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Hyde900’s Living History project has
been given an enormous boost thanks
to an £18,200 grant from the Heritage
Lottery Fund (HLF).

The project will be
working with the
Hyde community to
trace how the area
has altered during the past century.

We’ll be recording Interviews with
residents, holding workshops to show
local families how they can produce a
time capsule to store in their homes,
and selecting four streets where we will
attempt to map the history of each
house.

The project will involve a series of talks,
an exhibition, an education pack for

local schools and information posted on
Hyde900’s website. Recordings of
residents’ memories will be catalogued
and held at the Wessex Sound Archive
and Hampshire County Record Office.
We are collecting old photographs from
local people (like the ones on this page!).
These will be digitised and saved as an
archive for future generations.

Madelaine Key, Living History Co-ordi-
nator said: ’The enthusiasm of the local
community to explore the history of the
area is growing all the time. We are

very grateful to the HLF for the funding
to make it possible for us to do this
project.’

Head of HLF South East England
Michelle Davies said: ‘This is truly a
project that engages the whole
community in finding out more about
themselves and where they live and
sharing their discoveries with others.’

To get involved in the project, contact
Madelaine on 01962 867699 or email
livinghistory@hyde900.co.uk .

Living History project wins the Lottery!

Residents of Nuns Road celebrate the HLF award... 56 years early. Or maybe it was the Coronation?
Picture supplied by Mrs Ruth Butler

The Circus comes through Hyde.

Photo by John Taylor, circa 1960

Wantage to Winchester rides again
Come and join us on May 17th 2009 for the
second Hyde900 Wantage to Winchester Bike Ride!
Following the success of last year’s ride, we’re
thinking big this time, thanks to the generous
sponsorship of international law firm Eversheds.

Starting in the shadow of King Alfred’s statue in Wantage town square, the route
travels 50 miles on country lanes over the scenic Marlborough Downs, across the
Thames valley, through the idyllic Bourne Valley and on to the finish in the shadow of
Alfred’s statue in Winchester. We’re planning a grand welcome for you at the finish.

For more details see the Hyde900 website
www.hyde900.co.uk or contact Andy Key at 41 Nuns
Road, Winchester SO23 7EF; tel 01962 867699.

Sponsored by
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Hyde900’s literature programme
started last October with a successful
poetry evening was held on at Hyde
Parish Hall. Elizabeth Bewick and
members of the Hyde Poetry Workshop
read to an appreciative 50-strong
audience.

Following the formal part of the
evening, a number of the attendees
retired to the Hyde Tavern for our first
'Bring Your Own' Literature Event.
Ensconced in the atmospheric
surroundings of the Tavern's cellar (no,
we didn't know it had one either!) the
group took turns reading their own work
or their favourite pieces.

The second 'Bring Your Own' event
followed a couple of weeks later, on
Hallowe'en night, with a selection of

themed readings (and appropriately
spooky lighting).

More evenings in the Hyde Tavern’s
cellar have followed every month since
then. Why not come along and join in?
The atmosphere is informal and the
beer is good.  You can read out
something you’ve written or a favourite
piece of poetry or prose, or just sit and
listen. See the Diary column to the left
for future dates.

Writers’ group
One spin-off from the literary nights has
been the creation of the Hyde Writers’
Group, who meet in the Hyde Tavern at
7:30pm, on the second Monday of
every month. The group aims to provide
a “supportive yet critical environment”
where you can give and receive honest
feedback. All budding writers are
welcome to come along and join in.

Literature

Hyde Events
‘Bring Your Own’
Literature Evenings
All at the cellar of the Hyde Tavern,
Hyde Street, at 8pm.

Fri 20th March: ‘Spring and All’

Thurs 23rd April: ‘Shakespeare’s
Birthday Party’

Future dates: 21st May, 17th June, 15th
July.

Litter Picking
Every second Saturday of the month
at 10:30am.

Meet at the Hyde Gate and spend an
hour making Hyde a better place. Rub-
bish bags and pickers provided; bring
gardening gloves or similar.

Next few dates::

Saturday 14th March

Saturday 11th April

Saturday 9th May

River consultation
Late March - look out for posters or
check the website. Details opposite.

Wantage to Winchester
Bike Ride
Saturday 17th May. See front page.

Other events

Egbert Road Street Party
Some residents of Egbert Rd are
planning to revive their legendary
Street Party. Adjacent streets will also
be invited. Likely date 6th June. For
more information contact Nick
Woodman, email
n.d.woodman@soton.ac.uk .

Hyde900 Photography
Competition.
Coming soon! Details in the next
newsletter.

For the latest Hyde900 news
and events, see our website:

www.hyde900.co.uk

Would you like to see your work in print? Then start writing!
A highlight of the Hyde900 celebrations will be a book of winning
entries from our writers’ competition.
Official entry forms with full details of the competition will be in the
next edition of the Hyde900 newsletter, and on the website from July.
In the meantime, consider the following:
v Poems (limericks, haikus, sonnets, free verse, etc.)
v Prose (50 word mini sagas or short stories of up to 2000 words)
v Plays (the opening scene - or a one act play)
v Articles (magazine or newspaper)
v Something that doesn’t quite fit the mould!
Our theme will be Hyde but this can be a tenuous link. Your characters
could live in Hyde. You might want to write a murder mystery set in
Hyde Abbey. It could be an article on the night of the River Park
Leisure Centre fire. Hyde in the future might spark a piece of science
fiction.
The competition will be open to all ages and the closing date will be in
Autumn 2009 - so get writing NOW.

