’s painting, c1810, showing Cromwell’s artillery train 
approaching Winchester

As in most places in Britain, the loyalties of the people of 
Winchester were divided. Of the city’s two MPs, one supported 
parliament and the other the king. The city sat in a major strategic 
position, controlling the road from Southampton to the north, and 
the western road from Portsmouth. As a result, the city was to pay 
a heavy price. In December 1642 the Royalists entered Winchester 
Castle, closely pursued by Parliamentarians who captured 
and ransacked the city. The next day the ill-prepared Royalists 
surrendered the castle. In 1643 the city and castle were retaken by 
the Royalists and the defences of both were strengthened. In 1644, 
after the Battle of Cheriton, the Parliamentarians under Waller once 
again captured and sacked the city, although the castle remained 
in Royalist hands. The castle was taken by Oliver Cromwell on 5 
October 1645 and soon after was blown up and made unusable.

W I N C H E S T E R  I N  T H E  
C I V I L  WA R

THE BATTLE OF 
CHERITON
Between 1642 and 1649 Britain was 
divided by bloody  civil war. On one side 
stood King Charles I, a believer in the 
Divine Right of Kings, and his supporters 
called Royalists. On the other were those 
who supported the rights of the House 
of Commons, called Parliamentarians. 
The country was divided – son fought 
father and brother fought brother. On 29 March 1644 the Battle 
of Cheriton was fought, and it proved to be a turning point in 
the war. Within five years King Charles I was to lose his head and 
the country entered a period of republican rule known as the 
Commonwealth.

THE ROAD TO CHERITON
The campaign season of 1643 started in the south-west, where 
Hopton, the commander of the Royalist forces, drove Waller and his 
Parliamentarians out of Somerset, Dorset, and Wiltshire. Hampshire 
was now in the front line. 

Early March 1644 saw the Royalist and Parliamentarian armies 
marching and countermarching to gain control of the eastern 
approach roads to Winchester. On 25 March the two armies were 
within two miles of each other and skirmished throughout the next 
two days. The Royalist army gained Alresford and set up camp on 
the high ground of Tichborne Down. The Parliamentarians camped 
across the valley on a lower ridge at Hinton Ampner. The scene was 
set for an epic showdown, the result of which was to influence the 
character of the Civil War south of the Thames.

WEAPONS AND WAR
Civil War foot regiments consisted of pikemen and musketeers 
formed of companies of 100 to 140 men each. The pikemen, 
whose main weapon was a 16 foot ash pike tipped with steel, 
stood in blocks eight ranks deep with the pikes of the front three 
ranks levelled at the enemy. When two blocks of pike met, the rear 
ranks pushed those in front forward driving through the opposition. 

Musketeers could either be used en masse to deliver a devastating 
volley or, as in Cheriton Wood, tactically in small groups. They wore 
the distinctive bandolier, a  leather belt slung across the chest, from 
which hung containers with a measured charge of powder. The 
front-loading matchlock musket was fired by a slow-burning taper 
setting off the main charge, firing a lead ball the size of a marble 
with a range of 100m. It took an experienced musketeer 30–60 
seconds to reload, but with the gun weighing up to 6kg, it could 
also be used as a club in hand-to hand combat.

The basic unit of cavalry was a troop of between 25 and 80 men 
under the command of a captain. A regiment could consist of 
three to ten troops. There were two types of cavalry. The cuirassiers 
were heavily armoured and carried pistols, carbine and sword. The 
harquebusiers, who formed the bulk of the cavalry at Cheriton, 
used similar weapons, but were less heavily armoured and therefore 
more manoeuvrable.

Artillery consisted of a range of guns of different sizes and design. 
The pieces at Cheriton had a range of 650m with ball and up to 
200m with canister-style shot.

THE OPPOSING 
COMMANDERS
In the 1620s two young men, William 
Waller and Ralph Hopton, served together 
on the continent in a conflict known as 
The Thirty Years’ War. They became close 
friends and together rescued King Charles 
I’s sister from the besieged city of Prague. 
On their return to England, Hopton went 
home to Somerset and Waller moved 
to his residence in Winchester Castle. 
Both became Members of Parliament, 
but Waller became increasingly unhappy 
with Charles I’s unconstitutional rule, 
while Hopton’s support for the king 
grew. Although they were to retain 
good relations, the subsequent Civil War 
shattered their friendship.

This map shows the Royalists contolled centres (blue) and those under 
the control of Parliamentarians (red) at the time of the battle
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The Battle of Cheriton was a major turning point in 
the English Civil War and resulted in an important 
Parliamentarian victory that helped shape the future 
of England. Follow this trail that sets out from the 
Parliamentarian camp at Hinton Ampner and embark 
on the walk taken by the troops on 29 March 1644 to 
the Cheriton Battlefield, tracing the movements of the 
soldiers who shaped our nation.

visitwinchester.co.uk

CHERITON 
BATTLE FIELD 

WALK

CHERITON BATTLE FIELD WALK 

Ralph Hopton 
1st Baron Hopton of Stratton  

© National Portrait Gallery, LondonRalph Hopton 
1st Baron Hopton of Stratton  

© National Portrait Gallery, London

King Charles I

Sir William Waller 
© National Portrait Gallery, London

This map shows the Royalists contolled 
centres (blue) and those under the control of 

Parliamentarians (red) at the time of the battle

You can also download this 
leaflet and our other trails from 
visitwinchester.co.uk

Winchester’s Official tourist 
guides run tours on some of 
these fascinating themes. See 
winchestertouristguides.com

Follow in King Alfred’s footsteps on this tour of 
Winchester’s historic landmarks.

