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Aerial photo showing the positions of the two sites.
Site 1 at North Walls adjoins the built up area and is well
screened by trees

Site 2 has open views towards the higher ground of the South
Downs national Park

1. APPENDIX 1 AERIAL VIEW SHOWING THE SITUATION OF THE TWO SITES
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2. APPENDIX 2: PUBLISHED LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ASSESSMENTS

2.1 Existing landscape character descriptions

Landscape character areas are designed to nest within each other such that broader scale descriptions for larger areas can be
subdivided into smaller scale and more detailed character areas. In the case of this study of Winchester, a range of studies at
different levels or tiers exist.
This is shown in table 1 below:

Tier Level Name Source
Tier 1 National Hampshire

Downs
Natural England National Character Area profiles

Tier 2 Regional/ NP Itchen valley South Downs Integrated Character assessment
Tier 3 County Itchen Valley Hampshire County Integrated townscape and landscape

character assessmentTier 4 City Upper Itchen
Valley

Winchester District Landscape Character Assessment
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Tier 1 National level description Hampshire Downs
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Tier 2: Regional level description (From South Downs Integrated LCA: E4 Itchen Valley

E4: ITCHEN VALLEY

Integrated Key Characteristics:
• Broad, branching valley carved from the chalk downs and indented by dry valleys and coombes to produce smoothly
rounded valley sides.
• The character area flows through and provides a landscape setting for Winchester.
• Shallow well drained, calcareous silty soils support intensive arable cultivation on shallow slopes of the valley sides.
Pasture and paddocks occur on the valley floor.
• Springs, including the main source of the Itchen, south of Cheriton, are located on the chalk.
• The clear, chalk river flows in a relatively narrow floodplain in the upper reaches with a wider floodplain south of
Winchester. Pasture and paddocks occur on the valley floor
• The watercourse and banks of the Itchen are designated as a SAC incorporating a diversity of habitats including the
clear alkaline river, fen/marsh/swamp, neutral grassland and pockets of woodland.
• Historic features associated with the presence of the River and the Itchen Navigation are apparent today. Remnant
features relating to water management and agricultural/industrial use of the river, including fragments of water
meadows, weirs and mill ponds, fish farms, trout lakes, and watercress beds.
• Extensive blocks of early enclosure survive throughout the valley. Down stream of Itchen Abbas the landscape is of
recent enclosure, comprising regular field systems with very little woodland.
• Crossed by the M3 and A roads which interrupt the otherwise tranquil landscape. A sequence of settlements occur
along the lower valley sides.
• Frequent minor river crossing points are marked by white bridges.
• One of the most renowned fly fishing rivers in the world with populations of wild brown and rainbow trout.

• Presence of landscape parks including Hinton Ampner (owned by the National Trust) and Avington Park (listed on the
English Heritage register).
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Tier 3 County level description Itchen Valley
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Tier 4 Local level description Upper Itchen valley
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3. APPENDIX 3 VISUAL ANALYSIS NORTH WALLS
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Photo viewpoint A : St Giles Hill: leisure centre site in extreme right of view; arrowed.
Position: Latitude: N 51d 3m 36.84s Longitude:W 1d 18m 17.48s Altitude: 76.00m
Source: David Hares Landscape Architecture; site visit, 2-8-14
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Photo viewpoint B: View from south west edge of Winnall Moors nature reserve looking through trees towards bowls centre
which is barely visible in the summer. Position of existing leisure centre arrowed.
Position: Latitude: N 51d 4m 0.32s Longitude: W 1d 18m 32.59s Altitude: 44.00m

Source: David Hares Landscape Architecture; site visit, 2-8-14

Leisure centre hidden behind trees extends across view
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Photo viewpoint C: from north east corner of cricket pitch: showing how the existing building is well screened by existing trees.
Position: Latitude: N 51d 4m 8.21s Longitude: W 1d 18m 24.05s Altitude: 36.00m
Source: David Hares Landscape Architecture; site visit, 2-8-14

Leisure centre site(s) hidden behind trees extends across view.
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Photo viewpoint D ; north west corner of cricket pitch : showing how the existing building is well screened by existing trees from the
cricket pitch to the north. . Position of existing leisure centre arrowed red. Width of sites shown.
Position: Latitude: N 51d 4m 10.24s Longitude: W 1d 18m 36.34s Altitude: 32.00m

Source: David Hares Landscape Architecture; site visit, 2-8-14
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Photo viewpoint E towards leisure centre from King Alfred terrace showing how mature trees help merge the current building with
the adjoining housing. . Position of existing leisure centre arrowed.