Writers’ Competition
Elizabeth and Poertry Workshop members

A Bring Your Own Litarature reading in the
Hyde Tavern’s cellar.  Yes, it was quite dark...

Literary nights at the Tavern



Environment

For the first time in a couple of years
wild brown trout have been seen
spawning in the Hyde Abbey Mill
Stream (Nun’s Stream).

’This is really good news as it is a
powerful indicator that the river is
improving - thanks to the work of
Hyde900 volunteers’, says Lawrence
Talks, Hyde900 Environment Lead.

Critical for wild trout is having sufficient
water. Last November over 25 people

with great enthusiasm and energy
undertook further work to repair the
bank of the Hyde Abbey Mill Stream
and  moved over 10 tonnes of chalk by
wheelbarrow. This was then followed
by the Environment Agency cutting the
vegetation that was choking the
stream's channel.

Together these measures have
increased the stream's flow and the
trout have responded.

Consultation
Further plans are being developed to
enhance the Hyde Abbey Mill Stream,
and the Hyde900 Environment Group
would like to hear what you want to
see.

Early ideas include river bankside
planting, the creation of some small
pools and riffles and a creative
approach to celebrating and informing
passers by of the wildlife and heritage
of the stream.

A 'drop-in and have your say' session
will take place in the Hyde Tavern in
late March; look out for notices or visit
the Hyde900 website. We want to hear
your views on improving the Hyde
Abbey Mill Stream.

For further information contact Lawrence
Talks: Tel. 01962 855659 or email
lawrence.talks@btinternet.com .

Wild trout return to stream

Visual Arts

Hyde900’s programme for 2010 is taking shape, with the
announcement of two linked exhibitions in the city.

Treasures of Hyde Abbey
‘Treasures of Hyde Abbey’ is a nationally significant exhibi-
tion supported by Winchester City Council. It brings together,
for the first time since the 1538 destruction of this influential
monastery, a range of works which manifest the skills of
leading artists and artisans of the time: painters and illumi-
nators, calligraphers, ceramicists, metalworkers, woodwork-
ers, textile artists, sculptors and masons.

The exhibition will run from 6th March to 2nd May 2010 in
the Winchester Discovery Centre.

Re-imagining
In parallel with this, an exhibition titled ‘Re-imagining
Treasures of Hyde Abbey’ will construct a contemporary
dialogue with the ‘Treasures’ exhibition at three venues
across the city.

The organisers are now looking for artists and craftspeople to
provide pieces for this exhibition. To be eligible, artists have

to be living within the lands traditionally owned by Hyde
Abbey and the Diocese of Winchester: Hampshire, Berkshire,
Surrey, Dorset, Wiltshire, Sussex, the Isle of Wight or the
Channel Islands.

The theme of the exhibition will be: ‘If such a public building
project [Hyde Abbey] were begun today, how would contem-
porary artists respond to the challenge?’

Artists interested in submitting work for the exhibition can find
details on the
Hyde900 website.

The ‘Re-imagining’
exhibition will take
place in Winchester
Cathedral, 6 March
to 1 April 2010, and
City Space and Link
Gallery in the
Discovery Centre, 6
March to 18 April
2010.

About Hyde900
Hyde900 (registered charity no.
1119099) is a community-based
project for Winchester to celebrate
the history, talents and place of
Hyde in the year 2010, the 900th

anniversary of the burial of King
Alfred the Great in Hyde Abbey.
It is managed by an Executive
Committee of Hyde residents,
chaired by Ron Allison, and
operates through a range of
specialist groups covering social
events, sport, visual arts, music,

literature, history, pageant, faith,
built environment and natural
environment.
For more information:
visit www.hyde900.co.uk
e-mail us at info@hyde900.co.uk
phone Jim Fraser, 01962 620989.

Treasures old and new: two major exhibitions

Hyde Abbey Gardens.  Photo by Isabella Perry.
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I wish to join Hyde900 (price £12 per household per year): £

I wish to make a donation to Hyde900: £

Total payable:

Please tick as applicable:

I enclose a cheque payable to ‘Hyde900 Association’ ¨

or: I have filled out the standing order form (below) and sent it to my bank ¨

I would like a receipt ¨
Please treat my contribution as Gift Aid. I am a UK taxpayer.* ¨

Signed:                                            Date:

Please return this form to: Hyde900, 17 King Alfred Terrace, Winchester. SO23 7DE.

If paying by standing order please complete the section below and send it to your bank.

Standing order instruction
Please complete all boxes below and send to your bank or building society, not to Hyde900.

To the Manager, Your bank’s name

Your bank’s address

From: Your name

Your address

Your bank account number

Please transfer annually from my/our account to the Hyde900 Association account number 71633740 at
HSBC Bank PLC, sort code 40-46-39,  quoting reference ‘Hyde900’:

the sum of: Amount to be paid £

First payment to
be made on:

Date of first payment

Final payment to
be made on:

Date of final payment, or write
“Until further notice”

This instruction replaces any previous instructions concerning Hyde900 Association.

Signature(s) of
account holder(s)

Date

M
em

be
r
sh

ip
 f

o
r
m Name

Address

Telephone no.

Email address

Please sign up as a member and help make our programme of
events and projects happen. Registered charity, no. 1119099.Hyde900 needs you!