This walk is divided into three loops so you can choose 
how much to do. Set out from the famous statue of 
King Alfred and explore the heart of the ancient capital, 
the upper city and Alfred’s final resting place in Hyde 
Abbey Gardens.

visitwinchester.co.uk

CITY WALK
A tour of King Alfred’s Winchester

Winchester has a rich and varied military history. 
From Iron Age forts, to Civil War sites, through two 
World Wars to the completion a Nuclear bunker 
sited at Twyford - the district’s military stories span 
centuries of history.

If you are interested in finding out more about the 
military history of Winchester, ancient and modern, 
then follow these two informative trails – one based 
in the city and one taking you further afield.

visitwinchester.co.uk

MILITARY
Trace Winchester’s military past from 

the Iron Age to the Nuclear Age

“The dandelions are gliding into the woods, I leap up 
and try to make a grab for them -  
but I miss every time.”

Becky Witheyman, Compton All Saints Primary School.

visitwinchester.co.uk

VIADUCT WAY
Walk or cycle to Winchester’s restored 

historic railway

Winchester has an important Jewish past. The earliest 
record of Jews in the city date to the mid-1100s, making 
it one of the earliest, largest and wealthiest Jewish 
settlements in England.

visitwinchester.co.uk

MEDIEVAL 
JEWISH TRAIL
The story of Medieval Jews in Winchester

Image ©Rusty Aldwinckle

R E S P E C T
P R O T E C T   
E N J O Y
O U R  W I N C H E S T E R  D I S T R I C T

ON THE MENU THIS AUTUMN
Winchester district is full of the flavours 
of local produce - from fresh trout, 
speciality cheeses, world renowned 
watercress and wasabi to award-
winning English sparkling wine and 
aromatic gins. Restaurants and cafés 
throughout the district are using the 

freshest local ingredients to delight 
their diners. Pick up these locally 
sourced delicacies from food stores 
across the district or visit Winchester 
Farmers' Market – one of the largest 
in the country - on the second and last 
Sunday of each month. 

Find out more at visitwinchester.co.uk or sign up to our enewsletter for all the latest 
news on events, inspiration for days out, special offers and some great competitions.KingAlfWinchesterKing_Alf KingAlfWinchester 7V I S I T  W I N C H E S T E R
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The UK’s longest running festival of Outdoor Arts | hatfair.co.uk 

Fri 5 - Sun 7 

July 2019

For an entertaining treat to 
end your day, check out 
what’s on at our theatres 

and entertainment 
venues across the 

district. 

SHOW- 
STOPPING

PLAN YOUR DAY: Pop into Winchester Visitor Information Centre 
for trail leaflets, advice on places to go plus gifts and local goods 
from independent businesses across the district. 

SIGN UP to our e-newsletter: visitwinchester.co.uk for offers, 
competitions, events and ideas for days out.

DOWNLOAD MORE SELF-GUIDED TRAILS
VISITWINCHESTER.CO.UK/BROCHURES 

 
visitwinchester.co.uk

For more inspiration and itineraries for great days out see

WINCHESTER DISTRICT: HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW IT?

ANSWERS  1. Winchester Cathedral 2.The Hospital of St Cross 3.Westgate 4. Winchester 
College 5. Fort Nelson 6. Winchester Science Centre & Planetarium 7.Mid Hants Railway 
Watercress Line 8.Marwell Zoo 9. Bishop’s Waltham Palace 10. Hinton Ampner



A GREEN 
THUMBS 
UP TO YOU 
FROM US
Since we launched our new 
garden waste service in 
February, you’ve recycled 
over 3,400 tonnes of garden 
waste!

We saw our busiest months, 
unsurprisingly, in June and July 
with 1,700 tonnes of garden waste 
collected from our green-fingered 
residents. Instead of being taken to 
a landfill, it’s used for composting, a 
far greener option. So a huge thank 
you from us, and the environment.

If you don’t have a garden bin yet 
but want one (or another one!), 
visit: winchester.gov.uk/brown-bin  

You can buy back your 
composted material as 
Pro-Grow soil conditioner. 
It’s available for sale at 
various locations, and can 
be delivered straight to you 
at home. For more 
information please 
go to www.pro-
grow.com

DID YOU 
KNOW?

CLIMATE ACTION 

On average, we’re currently collecting 
a whopping half tonne of old batteries 
and electrical goods EVERY week! In 
the first four months of collections 
alone, we collected 10 tonnes of spent 
and unwanted items. 