Position: Latitude: N 51d 4m 3.35s Longitude: W 1d 18m 44.70s Altitude: 31.00m
Source: David Hares Landscape Architecture; site visit, 2-8-14
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4. APPENDIX 4 VISUAL ANALYSIS BAR END
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Photo Viewpoint A: St Giles Hill. There are some potential views of the option 4 building on the Bar End site from the park,
particularly in the winter. Position arrowed.
Position: Latitude: N 51d 3m 35.17s Longitude: W 1d 18m 14.34s Altitude: 95.00m. Direction 170 degrees
Source: David Hares Landscape Architecture site visit 2-8-14

Approximate extent of option 4
building
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Photo viewpoint B: Bar End Road looking through gaps in hedging from south west corner of site. Positions of proposed building
Option 5 marked with arrows. Option 4 would be to the left of this view and partially hidden from this position by existing trees
Position: Latitude: N 51d 3m 35.17s Longitude: W 1d 18m 14.34s Altitude: 95.00m. Direction 170 degrees

Source: David Hares Landscape Architecture site visit 2-8-14

Approximate extent of option 5
building
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Photo viewpoint C from the national park on St Catherine’s Hill winter views will be clearer.
Positions of proposed building options marked with arrows. Option 4 to the left, Option 5 to the right.
Position: Latitude: N 51d 3m 35.17s Longitude: W 1d 18m 14.34s Altitude: 95.00m. Direction 170 degrees
Source: David Hares Landscape Architecture site visit 2-8-14

Approximate position

Option 4 Approximate position
Option 5
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Photo viewpoint D on the north side of St Catherine’s Hill within the national park.

Positions of proposed 2 building options marked with arrows. Option 4 to the left, Option 5 to the right.
Position: Latitude: N 51d 3m 35.17s Longitude: W 1d 18m 14.34s Altitude: 95.00m. Direction 170 degrees
Source: David Hares Landscape Architecture site visit 2-8-14

4 5
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Photo viewpoint E : Morestead road in the national park which will have clear views of the new building. Positions of proposed
building marked with arrows. Option 4 to the left, Option 5 to the right
Position: Latitude: N 51d 2m 41.24s Longitude: W 1d 17m 24.01s Altitude: 59.00m
Source: David Hares Landscape Architecture site visit 2-8-14

4 5
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Terminology
AoLC: Area of Landscape Character: The smallest coherent
landscape unit.. A unique finer grained classification used
for this study to assess the capacity of the landscape to
accommodate change at a detailed level.
LCA: Landscape Character Assessment: The process
of assessing the character of the landscape
LDU: Landscape Description Unit. Individual units of the
landscape which form a coherent block at the county wide
scale.
Landscape character: A combination of topography,
natural and man made patterns which together contribute
to the appearance of the landscape.
Character: A distinct, recognisable and consistent pattern
of elements in the landscape that makes one landscape
different from another, rather than better or worse.
Elements: Individual components which make up the
landscape, such as trees and hedges.
Features: Particularly prominent or eye-catching elements, like
tree clumps, church towers, or wooded skylines.
Characteristics: Elements, or combinations of elements, which
make a particular contribution to distinctive character.
Characterisation: The process of identifying areas of similar
character, classifying and mapping them and describing their
character.
Land Description Units: Distinct and relatively homogenous
units of land, each defined by their Physiography, Ground
Type, Land Cover and Cultural Pattern that set the extent of
each spatial unit.

Landscape Character Types: Combinations of Land
Description Units that share the same key characteristics.
Character Types often occur in more than one discrete
geographical area.
Landscape Character Areas: Geographically discrete areas
strongly associated with a place, and often comprised of
more than one character type.
Sensitivity: The degree to which a landscape with a
character is inherently sensitive or sensitive to a particular
pressure. A landscape of high sensitivity is one that, once lost,
would be difficult to restore.
Capacity: The degree to which a particular landscape
character type or area is able to accommodate change
without significant effects on its character, or overall change
of landscape character type

5. APPENDIX 5 TERMINOLOGY