Putting batteries and electrical goods 
in a black bin means they go to either 
an incinerator or to a landfill site. Both 
of these cause pollution, so recycling is 
a far better option.

To recycle used batteries, place them in 
a small plastic bag on top of your black 
bin. Do the same for electrical goods 
but place the bag alongside the bin. 
Our friendly bin crews will be along to 
take them off your hands.

WE’RE PICKING 
UP BATTERIES, 
FREE OF CHARGE

DRIVING FOR 
CHANGE
37 electric vehicle charging points 
have now been installed across the 
Winchester district. This includes 18 
double Alfen 22kWh fast units and one 
50kWH rapid charger.

The EVCPs generate electricity from 
100% renewable sources. We’re 
upping a gear when it comes to 
making Winchester a district of electric 
vehicles. Will you make the switch?

BUILDING 
TOWARDS OUR 
GOALS 
Since April 2020, we’ve redoubled 
our efforts to manage our buildings 
sustainably. Thanks to the power of 
the sun and wind, we’ve already cut 
emissions by 19%... But we know we 
can do more. Our goal is to reduce 
carbon emissions by 40%. And once 

we have all our sites on board with our 
new green tariff, we’re one step closer 
to reaching that goal.

Interested in following suit at home? 
Visit winchester.gov.uk/buying-green-
electricity

MARWELL ZOO
We’re aware that clean energy is 
available for our homes, and now the 
much loved residents of Marwell Zoo 
are set to switch to renewable energy 
with the installation of solar panels 
across the park, powering the animals’ 
habitats.
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PESTICIDES - 
WE HEAR YOU
We’re aware of the public concern 
surrounding the use of Glyphosate, a 
weed killer. We’ve drastically reduced its 
usage, with only 2% of district grounds 
being treated with the product, only twice 
a year. We’re also looking for alternatives 
to Glyphosate and will update you with 
our progress.

GUESS WHO'S BACK?
The meadow at West Hill 
Cemetery is home once more 
to the rare Bordered Sallow 
moth. We’re so pleased that 
our efforts in planting and 
allowing the grass grow have 
resulted in this most welcome 
return!

TAKE STEPS: 
REDUCE YOUR 
FOOTPRINT
Are you looking to make your home 
greener - yet warmer? Sign up to the 
waiting list for a new funding programme 
from Warmer Homes! Launching in the 
chilly months early next year, the funding 
can help you take steps to reduce your 
carbon footprint and keep your home 
toasty at the same time...

To apply or get more info on Warmer 
Homes, call 0800 038 5737 or go to 
www.warmerhomes.org.uk

To find out more about Winchester Area 
SuperHomes, go to
www.winacc.org.uk/wash-home/

“As we press on with our Carbon 
Neutrality targets, we’re so encouraged 

with all the activity across the Winchester 
district, despite some turbulent times! 

From EV Charging Points, to introducing 
solar power in more locations - including 
Marwell Zoo. We are truly committed to 

our Carbon Neutrality Action Plan. 

The pandemic may have put the world 
on ‘pause’, but climate change doesn’t 

recognise that. We still face the same 
challenges, the same risks, and we still 

must act now to reverse the decline. 
And I’m so proud to say that we have 
done just that and remain committed 

to reducing carbon emissions across the 
district. I’m very proud of how we all  

have pulled together to make a greener 
Winchester for us all to enjoy.”

CLLR LYNDA MURPHY
CABINET MEMBER 

FOR CLIMATE EMERGENCY

Winchester Green Week returned in September 
to throw the spotlight on sustainability in our 
district - part of The Great Big Green Week, 
the largest event for climate and nature ever 
seen in the UK.  Winchester Action on Climate 
Change coordinated information sharing events 
to mark the occasion, including Winchester 
Area Superhomes event and Incredible Edible 
Community Allotment day.

FUNDING SECURED
In a bid to make as many of your homes as carbon neutral 
as possible, we’ve secured £1.5m funding to retro-fit council 
homes across the district.
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PARK AND 
STRIDE INTO 
A GREENER 
WINCHESTER
We’re pressing ahead with the Vaultex 
Multi-story car park.

This Park and Ride is a priority on our 
Carbon Neutrality Action Plan. It’s 
within walking distance of the city 
centre, meaning  you have a practical 
opportunity to visit the city, but not 
drive into the centre of Winchester.

The previous building on site has 
been demolished and development is 
underway. The proposals include cycle 
parking, bat and bird boxes and new 
trees to improve biodiversity.

Winchester
Green Week

www.warmerhomes.org.uk
https://www.winacc.org.uk/what-we-do/campaigns-2/wash-home/
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100 YEARS 

S O M E T H I N G  T O  C E L E B R A T E !

O F  C O U N C I L  H O M E S
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Object number No of
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WINCM:PWCM 7294 photograph original b/w print of part of the Stanmore estate showing the warden's house on the
corner of Airlie Road and Cromwell Road, Winchester, 1961

PH

WINCM:PWCM 7296 photograph original b/w print of the City Engineer, the Mayor of Winchester, Mrs Gadd (?),Councillor
E C Townend and Mr Gadd at the opening of the first pre-fabricated house at Stanmore,
1946

PH

WINCM:PWCM 7297 photograph original b/w print of the City Engineer, the Mayor of Winchester, Mrs Gadd (?),Councillor
E C Townend and Councillor Crompton at the opening of the first pre-fabricated house
at Stanmore, 1946

PH

WINCM:PWCM 7298 photograph original b/w print of pre-fabricated houses at Stanmore, Winchester prior to demolition
in August 1967, 1967

PH

WINCM:PWCM 29532 photograph Black and white copy negative of a view of Stanmore housing estate, Winchester, taken
circa 1926.

KP/RCT

WINCM:PWCM
36748.162

A black and white slide view of King's Avenue, Stanmore Housing Estate, Winchester,
taken around 1980, from a photograph dated circa 1923.

Langford,
Joanna
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WINCM:PWCM 7294 photograph original b/w print of part of the Stanmore estate showing the warden's house on the
corner of Airlie Road and Cromwell Road, Winchester, 1961

PH

WINCM:PWCM 7296 photograph original b/w print of the City Engineer, the Mayor of Winchester, Mrs Gadd (?),Councillor
E C Townend and Mr Gadd at the opening of the first pre-fabricated house at Stanmore,
1946

PH

WINCM:PWCM 7297 photograph original b/w print of the City Engineer, the Mayor of Winchester, Mrs Gadd (?),Councillor
E C Townend and Councillor Crompton at the opening of the first pre-fabricated house
at Stanmore, 1946

PH

WINCM:PWCM 7298 photograph original b/w print of pre-fabricated houses at Stanmore, Winchester prior to demolition
in August 1967, 1967

PH

WINCM:PWCM 29532 photograph Black and white copy negative of a view of Stanmore housing estate, Winchester, taken
circa 1926.

KP/RCT

WINCM:PWCM
36748.162

A black and white slide view of King's Avenue, Stanmore Housing Estate, Winchester,
taken around 1980, from a photograph dated circa 1923.

Langford,
Joanna
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MAYOR OF WINCHESTER & CITY COUNCILLORS IN STANMORE, 1946

AND TODAY...

THE VALLEY 2021 THE VALLEY 2021
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PLANS ARE UNVEILED
On 12 June 1920, Hampshire Advertiser described the homes as ‘the most 
sought after in Winchester’ because they were so beautifully placed. This 
hasn’t changed in a century... The views from Stanmore remain as inspiring 
today as they were then. 

The council used the natural hilly shape of the area to create a visually 
pleasing design of a combination of curved roads and cul-de-sacs, giving a 
‘village’ feeling within the city.

... The estate continues to 
evolve – with the emphasis 
being on eco-friendly 
development as the council 
continues to breathe new 
life into this much-loved 
community.

City Councillors Jamie Scott and 
Derek Green both live in Stanmore 
today and welcomed the opening of 
the Valley development this year.

1922

1921

1923

WINCHESTER CITY 
COUNCIL BREAKS 

GROUND FOR THE FIRST 
HOUSE ON THE ESTATE.

DEVELOPMENT PLANS FOR 
STANMORE WERE SO FORWARD 
THINKING FOR THE TIME, THEY 

WERE SHOWN AT THE WEMBLEY 
EXHIBITION.

The properties are designed to 
be progressive 

• They feature bathrooms 
with both hot and cold 
water – not a common 
feature at the time

• Ground floors are finished 
with an easy to clean, lino-
like substance on concrete 
- a popular choice in the 
1920s.

THE FIRST PROPERTIES WENT 
UP IN CROMWELL ROAD AND 

PRINCES PLACE. 

HRH the Prince of Wales opens 
the site in 1923, planting a 

tree to mark the occasion (see 
above left/right etc.). The cost 
of a two-bed varies from 11s 
6d (58p) and 15s 3d (78p) or a 

three-bed property – expensive 
for the time. 

100
YEARS

AND, A 
CENTURY ON...

REMEMBERING 
STANMORE
This year, we’re marking the 100th anniversary of the building of the very first 
houses on our flagship Stanmore estate. 

1919

 THE ADDISON 
ACT OF 1919 IS 
INTRODUCED, 

MAKING HOUSING 
MORE AFFORDABLE.

The landmark anniversary is aptly marked by the 
completion of more than 77 new properties at The 
Valley. These are all affordable homes, with a mix of 
one, two, and three-bedroom flats; two and three-
bedroom houses; and a three-bedroom bungalow. 
The development is low carbon and energy-efficient, 
with solar panels on every block and electric vehicle 
charging points on site.

If you're interested in learning more about Winchester's 
innovative approach to council housing over the last century 
visit Municipal Dreams blog
(https://municipaldreams.wordpress.com/2019/08/06/council_housing_in_winchester_-part_i/)

100 YEARS AGO

https://bit.ly/3AiKfJG


“We’re delighted to celebrate 100 
years of council homes in Winchester. 
We’re truly proud of our long history 
of housing residents in well-designed 
and affordable homes, and we remain 
committed to help residents find their 
perfect home across the district.

This summer, we’ve completed 
development on The Valley, and Hookpit 
Farm. Both developments offer a range 
of homes, from three bedroom houses 
to one bedroom flats. Hookpit Farm is 
a great example of a relatively small 
development providing beautiful, eco-
friendly homes, surrounded by nature 
with easy access to local facilities. With a 
lot of keen residents hoping to move in, 
I’m looking forward to welcoming new 
residents to Hookpit over the coming 
months.”

CLLR KELSIE LEARNEY
CABINET MEMBER FOR 
HOUSING AND ASSET 
MANAGEMENT

NEXT 
GENERATION 
WINCHESTER 
FOCUS GROUP
Following our survey earlier in the year, 
we (virtually) hosted the Next Generation 
Winchester focus group to explore the 
barriers of buying a home in Winchester.
Participants of the survey were mainly:

• Working full time
• Living at home with their parents

And they told us that their three main 
barriers to independent living in Winchester 
were: 

• Cost of buying or renting
• Feeling safe in their community
• Saving for a deposit.

7/10 people said they aspire to own 
their own home. We discussed different 
ways to do just that - see the video on our 
dedicated website: winchester.gov.uk/
next-generation-winchester

TENANTS GET 
GARDENING
This year saw the return of the digital 
garden competition for council tenants. 
We had many entries and it was tough to 
decide the winners...

1ST PRIZE - Jan Budd of Swanmore. 
Unbelievably, Jan moved in over a year 
ago and transformed the garden from a 
‘jungle’. She says working on the garden 
during lockdown has been a saviour...

JOINT 2ND PRIZE - Margaret Kerton 
of Twyford spends many hours tending 
to her garden and pottering in the 
greenhouse. She has made good use of 
every nook and cranny in her garden!

AND… Judith Taylor of Alresford has 
utilised an old bench in the corner of her 
garden which is not safe to sit on but 
provides perfect place for a breath-taking 
floral display.

COMING SOON… 
WINNALL FLATS

Aimed at creating homes for younger people in the district, we’re 
delighted to say that a new development in Winnall is on track. Perfect 

for first time buyers, these homes will be available next year. They consist 
of compact two-bed apartments, with integrated appliances and open-

plan living. They will be available with shared ownership. 

For more information, please contact 
Kate Dowling: kdowling@winchester.gov.uk
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http://www.winchester.gov.uk/next-generation-winchester
http://www.winchester.gov.uk/next-generation-winchester
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INTRODUCING… 

THE WINCHESTER CITY COUNCIL 
TENANCY SUSTAINMENT TEAM

WHAT DO 
WE DO?
The Tenancy Sustainment team is here to 
offer any council tenant access to a range 
of services, including:

• Mental health services
• Drug and alcohol support
• Family support services.

We’re also here to support with money 
management and budgeting, help you 
to make the most of your income, and 
access debt advice.

These services can be life-changing. One 
tenant shared her experience:

“You came when I needed support ... 
I felt unsafe, vulnerable and at a loss. 
You helped me ... by communicating 
on my behalf ...I know that I would 
have fallen through the cracks if you 
weren’t there to do all of this. You 
showed me what I was capable of, 
aided my move into a much more 
suitable property and helped me 
cope with all the changes. I knew if 
I was struggling I could call and we 
would talk things through to stop me 
feeling overwhelmed. I can’t thank 
you enough for all of your support.”

HOW CAN WE 
HELP YOU?
If you're a council tenant who has been 
adversely affected by the pandemic, we 
want to help. If you’re anxious about 
getting back on your feet financially, 
we’re here for you. If you’ve been 
experiencing feelings of loneliness, we 
have services you can access. We can 
even help you if you’re nervous about 
re-entering the world of work… We 
want all of our tenants to be able to get 
back on track. 

If you’re struggling to get back to 
normal, please do get in touch: 
winchester.gov.uk/tenancy-sustainment-
service

Or call 01962 848 814, or email 
tenancysustainment@winchester.gov.uk

http://www.winchester.gov.uk/tenancy-sustainment-service
http://www.winchester.gov.uk/tenancy-sustainment-service
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FLY-TIPPING
THANKS FOR 
THE TIP OFFS
ON FLY-TIPPING
Over the past year, and especially 
through lockdown, we’ve been 
redoubling our efforts to put a stop to 
fly-tipping across our district. And your 
help has been vital in making that 
happen, despite the shocking increase 
in this criminal behaviour.

Following reports of suspected fly-
tipping from concerned residents we 
were able to deal with a total of 1,982 
fly-tipping cases between August 2020 
and August 2021. These have resulted 
in seven prosecutions, and offenders 
have been ordered to pay fines 
totaling £6,357. 

We’re determined to stamp out 
this anti-social behaviour and have 
installed CCTV cameras in various hot-
spots across the district, as pointed out 
to us by you… thank you.

FOUND A FLY TIP? HERE’S WHAT TO DO:

DO:

• Ensure your own safety – remain in your vehicle and don’t 
approach those tipping

• Check to see if the fly tip has a sticker attached to it. If it does, 
we’re aware and we’re arranging disposal

• Take a photo to upload with your report – this will help our 
response teams

• Take note of the tip’s exact location - look out for the nearest 
landmark or use the Three Words App or pin drop mechanism on 
your phone to pinpoint the location

Let’s continue working together to put a stop to fly-tipping once and for all. 
Please report fly-tipping to either:        www.winchester.gov.uk 

        via the Your Winchester App        call us on 0300 300 0013.

DON'T:

• Touch the waste, it could be hazardous

• Disturb the site, you could be tampering with evidence we need

• Remove anything from the site

• Approach the person tipping the waste. They’re committing a 
crime, and don’t want to be caught - stay safe

A RUBBISH SCAM 
- LOOK OUT!
If you’re tempted by private companies 
offering to clear away unwanted items 
– be wary. We are becoming aware of 
scams whereby individuals have collected 
rubbish and simply fly-tipped it, rather than 
disposing of it responsibly. 

If you're paying for a service to clear away 
rubbish, make sure they are legitimate and 
carry the right licenses. If not and your 
rubbish is found disposed of illegally you 
will be liable to pay a fine, which carries an 
unlimited penalty. 

Check to see if your waste carrier is 
licensed, and if you have any concerns, ask 
to see the document. If they can't produce 
it, think twice about using their service as it 
could be very expensive! 

www.winchester.gov.uk
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CLLR LUCILLE THOMPSON
LEADER AND CABINET MEMBER 

FOR PARTNERSHIP WORKING

“Winchester has long been a city 
of sanctuary and we’re proud 

that we’re continuing to do our 
bit to help displaced families of 

the recent Afghanistan crisis. 
Winchester City Council will 
continue to work alongside 
charities and organisations 

to ensure these families are 
welcome, and cared for. 

I’d like to thank residents for the 
incredible kindness displayed over 

the last few weeks. You’ve been 
donating in your droves. It makes 

me very proud that Winchester 
continues to provide a welcome 

home to those who need it most.”
          

SUPPORTING AFGHAN 
FAMILIES ACROSS HAMPSHIRE

HOW CAN YOU HELP?
We’ve already received many offers of support from 
our residents and businesses who are looking to help 
Afghan evacuees escaping the Taliban – these are 
greatly appreciated.

Local charities were inundated with donations from 
you, and they’ve had to stop collecting clothing for 
now. However, there are still items needed that 
would be gratefully received. 

Community First is concentrating on repurposing 
laptops, tablets and mobile phones. If you have any 
old technology tucked away in a drawer, please 
consider donating it to a displaced family. Items 
should be new or nearly new, and come with leads 
and chargers. IT equipment can be dropped off at any 
Community First location. Find your closest drop off 
point here: https://www.cfirst.org.uk/contact/

If you want to help, but don’t have any laptops, 
tablets or smartphones to donate, there are still many 
other things you can do to help. Gift cards are a great 
way of donating towards the cause: supermarket or 
department store gift cards, as well as mobile top up 
cards are ideal for families settling in. 

You can donate gift vouchers or mobile top-up cards 
at any Community First office or by posting to their 
Fareham office at:

163 West Street Fareham
PO16 0EF

If you wish to donate funds directly to support this 
cause, you may wish to consider:

• The Red Cross and Red Crescent who are on the 
ground in 34 provinces across Afghanistan.

• UNHCR, The Big Give and Turquoise Mountain 
who are also raising funds to support people 
displaced from their homes.

• You’ll find more information on Hampshire 
County Council's website.  

19

Since the announcement that military forces would be leaving Afghanistan, Winchester City 
Council has committed to supporting the national Afghan Relocations and Assistance Policy 
(ARAP).

We are working closely with Hampshire County Council to provide housing, support, donations 
and anything else that those arriving in the UK from Afghanistan may need.

https://www.cfirst.org.uk/contact/
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OUT AND ABOUT THIS AUTUMN: 

WHAT’S 
HAPPENING?

DISABILITY TENNIS
Osman Tennis are providing a fantastic tennis programme 
welcoming anyone with a disability who wants to get active, 
have fun and meet new people. All equipment is provided so why 
not come along and give it a go? To book, download the Osman 
Tennis app on iPhone and Android, or call on 07973 289 451.

• Location: River Park Tennis Courts (SO23 7DD)
• Cost: £3.00 per week
• Time: 5pm – 6pm

WINCHESTER PARKRUN
Winchester parkrun is back! The adult parkrun is a 5km run and 
takes place every Saturday morning at 9:00am at North Walls 
recreation ground. It is free to take part but you need to register 
before you first come along, you can do this by visiting the 
parkrun website.
 
The junior parkrun is a 2km run for those aged 4 – 14 year olds. 
This takes place every Sunday morning at 9am also at North 
Walls recreation ground.

WINCHESTER 
WELLBEING WALKS
We’re now an official Ramblers’ Wellbeing Walks Partner.  
If you’re up for improving your physical health or are fed 
up with the loneliness of isolation then take the plunge 
and sign up for these hugely popular local short group 
walks...

We will be relaunching our fuller programme soon. For 
now we have three popular walks taking place, here they 
are:

WEDNESDAYS

9.15am

Kings Walk 
Opposite the Antiques Market (SO23 8AF)

10.30am

Colden Common 
Colden Common Community Centre (SO21 1UU)

THURSDAYS 

10.30am

Bishop's Waltham 
The Square, Bishop's Waltham (SO32 1GG)
 
For further information please contact Calum Drummond, 
Health Improvement Manager on 
cdrummond@winchester.gov.uk
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Down at the River Park Tennis Courts & 3G Pitch you’ll spot that the Lawn Tennis Association 
(LTA) has worked with us to install a new Smart Access Gate System to support booking and 
access to the facilities.

Want to get involved? Here’s how:

1. LOVE TENNIS ANNUAL PASS - we offer an annual household tennis pass which costs 
just £35 per year and entitles your entire household free court bookings throughout the 
year. An additional cost of £2 per booking will be charged for court hire during floodlit 
hours.

2. PAY AND PLAY - if you don’t want to commit to a full year, just pay as you play...courts 
are as little as £6.46 per session.

To hire a court or pitch you can either book through the website (www.clubspark.lta.org.uk/
RiverParkTennisFootball) or download the ClubSpark Booker App.

Please note that all online bookings for the 3G pitch are charged at an adult rate. Junior 
bookings must be made in advance by contacting: sbookings@winchester.gov.uk 

PARK YOGA: 
HOW IT HELPED ME
Were you one of the 182 people who 
headed down to The Garrison Ground 
armed with a yoga mat or towel to 
join in one of the 15 sessions of free 
Park Yoga? 

Well, if you were, we hope you 
enjoyed this as much as this delighted 
attendee...

“I have always been an active 
person but during lockdown I lost all 
motivation… I have never done yoga 
before but I absolutely love it. I come 
away each week feeling revitalised 
and it has definitely helped with my 
mental health, being outside in the 

fresh air, with an amazing instructor 
to help you with the yoga positions is 
just what I needed. I’m certain that if 
it wasn’t for Park Yoga and my friends 
I’d still be struggling to get out and 
about and take part in exercise. I am 
now considering a membership at the 
gym so thank you to those that set 
this amazing idea up.”

We were so delighted by the success 
of this new venture and we’re 
happy to say we’ll be back with 
Park Yoga next summer! Sign up to 
the Winchester City Council online 
newsletter so we can keep you 
posted! 

NEW BENCH 
FOR HYDE 
ABBEY GARDEN
Community group, Friends of Hyde 
Abbey Garden has installed a 
replacement bench in Hyde Abbey 
Garden. With a little help from our 
Estates team, the bench has now 
been installed. We think you’ll agree 
they look marvellous!

RIVER PARK TENNIS COURTS 
& 3G PITCH

 King George V playing fields © Stuart TreeChilcomb Pavilion CGI

PAVING THE 
WAY FOR OUR 
NEW PAVILIONS
Chilcomb Pavilion is right on the edge 
of the South Downs National Park - a 
stunning location for a football match that 
is available to hire for events as well as for 
sports clubs. 

The building is unrecognisable! With the 
help of Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) 
funds, we’ve refurbished - updating the 
heating and electrics and installing security 
shutters and resurrecting skittle alley! For 
more details contact 
sbookings@winchester.gov.uk 

Our plans for the replacement pavilions at 
King George V playing fields and the North 
Walls are progressing well!  

After revising the architectural brief for the 
North Wall pavilion, we have now invited 
architects to submit their proposals. And 

we’re a little further on with the King 
George V Pavilion… 

Our hope is that both projects are complete 
by the end of 2022. 

www.clubspark.lta.org.uk/RiverParkTennisFootball
www.clubspark.lta.org.uk/RiverParkTennisFootball
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MEET THE

MAYOR
Cllr Vivian Achwal was appointed as the 822nd Mayor of 
Winchester at a Mayor Making Ceremony on Tuesday 18 
May 2021. Due to COVID-19, it was the second time that 
the ceremony was held virtually. Numbers were limited but 
family members across the globe were able to join in online 
to view the ceremony.

Cllr Achwal is also a Ward Councillor for the Whiteley and 
Shedfield Ward.

She is supporting Winchester Youth Counselling, Friends of 
the Family and The Eight Foundation under the umbrella 
charity, The Mayor of Winchester's Charities.

10 QUESTIONS FOR THE 822ND 

MAYOR OF WINCHESTER
1. What is your favourite thing about being 

Mayor?

Being able to chat and meet so many 
volunteers throughout the Winchester district 
and listen to how and why they get involved, 
in the volunteering that they do and how 
much they enjoy it.

2. What charities do you support?

I have selected three local charities who focus 
on young people and families who have 
had a particularly difficult time during the 
pandemic; Eight Foundation, Friends of the 
Family and Winchester Youth Counselling.

3. Can the public get in touch with you?

Yes absolutely. But it’s usually best 
to contact me via my secretary as she 
manages my messages and diary. So if you 
would like to contact the Mayorality visit 
mayorofwinchesterscharities.co.uk/contact/

4. Do you wear Mayoral regalia on a daily basis?

I wear the Mayoral chain three to four days a 
week but the actual robe is usually worn for 
special occasions, so at present about once 
every three weeks. Children especially enjoy 
seeing me in my full Mayoral regalia.

5. What’s your favourite spot in the Winchester 
district?

One favourite spot I enjoy is Winchester Hill 
near Warnford, there are amazing views from 

the top of the hill, and it’s extremely peaceful 
too. 

6. What has been the most challenging Mayoral 
duty so far?

Chairing Winchester Full Council meetings!

7. What are you most looking forward to this 
autumn in Winchester?

Some type of normality returning to people’s 
lives after the pandemic and continue to 
build up the positive outcome this has had 
on bringing communities together across the 
district.

8. What’s your favourite fact about Abbey 
House?

33 nuns once lived in Abbey House.

9. Who could you not do your job without?

The support and advice from my secretary 
Debbie and my team of colleagues and past 
Mayors who help and advise me.

Cllr Vivian Achwal

What’s your no1 goal you’re hoping to 
achieve while being Mayor of Winchester? 

I have set myself a target to try and raise 
£40k for my three charities throughout my 
Mayoral year.

10.

MAYOR OF WINCHESTER



GET IN TOUCH
Come rain or shine, we’re here to help you. We’re open Monday – Thursday 8.30am to 5pm and Friday 8.30am to 4.30pm.

No tech at home? No worries! Call us and we can make an appointment for you to come in to our Customer Service Reception 
for a chat with one of our friendly team members. Please make an appointment to see one of the team, below there is a handy 
list of numbers to help you get in touch...

Don’t forget to check us out on Facebook and Twitter too, where you can keep up to date on all our news, services, details on 
how to join council meetings and receive help and advice.

  

As part of our drive to ensure you can access what you need 
when you need it, members of the public are able to look at 
committee agendas and reports electronically for all council 
meetings (with the exception of confidential information). 

winchester.gov.uk/councillors-committees/ward-map
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“We’re committed to making 
the council as easy to contact 
as possible. We don’t want to 
you to struggle finding things 

online, or to wait in long queues 
of recorded messages. We hope 

with these dedicated phone lines 
to relevant teams, you can speak 

to us directly and be confident 
that the help you need is as 

accessible as possible.”

CLLR NEIL CUTLER OBE
DEPUTY LEADER AND CABINET 

MEMBER FOR FINANCE AND 
SERVICE QUALITY
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GENERAL ENQUIRIES..............................................................................................................................................01962 840 222

HOUSING – GENERAL HOUSING ENQUIRIES.........................................................................................................01962 848 400

HOUSING OPTIONS – HOMELESSNESS..................................................................................................................01962 848 163

SHELTERED HOUSING.............................................................................................................................................01962 848 440

WASTE.....................................................................................................................................................................0300 300 0013

BENEFITS.................................................................................................................................................................01962 848 539

COUNCIL TAX AND BUSINESS RATES....................................................................................................................01962 848 288

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH.....................................................................................................................................01962 848 097

PARKING..................................................................................................................................................................01962 848 036

PLANNING...............................................................................................................................................................01962 848 177

PLANNING ENFORCEMENT.....................................................................................................................................01962 848 480

TREES.......................................................................................................................................................................01962 848 301

BUILDING CONTROL...............................................................................................................................................01962 848 176

ELECTORAL REGISTRATION....................................................................................................................................01962 848 125

LICENSING...............................................................................................................................................................01962 848 188 

       Email: customerservice@winchester.gov.uk @WinchesterCity @WinchesterCity

http://www.winchester.gov.uk/councillors-committees/ward-map
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Thursday 21  
October 2021
Time: 9.00am - 3.00pm
Cost: £10.00

Activities: Rugby, Football, 
Swimming*, Athletics, Cricket, 
Squash and Low-level Circuits. 
Open to those from 10 years and above.

*Swimming only available to those 16+ and bookings will be 
taken on a first-come first-serve basis. Limited spaces available. 
Swimmers must be changed and ready by 9.00am.

Winchester Sport & Leisure Park, Bar End, 
Winchester, SO23 9NR.

In celebration of the 2021 
Paralympic Games, Winchester 
City Council in partnership with 
Simplyhealth, the University 
of Winchester, Everyone Active, 
Santander and Winchester Go LD, 
have organised a day packed 
full of fun sports and activities 
for those with disabilities and 
additional needs.

If you are interested and would like further 
information, or to request a booking form 
please contact Betty Chadwick on betty@
winchestergold.org.uk or call 01962 600281

PA R A LY M P I C
P E R S O N A L  B E S T S


